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From the Pastor
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven… a time to plant, and a time to
pluck up what is planted,” reminds the Teacher of Ecclesiastes. This is a time for plucking up in my life—
plucking up of seeds planted long ago that have ripened into an amazing fruit. It is with the greatest joy that
I share with you my news: I accepted the call to be the pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Wooster, Ohio, located on the campus of the College of Wooster.

As many of you are aware, embracing my sense of call to ordained ministry has been a long and windy
journey for me. It started during my university days back in Romania, in conversations with my friends and
PCUSA mission co-workers in our small Bible study group. Later, studying at Union Presbyterian
Seminary, my faith and sense of call was challenged, shaped and transformed in often unexpected ways.
My engagement with mission work in Palestine and in Hungary among refugees helped me to understand
and practice faith in ways that incarnated in the everyday realities of the people I strive to love and care for.
However, one of the most important chapters of my formation as a pastor has been here with you,
Southminster church family! You have embraced this foreigner with a funny accent. You have been
supportive of me and loved me. You have been gracious and patient with me as I have grown comfortable
in my pastoral skin, as I’ve developed my preaching voice and as I nudged you to venture out into
unfamiliar mission territory like engagement with advocacy and justice ministry through RISC. Caitlin, as
the pastor of Southminster, colleague in ministry and friend, you not only created the space for me to grow
but also modelled and embodied the love, compassion, discipline and wisdom that make a good pastor.
So I am ready for the next chapter in my journey for which you prepared me so well, ready to change
directions, as it were, from Southminster to Westminster . But this is not the time for good byes yet! I am
currently working toward a new visa for my new role at Westminster, likely a one to two months process.
Your prayers for a smooth process are appreciated! If all goes well, I am hoping to start at Westminster on
February 1, 2019.What a wonderful serendipity that we enter this time of transition in our shared life here
at Southminster just as we begin our journey through Advent. I am truly thankful that you can share in my
joy of having received the long-awaited call to become a pastor and am looking forward to see what
amazing things the Light of the World will yet reveal in our lives.
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Christian Life

Southminster Presbyterian Church
presents

A Service of Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 16th at 7:00 PM
Following the service all are invited to enjoy a
cider and dessert social in the Fellowship Hall

Birthday Party for Jesus
Family, friends, and kids of all ages are invited to join us for our annual Birthday Party for Jesus
celebration on Wednesday, December 5th at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Join us for dinner and birthday
cake, along with some fun games and a festive story time for the kids that reminds us of the reason for the
season.
The event is free to all but if you would like to make a contribution we encourage you to bring three cans
of food to donate to the food pantry…just like the three gifts the wise men brought to Jesus for his
birthday!

Church in the World
CCHASM Thanksgiving Baskets
Thank you, Southminster! This year we were able to contribute 24 Thanksgiving baskets to CCHASM’s
annual drive. Every year, CCHASM puts out the call to its partner churches to help collect food for
Thanksgiving baskets. Over the course of several weeks, our members bring in food for the baskets; some
bring individual items while others prefer to bring in complete baskets.
The CCHASM Thanksgiving baskets are then taken to the fairgrounds on the weekend before Thanksgiving
and handed out to clients. CCHASM clients begin registering to receive a basket in early October and come
to pick them up at the fairgrounds. It’s a nice opportunity for CCHASM volunteers to get to meet some of
our clients face-to-face.
In addition to our 24 baskets, we also served our normal Food Closet client load during this time. Our food
ministries would not be possible without you, our members, who so generously contribute not only food, but
your time and labor to help others.

Finance
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Pledge Cards

Thank you to all of our faithful members who have already submitted your 2019 pledge cards. We have had
an encouraging response so far, but we need you for the final push to a balanced budget. Your pledges are a
huge help to the Session as we build the budget for the coming year.
If Southminster is a meaningful part of your life there is still time to be a part of our Stewardship season this
year. Even a gift of $20 a month is a way to show your appreciation for this special community. The
deadline to return pledge cards is Sunday, December 9th. You are welcome to mail your card in, place it in
the offering plate on Sunday, or drop it by the church office during business hours. Thank you for your
dedication to our church.

