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From the Pastor
Some of you movie buffs may have heard of something called the Bechdel Test. It is a little test that many
movie critics use to think about how women are represented in a film or other work of fiction. It consists of
two questions:

1. Does the work include at least two women who are identified by name?
2. Do those women talk to directly to one another about something other than a man?
You would be amazed how many books, movies, and plays do not meet these two simple requirements! Of
course, just because a movie doesn’t pass the test doesn’t mean it’s not a good movie. It just helps to
illustrate how Hollywood has often overlooked the stories of women.
While the bible is not a work of fiction, it is interesting to try to apply the same test to the stories of the
bible. It is easy think of men in the bible: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Noah, David, Solomon—the list
goes on and on. But there are very few stories in scripture about women. The world of biblical women—
their spiritual lives and their relationships to one another-- is something of a mystery to us. It is challenging
to find stories in scripture that can provide women with female role-models for faith.
But there is at least one important story in scripture that passes the Bechdel Test with flying colors—the
book of Ruth. Ruth is the story of two women, Naomi and her daughter-in-law Ruth. Their story spans
boarders and crosses cultures; it touches upon death, sex, money, inter-racial marriage, childbirth,
immigration and everything in between. But most importantly, it tells the story of a woman undergoing a
crisis of faith and the restoration of her trust in God.
During the month of August, we will embark on a four-week study of the book of Ruth entitled Ruth: Hope
in the Midst of Hopelessness. I am excited to dive in to the world of the bible from a different sort of
perspective and see what we might learn for the spiritual lives of these two ordinary women. I hope you will
come along for the ride! Remember, if you miss a week you can always find the sermons online at
www.southpreschurch.org or contact the church office for a written copy.
Peace,

P.S. If you need an extra summer challenge-- I think there are at least one or two other biblical stories that
would pass the Bechdel Test. What do you think?
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Christian Life
Worship Welcome

The experience of gathering each Sunday to worship God is very special. The value we place on worship is
clear in our church’s purpose statement: Our purpose is to provide an exciting and welcoming spiritual
experience that energizes all to share God’s love and care for others. And when we say we want that
spiritual experience to energize “all” we mean everyone-- from our oldest seniors to our youngest babies!
In order to reach that goal, Pastor Caitlin will be offering a class this August to help our younger kids and
their parents learn more about the traditions of our worship and offer ways for them to participate more fully
in our weekly services. The class will start on Sunday, August 19th at 10:00 AM and last for three Sundays.
So this fall, expect to see more of our children serving as acolytes, proudly passing the peace, collecting
special offerings, and maybe even leading a prayer or a song as a family. After all, Jesus said, “Let the little
children come to me.”

Church in the World
School Supply Drive & Blessing of the Backpacks
Southminster is working with Chesterfield County Community Support Services to collect school supplies
for special needs students from low income families. We have 78 children this year who will need to be
outfitted with the tools to learn.
Our School Supply Drive kicked off in mid-July and will run through Sunday, August 19th. If you would
like to contribute supplies to the drive, please bring them to the church and leave them in the Fellowship
Hall beneath the Session bulletin board. Below you will find a list of our most commonly needed items.
We also welcome monetary donations to the School Supply Fund; checks can be made out to Southminster
Presbyterian Church, with “School Supply” noted in the memo line.
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Pencils
Black Pens
Blue Pens
Red Pens
Crayons
Colored Pencils
Thin Markers
Erasers
Ruled Paper
Spiral Notebooks
Composition Books
Three-Ring Binders

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Dividers with Pockets
Colored Paper
Glue
Glue Sticks
Scissors
Baby Wipes
Clorox Wipes
Hand Sanitizer
Ziplock Bags (all sizes)
Backpacks for all ages
Large backpacks for older students
Paper grocery bags with handles

The school supply drive will culminate with the Blessing of the Backpacks during the 11:00 AM worship
service on Sunday, August 26th. Following worship we invite the congregation to stay and help pack up the
supplies for our students.
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Finance
Scholarship Update

Thanks to the generosity of beloved former members, active Southminster college-aged members have the
opportunity to receive help with their continuing education. This year the Scholarship Committee
distributed funds to seven young members totaling over $21,000.
We encourage all of our college-aged members to apply for scholarships during the spring. Parents, make
sure your children are confirmed and attend at least two worship services and church activities during the
year in order to be eligible. Not only will their spiritual life be enhanced, but your wallet with get some help
with tuition. We wish all of our students success in the new school year.

