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I’ve always been drawn to the study of history, intrigued by the complex and sometimes contradictory 

histories of the ethnic groups of my native Eastern Europe. Growing up belonging to an ethnic 

minority group, you learn early on that there is more to THE history of your place, that there are 

stories that might be missing from your general history books. Remembering our history is an 

important concept in our scriptures too. Deuteronomy says, “tell these stories, teach them to your 

children (Deuteronomy 6:4-6),” so your children don’t forget, so your children know where they come 

from. Our stories, our history shape our identity as the people of God, but also as a nation. 

  

Aware that history is often told by the dominant voices, Black History Month has always struck a 

chord in me, for it provides the opportunity to learn more about those alternate stories. Observed 

during the month of February, Black History Month is an annual celebration of achievements by 

African Americans and a time for recognizing the central role of blacks in U.S. history. A “brainchild” 

of historian Carter J. Woodson, a national Negro History Week was established by what is known 

today as the Association for the Study of African American Life and History in the second week of 

February in 1926. They chose this week to coincide with the birthdays of Frederick Douglass and 

Abraham Lincoln, symbolizing the weaving together of various strands of histories, some of them 

until then deliberately ignored and suppressed. The week eventually grew into a month-long 

celebration during February that has been officially recognized and designated as a national 

observance by every US president since 1976. 

  

2018 marks the fiftieth anniversary of the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the icon of the 

civil rights movement. May we not only commemorate his death, but celebrate this life and legacy by 

remembering a fuller version of our history, recognizing and repenting over its less glorious parts as 

well. I invite you to take a time this month and attend an event organized as part of the Black History 

Month celebrations here in Richmond. Let us commit anew to work of reconciliation recognizing and 

valuing the heritage and contribution of all people in our society until “justice will roll down like 

water, and righteousness like a mighty stream.” 
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Christian Life 

Church in the World 

Lenten Bible Study  
  

Have you ever noticed how prominently food is featured in the Bible? Throughout the Gospel of Luke, 

Jesus constantly interacts with food. Each chapter contains at least one reference to food or eating. Luke 

frequently depicts Jesus as eating with others, going to a meal, or coming from a meal. Food is an 

important part of his ministry. 

  

Southminster Presbyterian Church already has a vibrant Food Ministry. People are nourished through our 

partnership with CCHASM, Thanksgiving Baskets, Souperbowl of Caring, Liberation Veteran’s Services, 

and bagged lunches for students at Manchester Middle School. Have you considered how your 

participation in one of these ministries supports Jesus’ ministry? How might Southminster’s food ministry 

be used to nourish not only the physical needs, and but also spiritual needs, in our community? 

  

During Lent this year, I hope you will join us for a Bible study that explores the connections between Jesus 

and food, especially in the Gospel of Luke. We will meet on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM in the 

Fellowship Hall starting the week after Ash Wednesday. Please stay tuned for more information and see 

David Frost if you have questions. 

Ash Wednesday Service  
 

The 40 days of Lent, patterned on Jesus’ 40 days in the wilderness, represent a time for realigning our lives 

with the vows of the baptismal covenant and acknowledging our human limitations. On Ash Wednesday, we 

begin with dust and ashes. We are dust and our efforts in this life will one day be reduced to ashes. And in 

the meantime, we have deeply ingrained habits marked by sin, stained by selfishness, and resistant to our 

own efforts to change them. We acknowledge that we cannot fix ourselves by ourselves, but need God’s 

mercy and power to renew us in the way of Jesus as we seek to follow him either anew or more nearly. Join 

us as we begin this Lenten journey with a time of prayer, singing, and reflection at our Ash Wednesday 

service on February 14th at 7:00 PM in the sanctuary. 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
 

On Sunday, February 4th the Southminster youth will collect the Souper Bowl of Caring offering during 

worship.  The Souper Bowl of Caring is a special offering which specifically supports local hunger 

ministries.  This year the offering collected by Southminster will be split evenly between the Southminster 

Food Fund and the Liberation Veteran Services meal program. 
  

The Souper Bowl of Caring is the largest youth-led program of giving and serving in the country.  It uses 

Super Bowl Sunday as a means of mobilizing young people to fight hunger and poverty in their local 

communities, hence its slogan, “Let’s Tackle Hunger.”  The first Souper Bowl of Caring was held in 1990 at 

Spring Valley Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South Carolina.  During the first year, twenty-two churches 

raised $5,700.00 for hunger ministries.  Since then, the Souper Bowl of Caring has grown to include schools, 

businesses, and congregations of all faiths, and has raised more than $50 million dollars in monetary and 

food donations.  It has gained national attention and has formed partnerships with nine different NFL teams. 
  

