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From the Pastor
This year the month of April opens with the Day of Resurrection, Easter morning! As I have been looking
forward to that day when the tomb is opened and new life springs forth, I have also curiously anticipated
another opening day for the new movie A Wrinkle in Time. I haven’t seen the movie yet, but it’s presence
reminds me that Madeleine L’Engle was an influential author for me when I was a young girl. I have heard
from the reviews that the producers decided to remove the many Christian themes that can be found in the
book from the movie. That is a shame indeed, because Ms. L’Engle is quite a good theologian. So in
celebration of this April’s opening day, I thought I would share with you her reflections on Easter and Jesus’
atonement on the cross from the book Glimpses of Grace: Daily Thoughts and Reflections.
A young friend said to me during Holy Week, “I cannot cope with the atonement.”
Neither can I, if the atonement is thought of forensically. In forensic terms, the atonement means that Jesus
had to die for us in order to atone for all our awful sins, so that God could forgive us. In forensic terms, it
means that God cannot forgive us unless Jesus is crucified and by this sacrifice atones for all our
wrongdoing.
But that is not what the word means! I went to an etymological dictionary and looked it up. It means exactly
what is says, at-one-ment. I double-checked it in a second dictionary. There is nothing about crime and
punishment in the makeup of that word. It simply means to be at one with God. Jesus on the cross was so atone with God that death died there on Golgotha, and it was followed by the glorious celebration of the
Resurrection.
For Jesus, at-one-ment was not being at-one only with the glory of the stars, or the first daffodil in the
spring, or a baby’s laugh. He was also at-one with all the pain and suffering that ever was, is, or will be. On
the cross Jesus as at-one with the young boy with cancer, the young mother hemorrhaging, the raped girl.
And perhaps the most terrible anguish came from being at-one with the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, the
death chambers at Belsen, the horrors of radiation in the destruction of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. It came
from being at-one with the megalomania of the terrorist and the coldness of heart of “good” people.
We can withdraw, even in our prayers, from the intensity of suffering. Jesus, on the cross, experienced it all.
When I touch the small cross I wear, that, then, is the meaning of the symbol.
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50th Anniversary Celebration

On Sunday, May 6th, 2018 we as a congregation will join together to celebrate the 50th Anniversary of the
Dedication of Southminster Presbyterian Church. We will have a special worship service in the Sanctuary
and enjoy a catered barbeque lunch in the Fellowship Hall while we welcome past and present friends.
The theme for the celebration is Reflecting on Our Past. Rejoicing in Our Present. Renewing Hope for Our
Future. Reflecting recognizes the history of our church and is a nod to the events and people that helped
shape our personal stories of faith and define who we are as a church family today. Through pictures and
memories of beloved individuals who have touched our lives, inspiring worship services and mission trips,
and warm fellowship gatherings, we allow the past to remind us of all the ways that God has been with us
throughout our faith journey, both individually and collectively. Rejoicing speaks to the ever-present work
that God’s Spirit is doing through our hands and feet in the ministries of the church today. As we
continually seek to share God’s love and grace with the community and the world, we rejoice in the exciting
new ways God is working through us, using our gifts and abilities to reflect the love of Christ. And
Renewing speaks to the eternal assurance of God’s promise to be with us as we boldly look to the future as a
body of faith.
If you haven’t already done so, please RSVP by April 9th at 804-276-1749 or office@southpreschurch.org.

Church in the World
Senior Advocates Caregiving Conference
On Wednesday, April 18th, the Senior Advocates Office will return to Southminster for their annual
Caregiving Conference, which will be held in the Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary. This conference is
designed for those who are caring for loved ones or who work or volunteer as a caregiver.
The keynote speaker this year is Bobbi Carducci, author of Confessions of an Imperfect Caregiver. The
conference will also feature a series of workshops:
•
•
•
•

Polypharmacy: Safe Medication Management
Music Therapy in Elder Care
More than Feeling Blue: Recognizing and Responding to Depression
Legal Documents: Will, Power of Attorney, and Adv. Medical Directive