Scholarship Committee Chair

Leadership & Planning
Personnel Updates
The Southminster staff has undergone a few changes over the summer. We have bid farewell to Demas
Boudreaux, our organist and music director of eight years, as well as our nursery worker of the last five
years, Eryn Haysley. Both Demas and Eryn have left to pursue new challenges and opportunities, and we
wish them all the best.
We are also excited to welcome some new additions to our staff for the coming year. Katie Thomison will
join us from Union Presbyterian Seminary as our Seminary Intern for 2018 – 2019. Laurel Jones, who has
acted as our substitute organist on occasion, will be coming on as our Interim Music Director. We know you
all will make them feel welcome, and we invite you to learn a little more about them here:
Seminary Intern- Katie Rose Thomison
Katie Rose Thomison is completing her third and final year of the Masters of Divinity program at Union
Presbyterian Seminary. She is from Bowling Green, KY, attended Centre College, and worked at Montreat
Conference Center in North Carolina before finding a home in Richmond. Through an internship in
Baltimore last summer, she has grown further passionate and gained experience in community organizing
and missions based on relationships (and would love to talk to you about these things). She is excited to be
a part of the Southminster Presbyterian community and to learn all you will teach her!
Katie Thomison will join us on Rally Day.
Interim Music Director – Laurel Jones
My name is Laurel Jones and I am the interim music director here at Southminster. I am from Doylestown,
PA, and I have sung with choirs since I was 8 years old, played the piano since I was 7, and played the organ
for 13 years. I have a B.A. with a music minor in voice from Southern Virginia University in Buena Vista. I
am currently organist at my church: The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. I also home school my
three children, ages 9, 6, and 3.
Laurel Jones will join us on August 5th.
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Special Announcements
Southminster Yard Sale
Southminster held its second yard sale on Saturday, June 23rd. Under the leadership of Dianna Scott, David
& ChiChi Huff, and Dixie & Marty Kovacs, the yard sale raised over $2,000.00. The proceeds from the yard
sale will support future disaster-relief mission trips undertaken by Southminster.
The yard sale would not have been possible without the support of many dedicated volunteers who took the
time to help transport, sort, and price donated items and who worked on the day of the sale. We’d also like
to thank everyone who helped to fill our Fellowship Hall with donations for the sale.

Cub Scout Car Washes
Cub Scout Pack 2801 greeted the summer heatwave by planning a series of car washes in order to raise
funds for new handbooks and neckerchiefs. The car washes are held in the Southminster parking lot. There
is no set cost per car wash, but all donations to the pack are appreciated.
The third and final Cub Scout Car Wash of the summer will be held on Saturday, August 25th from 10:00 AM
– 2:00 PM. We encourage everyone to come out and support the Scouts.

Farewell from Demas Boudreaux
Dear Southminster Family It is with a sincere heart that I share with you that I have resigned from my position as music director at
Southminster to pursue new opportunities in both church and community music, effective July 22nd. It has
been such a joy making music with all of you for the past eight (8!!) years. After this long time, it is time to
try my hand at a new musical venture.
Please know that my decision to leave is purely based on my desire to "keep growing" professionally,
musically, and spiritually, and for no other reason. You, whom I consider my family now, have watched me
grow along the way and I hope you'll understand my decision as a professional one, and not a personal one.
I must also add that I have been so proud of our choir and the work we have accomplished – large concerts,
difficult pieces, foreign languages, a cappella, and more. What a joy to have made so much wonderful
music with my choir, whom I will miss dearly.
Lastly, I ask that you all pray for me as I begin this next chapter in my life as I will certainly be praying for
all of you and Southminster Church. Caitlin and I have been in close communication and I have offered to
support her and Session in any way I can as they begin a formal search process for new musical leadership.
Thank you for what has been a wonderful chapter of my life, and, most of all, keep singing!
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LVS Cooking
Southminster volunteers will cook and serve dinner for Liberation Veterans Services on Saturday, August
18th. Dinner will be prepared in the Southminster kitchen and then transported to LVS.
If you would like to volunteer by cooking or serving dinner, please contact Susan Pharr at 804-745-4958
or shpharr@gmail.com.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray for our military personnel, Dan Bice, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Carson Crenshaw, Ron
Crenshaw, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, Pete Gillispie, Carolyn Griles, Bob & Net Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev
Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Earl & Donna Medicus, Adele Robertson, Eddie & Jenny
Schiller, Billy Smith, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher.