We hope you’ll come out to support our youth and our local hunger programs on Super Bowl Sunday. 
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Presbyterian Women 
 

Anna Circle       

February 6th at 7:00 PM 

Debbie Greenberg’s residence 
 

Martha Circle 

February 7th at 10:00 AM 

Christian Life classroom 
 

Esther Circle  

February 13th at 10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Ruth Circle 

February 13th at 7:00 PM 

Katie Henderson’s residence 
 

New Phone System Update 
 

The Southminster office is pleased to report that the 

installation of our new phone system has been 

completed.  
 

The new system will allow the office to reliably 

maintain contact with our members.  It also gives us 

numerous new options for managing our voicemail 

system.  We are excited to have local technical 

support readily available through the company. 
 

We would like to thank David Huff and Jan Belote 

for all of their hard work over the past months in 

choosing a system and getting it implemented. We 

also appreciate the congregation’s patience during 

the transition.   

2018 Budget Update 
 

The 2018 finances for the church are looking strong – thanks be to God.  The 2018 Budget has been 

created based on member pledges received and input from the ministry teams.  It has been approved by 

the Finance Ministry Team and the Session.  The 2018 Budget will be presented at our Congregational 

Meeting on Sunday, February 4th. 

  

Peace, 

Mark Endries, Treasurer 

Annual Meeting 
 

Please mark your calendars for the thirty-sixth Southminster Annual Congregational Meeting to be 

held following worship at 12:30 pm on Sunday, February 4th in the Fellowship Hall.  We will enjoy a 

potluck luncheon and enjoy good fellowship together.  After lunch, we will review the 2018 budget, 

approve Rev. Deyerle's call package for the new year, and approve the 2018 Nominating Committee.   

 

We will need several volunteers for set-up and clean-up for the event.  Please contact Gary 

Smith, 804-543-6610, if you are interested in helping.  Hope to see you there! 

 

tel:(804) 543-6610
tel:(804) 543-6610
tel:(804) 543-6610
tel:(804) 543-6610
tel:(804) 543-6610
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Session Highlights 
 
 • Elected Deb Ellenberg and Jan Belote to represent Southminster at the Feb 17th Presbytery Meeting 

at Grace Covenant Church 

 

• Reviewed financial reports related to the 2017 Financial Review and 2017 Year-to-Date 

 

• Heard the Statistical Report to be presented at the Annual Meeting. 

Cub Scouts Pinewood Derby 
 

What do a block of wood, 4 plastic wheels, 4 nails and a 35 foot gravity track have in common?  A Cub 

Scout with an imagination, of course!  Every year Cub Scout Packs all over Chesterfield County run races 

within their packs.  The prize is bragging right and the opportunity for them to participate in a district wide 

competition. 
  

Cubs design their cars, and adults help them to cut them out using coping saws and, in some cases, power 

tools.  The cubs then paint their cars, add decals, put on the axles (the supplied nails), and the wheels.  The 

goal is to have the car as close to the weight limit of 5.0 ounces as it can be.  Fishing weights, official car 

weights, loose change from the car all serve that purpose.  All cars are checked for proper wheels, axles, 

weight, width and length just before the race is run.  Impounding the cars is tough for the builders as when 

that happens they cannot tweak the cars any more 
 

Race Day is scheduled for Friday February 9th.  Check in and impounding starts at 4:00 PM in the 

Fellowship Hall.  Dinner (pizza, drinks, dessert) will start at 6:00 and the races for each grade level, siblings,  

adults, boy scouts, and a guest pack will start promptly at 6:30 PM!  The top 5 in each grade level will be 

encouraged to go to the District Races.  The top car in each grade level will move on to the Pack Finals.  

Medals will be awarded at the Pack Finals.    Gentlemen, Start Your Engines! 

Cub Scout Sunday 
 

A Scout is Reverent – the 12th Scout Law 
  

Each year in February, all Cub Scout Packs, Boy Scout Troops, and Venture Crews pause in their busy 

schedules to participate in religious services with their Charter Partners and to thank them for sponsoring the 

units.  A key part of every Cub and Boy Scout advancement levels is Duty to God.   
  

On Sunday, February 11th, Cub Scout Pack 2801 and Boy Scout Troop 2801 will be attending and assisting 

at the 11:00 AM service at Southminster.  Our boys and leaders, in uniform, will meet at the church at 10:30 

AM to get ready for the service.  In the past our scouts have helped with distribution of bulletins, helped 

with the collection, and even had small parts in the service.  Some of our boys will choose to attend and 

participate in their own church’s services.  But many will be in attendance at SPC on February 11th, and with 

them, their parents and siblings.   
  

One of the leaders has said a number of times that they have felt so welcome at Southminster.  Lots of the 

boys assisted with CARITAS in January.  They participated in the Community Service day in May and 

helped to work the Yard Sale in June.  This fall some of our age groups were caught watering plants that 

looked a little dry and picked up trash that had found its way to places it should not have been.   