Lunch will be provided, but RSVPs are required by April 10th. For more information or to register, contact
the Senior Advocates office at 804-768-7878.
Southminster Yard Sale
Southminster will hold its second annual Yard Sale on Saturday, June 23rd to raise funds for church mission
projects. Last year’s sale raised over $2,400.00 for the mission fund. We hope to top that amount this year,
but to do that we need your help. Members and their families and friends are invited to donate items for the
sale. Look for the list of accepted items and the drop off schedule in May. We also need a lot of volunteer
help to make the sale a success. We’ll need people to help take in and organize donated goods, to work the
day of the sale, and to help with clean up.
The Yard Sale committee will have its next meeting on Sunday, April 8th following worship. Anyone who is
interested in helping out is encouraged to attend.
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Finance
50th Anniversary Fundraising
Thank you to all of you who have made generous gifts toward our 50th Anniversary Worship Project. With
your gifts and the session’s faithful stewardship we have been able to set the project in motion.
As the official 50th Anniversary approaches we are setting a goal to increase the number of families who
have contributed to this project in honor of Southminster. Be a part of the next 50 years and offer your gift
today!
Donations marked “50th Anniversary” can be given during the weekly offering or mailed to the church
office.

Leadership & Planning
Reception for David Frost
We have been very blessed to have David Frost, our seminary intern, and his family as part of our
Southminster family this year. David’s presence and his gifts to our congregation will be long-felt, so let’s
give him the appropriate farewell in true Southminster style!
David’s last Sunday with us will be April 15th. Come join us for a reception immediately following the
worship service to celebrate his service and his next steps along this journey.

Facilities
Audio/Visual System
The beginning of April will mark some big changes in
our Sanctuary as we install the new audio/visual
system.
The work will take place the week after Easter and we
will begin to incorporate the new system into worship
throughout the month of April. One of the primary
goals of this project has been to maintain the beauty of
our sanctuary so that the new technology can be a real
asset to our worship together and we are eager for the
congregation to see the results.
Join us on May 6th for the official unveiling of our 50th
Anniversary commemorative video!

Presbyterian Women
Anna Circle
April 3rd at 7:00 PM
Debbie Greenberg’s residence
Martha Circle
April 4th at 10:00 AM
Christian Life classroom
Esther Circle
April 10th at 10:00 AM
Fellowship Hall
Ruth Circle
April 10th at 7:00 PM
Conference Room
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Special Announcements
Would You Like To Get Your Newsletter Faster?

Did you know that Southminster can send your newsletter electronically? Our monthly newsletters are sent
out via email to a large number of our members. An emailed newsletter has several advantages over one
that comes via snail mail, including earlier arrival, postage savings for the church, and less paper waste.
If you’d like to switch to receiving your newsletter electronically, please send an email to
office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line.

Girl Scout Pancake Breakfast
Girl Scout Troop 603 will hold a pancake breakfast fundraiser at Southminster on Sunday, April 29th.
Breakfast will be served from 8:30 AM – 10:30 AM in the Fellowship Hall. The suggested donation for
breakfast is $5.00 per person.
The funds raised by the breakfast will help cover the costs of the Girl Scouts’ upcoming field trip to the
Eastern Shore. The scouts will visit Chincoteague, Assateague, and Wallops Island. They will see the wild
ponies, tour the NASA space center at Wallops, and tour the Misty of Chincoteague museum.

New In Your Library
Three books by Donna Fletcher Crow have been donated for the Christian Fiction section. They tell of three
women in Idaho who deal with life’s problems and their faith.
Katherine, Days of Struggle and Triumph – At the turn of the 20th century a young Nebraska girl arrives in
rural Idaho with her father and wonders if there are enough people in the area for him to pastor a church.
Stephanie, Days of Turmoil and Victory – The story of a 1960’s Idaho State Legislature representative.
Elizabeth, Days of Loss and Hope -- A rural Idaho farm girl’s struggle to deal with the Great Depression,
college tuition and saving the family farm.

Session Highlights
• Approved “Bridge to Worship” class and “worship bags” for young children to help in transition from
nursery to attendance during worship
• Received update from the Financial Committee
• Received update on AV Project for Sanctuary and Anniversary Celebration
• Received updates on planned Easter events and Yard Sale Mission planned for June 23, 2018
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Southminster Scholarship

Applications for Southminster’s college scholarship will be available at the church starting in April.
Applicants must be confirmed members of Southminster for one year and have attended at least two
worship services or church-sponsored events this school year. Please see the Guidelines on the back of
the Application for additional information.