Southminster Notes
My warmest thank you to all who extended their sympathy after the death of my mother. Every card,
phone call, prayer, and all the food brought so much comfort to us as a family. The light and love of
Christ shone through each one of your kindnesses.
Susan Pharr
Dear Southminster Anniversary Committee & Church Family,
Thank you so much for the graduation acknowledgement with the lovely book and the financial gift for
creating the anniversary video.
Thank you again and it was a pleasure to be a part of a wonderful event.
Sincerely,
Trenton Williams

Dear Amazing Staff and Members of Southminster,
Thank you for the wonderful 50th Anniversary Celebration! What a special day for a very special church.
All of your hard work and planning is greatly appreciated and lunch was delicious. Thank you to
everyone for this amazing day of people and memories that have formed my childhood. May God
continue to bless and grow this church.
With love,
Monica Rowan Park
Notes will be published as space permits. Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.
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August Birthdays
1
3
6
7
8
10
13
15
16
17
21
22
23
26
28
29
30
31

Kathy Brammer, Morgan Krigelman
Courtney Price
Shelley Murray
Barbara Briggs, Gary Pond
Ken Brammer
Lynn Sutton
Aileen Davis, Logan Pond
Larry Chamberlain, David Flynt
Jeanne Coryell, Cooper Knight
Jarrett Johnson, Layla Pond, Libby Pond,
Howard Vann, Hunter Wheeler
Benton Flynt, Nancy Peters, Mark
Pinchbeck
Brad Flynt, Melba Jolly, Jim Lewis, Jacob
Wetzel, Naomi Campbell, Kyle Taggart
Rick Wheeler
Ivy Stennett
Becky Rowan, Dennis Stone
Kevin Pond
Chuck Greenberg, Gary Miller
Lindsay Pond Conrad

August Anniversaries
4
4
6
8
15
16
17
24
26
26
27
29

Matt & Barbara Briggs (34)
Rick & Jennifer Weddle (17)
Bob & Lisa Tully (35)
Gary & Amy Pond (26)
Bob & Bonnie Davis (50)
Brown & Laura Pearson (44)
Al & Karen Stafford (45)
Mark & Bonnie Endries (27)
Brad & Barbara Flynt (29)
Bob & Danise Warren (57)
Bob & Betsy Zehner (52)
James & Caitlin Deyerle (9)

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?
Let the church office know: 804-276-1749.

August Schedules
Communion Team
August 5th: Team 1
Elder Greeters
5 Deb Ellenberg
12 James Deyerle
19 Kitty Bice
26 Frank Grier
Facility Stewards
5 Bob Tully
12 Chuck Greenberg
19 Craig Campbell
26 Dan Bice
Door Greeters
5 George & Barbara Reid
12 George & Barbara Reid
19 George & Barbara Reid
26 Terry Liendecker
Ushers
5 Jim & Margaret Hall, Ben Nwoke, Moses Adiele
12 Terry Hamlin, David, Cathy, & Mitchel Kirtley
19 Terry Hamlin, David, Cathy, & Mitchel Kirtley
26 Gail DeCosta, Rich & Bonnie Kowalski,
David Huff
Flower Delivery
5 Communion
12 Aileen & Jerry Davis
19 Aileen & Jerry Davis
26 Aileen & Jerry Davis
Food Closet
2 Jane Tarter, Lyndale Baptist
7 Terry Liendecker, Gerry Doyle
9 Liz Snead, Jane McGee
14 Shelley Murray, Mary Stahl
16 Gerry Doyle, Lyndale Baptist
21 Bonnie Kowalski, Gail DeCosta
23 Margaret Hall, Lyndale Baptist
28 Melba Jolly, Terry Liendecker
30 Shelley Murray, Lyndale Baptist
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
7500 Hull Street Road
N. Chesterfield, VA 23235-5810
Phone: 804-276-1749
www.southpreschurch.org
office@southpreschurch.org
Return Service Requested

August 2018
Rally Day
Sunday, September 9th
11:00 AM Worship
12:00 PM Fall Picnic
Join us as we celebrate the start
of a new Sunday School year.
Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?
Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line.

