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This month’s front page is adapted from, “Kairos, the Right Time for Christmas” from In My Heart I Carry a 

Star: Stories for Advent by Derek Maul. May we all find space to celebrate God’s timing this Advent!  
 

There is something fundamentally unbalanced about the way we tend to run full tilt into Christmas every 

year. Headlong, like Advent is some kind of race; as if we have to get there first. “Avoid the Christmas rush 

and shop now!” the advertisements say, and so we all rush to the mall the day after Thanksgiving, along with 

two million other people. “Only thirteen more shopping days till Christmas” has morphed into “Only 

thirteen days till Christmas’ because now every single day is a shopping day—24/7 if we know where to 

look, and we certainly do. The meaning of the season seems dependent on our dexterity with a charge chard. 

Time is finite and there’s only so much of it to go around, the market preachers, so if we don’t’ utilize every 

single minute correctly, we will somehow be under-Christmasized!  
 

The ancient Greeks drew on more than one word to understand the concept of time. Chronos describes time 

that is calculable, fleeting, consumable, and finite. Chronos is the kind of time that presses on us harshly, 

that so often leaves us both breathless and disappointed. The other word for time is Kairos, the time of 

opportunity or of intervention. Kairos is the right time or the critical moment. Kairos is God’s time, time that 

exists independent of such constraints as the rising and the setting of our sun in relation to this earth.  
 

“Where did the time go?” is Chronos time. “Only a few more shopping days left until Christmas,” is 

Chronos time.  
 

“But when the fullness of time had come,” Paul writes to the Galatian church, “God sent his Son”. Our 

Savior was born at God’s precise timing; in a very real sense Christmas is God’s time for us.  
 

We use the word Advent to help us understand the meaning of these often-hectic weeks leading up to 

Christmas. Advent means, quite literally, “a moving toward,” and most of us have a great deal of moving 

forward to accomplish if we are going to be even a little prepared in Kairos time for the coming of the 

Messiah. The true meaning of Advent, the only meaning of any real value, is found in Kairos time: grace, 

encouragement, empowerment, Immanuel, hope. We miss the point of Advent entirely when we submit to 

the push and the press of Chronos, compelling a season of frenetic and often ill-advised activity.  
 

But we need not worry; there is plenty of time to accomplish what is truly important over the next few 

weeks. God created time for the ordering of our lives. And absolutely nothing in our Chronos rush can 

possibly hold the power to frustrate our faith and our hope if we seek the infant Christ, struggling in the 

straw, born in Bethlehem, and offering the world his inestimable gift: the promise and the assurance of hope.  
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Church in the World 

Christmas Joy Offering  
 

According to Matthew’s Gospel, one of the names given to Jesus is Emmanuel, which means “God is with 

us.” In Jesus, we receive the perfect gift of God being with us, and of being with those who were often 

overlooked, left out, vulnerable, or in need. What a powerful gift, a perfect gift, the gift of… being with. We, 

too, want to share the power of being with those we love and those in need, by offering gifts like those we 

give to the Christmas Joy Offering. 

 

This Offering which we collect on the Fourth Sunday of Advent has been a cherished Presbyterian tradition 

since the 1930s. 50% of your gifts make it possible for students to learn and grow in faith at Presbyterian-

related schools and colleges equipping communities of color. The other 50% of your gifts assists current and 

retired church workers and their families with critical financial needs. You may read of personal stories 

about how the Christmas Joy Offering makes a difference in the lives of students of color and retired church 

workers at https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/stories/. Let us witness to the “God with us” by sharing gifts 

generously! 

Children’s Sunday School  
in December 

 
The Children's Sunday School classes 

and Children’s Choir will not meet 

December 8th or 29th.  

 

We hope you will join us for Pancake 

Breakfast on December 8th, and are able 

to get a little extra rest and time with 

family on the 29th. 

Festival of Lessons & Carols 
 

Our wonderful Sanctuary Choir is hard at work preparing an exceptional musical celebration for the 

Christmas season. The choir will feature many special guest singers and will be joined by a string quartet for 

this special evening. Our program features favorite Christmas carols in addition to moving musical 

selections by Rutter, Berlioz, Vivaldi, and more. 
 

The service follows a structure which dates back to the late 19th century. It features nine scripture lessons 

recounting the miraculous story of Jesus’ birth, followed by a prayer and a carol or other song that reflects 

on the lesson's message. Join us for our Festival of Lessons and Carols service on Sunday, December 15th at 

7pm, followed by hot cider and cookies in the Fellowship Hall. Childcare will be provided. 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/stories/
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Leadership & Planning 

Facilities 

Finance 

 

Presbyterian Women 
 

Ruth Circle 

  December 3rd at 1:00 PM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Anna Circle      
  

No meeting in December 
 

Martha Circle 

December 4th  at 10:30 AM 

Christian Life Classroom 

Lunch at Sal’s at 12:00 PM 
 

Esther Circle  

December 10th at 10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall (Lesson 4) 
 

Inclement Weather Policy 
 

In case of inclement weather on a Sunday morning, 

the decision to cancel services will be made by the 

pastor and the facilities chairperson by 7:30 AM. 