Leadership & Planning
Music Director
Our Music Search Team has been hard at work and we are pleased to welcome our new Music Director
Kimberly Ryan! Kimberly will join us in January and she is excited to be working and worshiping with us.
Kimberly has been teaching and performing in Richmond for over 15 years. She is the director of Vocal
Music and Orchestra at Trinity Episcopal School, where she is building a new program that currently consists
of 2 choirs and a chamber string orchestra. She also runs a Suzuki Violin and Viola studio in her home, with
students ranging in age from 3 to 18. She served for 5 years as alto section leader at First Presbyterian
Church, where she was also the director of Praise Kids, the kindergarten through 2nd grade children’s choir.
A seasoned performer, Kimberly can frequently be found playing viola with professional ensembles around
Richmond, including the Richmond Symphony Orchestra and her string quartet, Rosette. Her musical
training started at a young age and continued at VCU where she earned a Bachelor of Music Education
focusing on violin and voice, and then Cleveland Institute of Music, where she was a graduate student
studying viola performance. She has a deep passion for music, teaching, and worship, and feels honored and
excited to join the community at Southminster Presbyterian! In her free time, Kimberly loves practicing
yoga, reading, and spending time with her niece and nephew.

Facilities
Inclement Weather Policy
In case of inclement weather on a Sunday morning,
the decision to cancel services will be made by the
pastor and the facilities chairperson by 7:30 AM.
By 8:00 AM, closing notices will be submitted to
local Richmond CBS, NBC, and ABC stations, a
notification will be sent to the email list, and a
notice will be posted on the church Facebook page.
You may also call the church office where the
voicemail message will be updated with appropriate
information.

Presbyterian Women
Ruth Circle
December 4th at 2:00 PM
Fellowship Hall
Martha Circle
December 5th at 10:00 AM
Christian Life classroom
Lunch at Sal’s following the meeting
Esther Circle
December 11th at 10:00 AM
Fellowship Hall

Special Announcements
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RISC Update
After 3 years of preparatory work—
partnering with Bon Air Presbyterian
church and attending RISC meetings to see
how RISC works—at the Community
Problems Assembly on October 29 ,
Southminster became the 21st member
congregation of RISC.
We had an amazing representation at this important milestone in the life of our congregation: 18 of us came
out to commit in front of the entire assembly to join in justice ministry in our metro Richmond area!
This fall, RISC leaders held 41 house meetings across the member congregations and heard over 500 stories
and concerns. At the Community Problems Assembly, we listened to 3 RISC members share stories of their
concerns for family members, friends and themselves. Over 200 network members (people committed to
attending 4 RISC events per year) voted on the next issue that RISC will tackle. Housing won the vote and
will be our next big initiative in 2019! The housing research team began its work on November 19, and two
Southminster network members signed up to participate in this important work. The team will review stories
shared during the listening process, and will meet with experts in the field to understand the problem and
identify proven solutions.
Friends, we know that doing justice requires persistence and people power. As the stories we heard remind
us, on our own, none of us can solve the problem of housing, but together we can move mountains! If you
want to learn more about RISC, talk to Cathy Kirtley or Shelley Murray, the Southminster representatives on
the RISC Board.
Ushers for 2019
Are you interested in serving as an usher in 2019? Our ushers work in teams to hand out bulletins on
Sunday and to greet members and visitors. If you are interested in volunteering to be an usher, please
contact Guy Dixon (804-986-3512) or Marsha Lane (804-489-8944).

Progressive Dinner
The Southminster Progressive Dinner will take place on Saturday, December 8th. Dinner guests will
progress from host house to host house, beginning with appetizers at 6:00 PM, followed by dinner at 7:15
PM and dessert at 9:00 PM. The cost of the dinner is $15.00 per person. RSVP forms are available in the
Narthex. Brown Pearson is also actively seeking host homes for the dinner. If you are interested in hosting
or have questions, please contact Brown at 804-347-8895.
Session Highlights
• Heard a report on the October Presbytery Meeting
• Approved the appointment of Joyce Lapsley as new chair of the Leadership and Planning Committee
• Discussed ways to improve participation on Work Days
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Rev. Fred Holbrook Approved as Interim General Presbyter/Stated Clerk

At the October 20th stated meeting, Presbytery of the James voted to approve Rev. Fred Holbrook as the
interim general presbyter/stated clerk to succeed Rev. Carson Rhyne. Fred will begin a 12-month renewable
call on December 1, 2018.
On October 11, Presbytery of the James’s Committee on Ministry (COM) authorized the Interim Search
Committee to present Rev. Fred Holbrook to the presbytery for approval as the interim general
presbyter/stated clerk to succeed Rev. Carson Rhyne.
Fred has been a minister of Word and Sacrament for 35 years. During this time, he has served as pastor,
head of staff, interim pastor, and associate pastor to churches in Virginia, North Carolina, and Kansas.
His most recent ministry was as interim pastor to Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church in Overland Park,
Kansas. From 2002 to 2014, Fred was executive director of Massanetta Springs Camp and Conference
Center. Fred has a strong grasp of polity and parliamentary procedure which has enabled him to support
churches, moderators, stated clerks, and presbyters at mid-council levels.
Fred was awarded a Doctor of Ministry degree from Union Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond. He is
married to Laura, a Christian educator, with whom he has three adult children and two grandchildren.
New Children’s Books Available
Our children's church bookshelf has some new additions! We have added more board books for our littlest
worshipers to enjoy during the service. You can find them on the bottom left hand shelf in the bookcase in
the Sanctuary.
Our most exciting new additions are all of the books on our special Christmas shelf. We encourage you to
choose a new book to enjoy each week in December. Just make sure to return it after worship so all of us can
share.
Remember in Prayer
Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, Carolyn Griles,
Bob & Net Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Earl & Donna Medicus, Adele
Robertson, Eddie & Jenny Schiller, Billy Smith, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher.