Summer Jobs at Camp Hanover

Save the Date for
Camp Hanover Day Camp

Do you know a college-age person who is good
with kids, who is looking for a fun summer
experience, and who is in need of a summer job?
Camp Hanover is always looking for people to
be summer camp counselors, lifeguards, or
support staff. Camp Hanover is hiring for both
its residential and traveling day camp programs.
Employment applications are available online at
www.CampHanover.org or call 804-779-2811
for more information.

Camp Hanover will bring their traveling day
camp to Southminster again this year, from
July 30 – August 3, 2018.
Children entering kindergarten – 6th Grade
are eligible to enroll in day camp. Flyers and
registration forms are available in the
Narthex.

Welcome, New Members!

Directory Updates

Bob & Betsy Zehner
8305 Seaview Drive
Chesterfield, VA 23838
804-796-3571
bobnbetsz@verizon.net

Jim & Betsy Davis
804-608-0835

Remember in Prayer
Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Carson Crenshaw, Ron Crenshaw, Matt
Davis, Pete Gillispie, Carolyn Griles, Bob & Net Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta
Lindsey, Earl Medicus, Lil Price, Adele Robertson, Eddie & Jenny Schiller, Marcia Shipley, Billy Smith, Liz
Snead, Lynn Sutton, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher.
Southminster Notes
Dear Southminster Family,
Thank you for all the caring and thoughtful cards you sent after the recent loss of my mother. My mother
led a very faithful life and I have learned from her the importance of the church in our lives.
Blessed to be a part of the Southminster Church Family,
Anne Smith
Notes will be published as space permits. Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.
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April Birthdays
2 Frank Farrington, Madison Pinchbeck
3 Chelsea Dixon, Kate Osborne
5 Jack Daniel, Trenton Williams,
Lynne Harper
6 Isabella Paterson
7 Deb Ellenberg, Chris Endries
9 Cindy Howlett
11 Katie Henderson
12 Ron Raetz
13 Marty Griffin
14 Linda Bookman, Bonnie Endries
17 Mitchel Kirtley
18 Zach Pond, Andrew Smith
20 Bev Lamberton
21 Marsha Lane
22 Elizabeth Adiele
23 Joyce Lapsley
24 Russ Ellenberg
25 Sue Carlton, Erin McDonald
28 Edna Warncke
29 Declan Bowser, Bonnie Davis, Mary Stahl

April Anniversaries
5 Zachary & Morgan Krigelman (4)
6 Andrew & Mary MacKenzie Swenck (5)
6 Dan & Kitty Bice (32)
9 Will & Alicia Willis (23)
14 Rick & Pat Abbott (44)
20 Dan & Susan Pharr (21)
27 Robert & Net Hall (71)
Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?
Let the church office know: 804-276-1749.

April Schedules
Communion Team
April 1st: Team 1
Elder Greeters
1 Deb Ellenberg
8 James Deyerle
15 Kitty Bice
22 Frank Grier
29 Jan Belote

Facility Stewards
1 Brown Pearson
8 Chuck Greenberg
15 Craig Campbell
22 Dan Bice
29 David Huff
Door Greeters
1 Shirley Martin, Dixie Kovacs
8 George & Barbara Reid
15 George & Barbara Reid
22 George & Barbara Reid
29 George & Barbara Reid

Ushers
1 Jim & Margaret Hall,
Ben Nwoke, Moses Adiele
8 Jim & Margaret Hall,
Ben Nwoke, Moses Adiele
15 Terry Hamlin, David, Cathy, & Mitchel Kirtley
22 Terry Hamlin, David, Cathy, & Mitchel Kirtley
29 Gail DeCosta, Rich & Bonnie Kowalski,
David Huff
Flower Delivery
1 Easter Flowers
8 Jane Conrad
15 Laura & Brown Pearson
22 Jane Conrad
29 Shelley & Terry Hamlin

Food Closet
3 Terry Liendecker, Lyndale Baptist
5 Jane Tarter, Margaret Hall
10 Gerry Doyle, Becky Rowan
12 Shelley Murray, Lyndale Baptist
17 Mary Stahl, Lyndale Baptist
19 Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski
24 Becky Rowan, Lyndale Baptist
26 Jane McGee, Liz Snead
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
7500 Hull Street Road
N. Chesterfield, VA 23235-5810
Phone: 804-276-1749
www.southpreschurch.org
office@southpreschurch.org
Return Service Requested

April 2018
50th Anniversary
Celebration
Sunday, May 6, 2018
11:00 AM Service in the Sanctuary
Luncheon to Follow

Please RSVP to the church office
by April 9th.
Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?
Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line.