   

By 8:00 AM, closing notices will be submitted to 

local Richmond CBS, NBC, and ABC stations, a 

notification will be sent to the email list, and a 

notice will be posted on the church Facebook page.  

You may also call the church office where the 

voicemail message will be updated with appropriate 

information. 

Stewardship 
 

Don’t miss out on being a part of our 2020 Stewards of Hope Stewardship Campaign.  
 

Becoming a pledging member is a way to show your gratitude to God, church, and neighbor. Your personal 

pledge shows love and gratitude for your neighbors by making our mission and ministry possible. It shows 

gratitude to Southminster for being a supportive and loving faith community. But most of all your generosity 

shows gratitude to God for the grace we have all been given in Jesus Christ!  
 

All of us have different abilities to give, but it is the commitment to generosity that brings God joy!  
 

We encourage you to turn your Stewardship pledges in by Sunday, December 1st in order to be included in 

the 2020 budget process. Pledges can be made online at www.southpreschurch.org/give, sent to the church 

office, or placed in the offering plate during worship.  

Hymnal Pick-Up 
 

Our beautiful new Glory to God hymnals are in and we have already begin to enjoy using them to lift up 

praise to God during worship!  
 

Our office staff has painstakingly catalogued all of dedications in our blue hymnals and they are available in 

the Fellowship Hall now through Christmas for pick up. Please feel free to take any hymnal that you 

dedicated or was dedicated to you! If you happen to know of a member who may not be able to pick up their 

hymnals I encourage you to deliver them on your next visit. Any hymnals still left after Christmas will be 

made available for other people to take as a keepsake or recycled for other purposes. Thank you for helping 

us find all of our hymnals a good home!  

about:blank
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Special Announcements 

Session Highlights 

Progressive Dinner 
 

The Southminster Progressive Dinner will take place on Saturday, December 14th.  Dinner guests will 

progress from host house to host house, beginning with appetizers at 6:00 PM, followed by dinner at 7:15 

PM and dessert at 9:00 PM.  The cost of the dinner is $15.00 per person.  RSVP forms are available in the 

Narthex.  Brown Pearson is also actively seeking host homes for the dinner.  If you are interested in hosting 

or have questions, please contact Brown at 804-347-8895. 

Girl Scout Babysitting 
 

Girl Scout Troop 603 will be hosting FREE babysitting for Southminster parents to get that Christmas 

shopping done or have a quiet morning out. 
 

 When:  Southminster Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall 

 When: Saturday, December 7th from 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 

This will assist the Cadettes (ages 12 - 14) achieve their babysitting badge.  There will be two adult leaders 

with approved background checks supervising this event, and everyone participating has already completed 

first aid and babysitting training.  Children will play games, make Christmas art and have a snack.  Please 

inform the leaders of any allergies when you arrive.  If you would like to sign your child or children up, 

RSVP to Rev. Deyerle by December 3rd. 

Girl Scout Pancake Breakfast 
 

Girl Scout Troop 603 will be hosting a Pancake Breakfast with Santa on Sunday, December 8th from 9:30 

AM to 11:00 AM. Our scouts have a great time with this event. New this year... Santa will be coming to 

make an appearance!  Have your cameras ready! 

 

The meal includes pancakes, sausage, juice and coffee.  While there is not a fee to attend, we do suggest a 

donation of $5 per person.  

• Approved celebrating Communion by intinction at both indoor and outdoor services during the summer. 
 

• Discussed creating a "pray-ground" area in front of the church for young children to stay in the sanctuary 

during worship. 
 

• Approved funding to allow piano tuning of the pianos in the choir room and in front of the Sanctuary 

before the Lessons and Carol service. 
 

• Received a financial report from the Finance Committee and a status report on receipt of pledges to date. 
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Notes will be published as space permits.  Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.  

Remember in Prayer 
 

Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, Carolyn Griles, 

Bob Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Shirley Martin, Jane McGee, Earl & 

Donna Medicus, Adele Robertson, Billy Smith, Liz Snead, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher. 

Directory Updates 

Katie & Justin Roland 

5522 Cottage Street 

Richmond, VA  23225 

kt.gberg@gmail.com 

Southminster Notes 

Thank you to everyone who has expressed their sympathy and good wishes following my dad’s recent death.  