Directory Updates
David & Joyce Burton
18101 Baldwin Circle
Holly, MI 48442
248-983-6715

Michael & Cindy Ferguson
804-647-9569

Eddie & Audrey Pearson
chpearso@yahoo.com
Eddie’s Cell: 804-370-0771
Audrey’s Cell: 757-270-1149

Reggie & Ivy Stennett
doctorhokie@gmail.com

Notes will be published as space permits. Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.
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December Birthdays
1
3
5

7
9
10
13
14
17
18
20
21
24
25
26
27
29
31

Haddie Knight
Curtis Kearns
Jason Endries, Joyce Grier,
George Reid, Riki Stone
Brown Pearson, Kathy Liesfeld
Kate Grier, Pam Lumsden
Pat Thomas
Reggie Stennett
Ginny Williams
Sonia Mazzamuto, Adele Robertson
Anne Smith, Billy Smith, Christina Carter,
Robert Zehner
Shirley Martin, Jenny Schiller
Jim Park
Jenny Williams
Al Stafford
Merrill Dugger, David Lamberton,
Abby Willis
Julie Dugger, Norris Hall, Lou Schelter
Jeff McDonald
Kitty Bice

December Anniversaries
10
12
16
17
18
18
20
22
29
30

Courtney & Lil Price (30)
Jim & Margaret Hall (54)
Caroline & Coveh Solaimani (1)
Maggie & Daniel Bass (2)
Charles & Kathy Krausse (46)
Jim & Debbie Dugger (30)
Jim & Betsy Davis (49)
Tom & Shelley Murray (38)
Dennis & Riki Stone (47)
Ron & Susan Witcher (40)

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?
Let the church office know: 804-276-1749.

December Schedules
Communion Team
Dec. 2nd: Team 2 – Trays
Dec. 24th: 8PM: Team 3 - Intinction
Elder Greeters
2 Marty Kovacs
9 Deb Ellenberg
16 James Deyerle
23 Kitty Bice
30 Frank Grier

December Schedules, cont.
Facility Stewards
2 Bob Griffin
9 Bob Tully
16 Chuck Greenberg
23 Craig Campbell
30 Dan Bice
Door Greeters
2 George & Barbara Reid
9 George & Barbara Reid
16 George & Barbara Reid
23 Betty Smith, Barbara Wheeler
24 5:00 PM Lynn Hodges, Amanda Bunkholt
24 8:00 PM Lil & Courtney Price
30 Betty Smith, Barbara Wheeler
Ushers
2 Gerry Doyle, Terry Liendecker,
Ron Hepp, Jacob Wetzel
9 Gail DeCosta, Rich & Bonnie Kowalski,
David Huff
16 Gail DeCosta, Rich & Bonnie Kowalski,
David Huff
23 Jim & Margaret Hall, Kitty Bice, Dianna Scott
24 5PM Jeff McDonald & Family
24 8PM Marsha Lane, Guy Dixon
30 Jim & Margaret Hall, Kitty Bice, Dianna Scott
Flower Delivery
2 Communion
9 Susan & Ron Witcher
16 Poinsettias
23 Poinsettias
30 Susan & Ron Witcher
Food Closet
4 Shelley Murray, Mary Stahl
6 Bonnie Kowalski, Gail DeCosta
11 Shelley Murray, Barbara Reid
13 Melba Jolly, Lyndale Baptist
18 Jane Tarter, Terry Liendecker
20 Jane McGee, Gerry Doyle
25 Closed
27 Closed
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
7500 Hull Street Road
N. Chesterfield, VA 23235-5810
Phone: 804-276-1749
www.southpreschurch.org
office@southpreschurch.org
Return Service Requested

December 2018
Christmas Eve Services
5:00 PM ~ Family service for
members of all ages
8:00 PM ~ Traditional worship
service with communion

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?
Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line.