Sunday February 11th they will be helping us with the worship service.  Marian Fletcher, Committee Chair of 

both groups, says: “We look forward to this day each year and hope that you do as well”. 
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Notes will be published as space permits.  Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.  

Remember in Prayer 
 

Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Carson Crenshaw, Ron Crenshaw, 

Matt Davis, Pete Gillispie, Carolyn Griles, Bob & Net Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha 

Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Earl Medicus, Lil Price, Adele Robertson, Eddie & Jenny Schiller, Marcia 

Shipley, Billy Smith, Liz Snead, Lynn Sutton, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher. 

Directory Updates  

Gerry Doyle 
 

3100 Lakeshire Court 

Richmond, VA  23235 

804-447-8874 

Cell:  804-615-2107 

gerrydoyle@verizon.net 

Bob & Lisa Tully 
 

2705 E. Franklin Street 

Richmond, VA  23223 

Caroline & Coveh Solaimani 

and Bella Solaimani 
 

2506 Exhall Court 

Chester, VA  23831 

804-467-6854 

I just wanted to thank you for the lovely service you conducted for my Dad, especially 

at such a busy time of year!  I appreciate all that went into coordinating it.  It was a 

wonderful remembrance for my father. 

Tracey Edwards 

50th Anniversary News 
 

The Anniversary Task Force is seeking 

contact information for former members of 

Southminster.  If you have contact 

information for former members (addresses, 

phone numbers, or email addressed) please 

call or email Gary Smith with the 

information.    

 

Gary can be contacted at (804) 543-6610 or 

at smith24family@gmail.com. 

Save the Date for  
Camp Hanover Day Camp 

 

There may be snow on the ground, but 

Southminster is already planning for summer.  

Camp Hanover will bring their traveling day camp 

to Southminster from July 30 – August 3, 2018. 

 

Children entering kindergarten – 6th Grade are 

eligible to enroll in day camp.  Keep watching for 

more information.  

Casey Brammer 
 

362 Swing Gate Road 

Hertford, NC 27944 

tel:(804) 543-6610
tel:(804) 543-6610
tel:(804) 543-6610
tel:(804) 543-6610
tel:(804) 543-6610
tel:(804) 543-6610
tel:(804) 543-6610
mailto:smith24family@gmail.com
mailto:smith24family@gmail.com
mailto:smith24family@gmail.com
mailto:smith24family@gmail.com
mailto:smith24family@gmail.com


Elder Greeters 

4    Jan Belote 

11  Marty Kovacs 

18  Deb Ellenberg 

25  James Deyerle 

Flower Delivery 

4    Communion: No Flowers   

11   Danise & Bob Warren 

18   Karen Stafford 

25   Bob & Danise Warren 

Ushers 

4   TBD 

11  TBD 

18  TBD 

25 TBD 

 

Food Closet 

1    Liz Snead, Shelley Murray 

6    Jane Tarter, Lyndale Baptist 

8    Melba Jolly, Tom Murray 

13  Mary Stahl, Margaret Hall 

15  Jane McGee, Lyndale Baptist 

20  Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski 

22  Gerry Doyle, Barbara Reid 

27  Terry Liendecker, Lyndale Baptist 

Door Greeters 

4    Barbara & George Reid 

11  Barbara & George Reid 

18  Karen Stafford 

25  Barbara & George Reid 

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?   

Let the church office know:  804-276-1749. 

February Birthdays 
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Communion Team 

Team 1 - Intinction 

Facility Stewards 

4    Jerry Davis 

11  Jim Hall 

18  Lynn Hodges 

25  Mark Endries 

February Anniversaries 

February Schedules 

1    Gina Taggart 

3    David Burton 

4    Jim Davis 

7    Barbara Reid 

10 Kathy Krausse, Art Williams,  

      Michael Willis 

11  Lou Ann Daniel 

12  Kerry Silwick, Austin Smith 

15  Nan Mazzamuto 

19  Toni Briggs, Gregory Conrad 

20  Zach Hamlin, Kerry Knight, Tyler Mauzy 

21  Wanda Carneal, Grady Osborne 

23  Dan Pharr 

24  Anna Pinchbeck 

26  Tracey Bowser 

20    John & Winki Lampe  (19) 
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
7500 Hull Street Road 

N. Chesterfield, VA  23235-5810 

Phone:  804-276-1749 

www.southpreschurch.org 

office@southpreschurch.org 

Return Service Requested 

February 2018 

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?   

Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line. 

Sunday February 4th 
 

Offering will be taken 
during worship. 
 

Help us tackle hunger  
in our community! 

http://www.southpreschurch.org/
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org