My family and I appreciate it very much. 

Sincerely, 

Joni M. Ervine 

Sanctuary Flower Dedications:  Changes in 2020 
 

Beginning in January 2020 the cost to dedicate Sanctuary flowers will increase.  Due to the rising costs of 

both flowers and delivery service, the cost to dedicate flowers will be $60.00.   This is based on the charges 

from our florist; after considerable research we have found this price to be fair and on par with what other 

churches in our area pay for similar flowers.   
 

The logistics of flower dedication will work the same way.  There will be a sign-up chart outside of the 

church office where people can reserve their Sundays.  The dedication and payment should be given to the 

office manager, and we ask that you specify if you would like to keep your flowers or send them to a special 

care member.   
 

On Sundays when no one has signed up to dedicate we will forgo having flowers.  Instead we look forward 

to letting some of the artistic and creative members of our congregation find new ways to make our 

Sanctuary beautiful for worship. 
 

2019 Contributions 
 

Contributions for 2019 must be received by the church office by December 31, 2019 in order to be included 

in this year’s contribution statements. 

Dear Southminster Family, 
 

Thank you all for your love and support as I recovered from my broken ankle and surgery.  I appreciate all 

of the cards, calls, and visits I have received over the past few weeks.  It’s wonderful to be part of such a 

caring church family. 

Marsha Lane 



Elder Greeters 

1    Naomi Campbell 

8    Tracey Williams 

15  James Deyerle 

22 Kitty Bice 

29  Jan Belote 

Visitation Team 

8    Susan & Ron Witcher 

15 Poinsettias 

22  Poinsettias  

29  Susan & Ron Witcher 

Ushers 

1 Rich & Bonnie Kowalski, Gail DeCosta,  

              David Huff 

8 Laura Pearson, Jerry Davis, Pat Thomas 

15  Laura Pearson, Jerry Davis, Pat Thomas 

22 Jim & Margaret Hall, Kitty Bice, Dianna Scott 

24 (5 PM)  The McDonald Family 

24  (8 PM)  The Kirtley Family 

29  Jim & Margaret Hall, Kitty Bice, Dianna Scott 

Food Closet 

3    Melba Jolly, Lyndale Baptist 

5    Gail DeCosta, Lyndale Baptist 

10   Shelley Murray, Terry Liendecker 

12   Mary Stahl, Lyndale Baptist 

17   Jane Tarter, Melba Jolly 

19  Margaret Hall, Bonnie Kowalski 

24  Closed 

26 Closed 

31  Closed 

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?   

Let the church office know:  804-276-1749. 

December Birthdays 
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Communion Teams 

December 1st:  Team 4, Trays 

December 24th:  Team 2, Intinction 

Facility Stewards 

1    Howard Boughton 

8    Jerry Davis 

15  Jim Hall 

22 Lynn Hodges 

29  Mark Endries 

December Anniversaries 

December  Schedules, cont. 

1 Haddie Knight 

3 Curtis Kearns 

5 Jason Endries, Joyce Grier,  

      George Reid, Riki Stone 

7 Brown Pearson, Kathy Liesfeld 

9    Kate Grier, Pam Lumsden 

10  Pat Thomas 

13 Reggie Stennett 

14  Ginny Williams 

17 Sonia Mazzamuto, Adele Robertson 

18 Anne Smith, Billy Smith, Christina Carter, 

Robert Zehner 

20  Shirley Martin, Jenny Schiller 

21  Jim Park 

24  Jenny Williams 

25 Al Stafford 

26 Merrill Dugger, David Lamberton,  

      Abby Willis 

27  Julie Dugger, Norris Hall, Lou Schelter 

29 Jeff McDonald 

31  Kitty Bice 

10  Courtney & Lil Price (31) 

12 Jim & Margaret Hall (55) 

16  Caroline & Coveh Solaimani (2) 

17  Maggie & Daniel Bass (3) 

18  Charles & Kathy Krausse (47) 

18  Jim & Debbie Dugger (31) 

20  Jim & Betsy Davis (50) 

22 Tom & Shelley Murray (39) 

29  Dennis & Riki Stone (48) 

30  Ron & Susan Witcher (41) 

Acolytes 

8    Grady Osborne 

15  David Campbell 

22  Luke Pearson 

29  Rebekah Campbell 
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
7500 Hull Street Road 

N. Chesterfield, VA  23235-5810 

Phone:  804-276-1749 

www.southpreschurch.org 

office@southpreschurch.org 

Return Service Requested 

December 2019 

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?   

Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line. 

Christmas Eve Services 

5:00 PM ~ Family service for 
members of all ages 
 
8:00 PM ~ Traditional worship 
service with communion 

http://www.southpreschurch.org/
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org

