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From the Pastor
In case you haven’t noticed…our children’s ministry is growing! I am always so delighted to have our
younger generations engaged in their faith- but growth never comes without some growing pains. We have
adapted quickly in many ways, but we have noticed over the past year that our nursery can sometimes get
overcrowded on Sunday mornings. That has sometimes made families think twice about sending their kids to
the nursery! It has made me think that maybe we need to be more creative about providing options for our
youngest disciples. So, I have spent a lot of time over the past year researching what other churches who
have growing children’s ministries are doing to provide options for families. In November I presented a new
idea to the session to create a children’s worship space in our sanctuary. After carefully considering the idea
for several months, last week the session approved a 4-month trial period for our children’s worship space
starting in March.
So, what does that mean? You know those first couple of rows of pews where everyone is afraid to sit? Many
churches have experimented with that space by taking out a row or two of unused pews and creating a safe
space, with soft and quiet toys, for children ages 0-kindergarten to stay with their parents during worship.
Here are the three key elements of creating a children’s worship space:
1) It is designed to allow our youngest disciples to watch and learn from worship! Babies and toddlers can’t
see in the back. Many churches have found that by bringing our youngest children closer to the action
they are much more engaged, attentive, and even quieter during worship. Parents may be intimidated by
that front row seat…but kids love it!
2) This is a space for families. Parents, grandparents, and other adopted church family are intended to sit
with the children in this space, encouraging them to participate in the worship, teaching them, and
helping them learn the rules for how to honor God’s house. We all know they will not be perfect! But
grace is plentiful, and we are a church who love the sounds of life that tell us our children and
grandchildren are learning what it means to worship God.
3) The Body of Christ is made up of people of all ages. Having a space in our sanctuary specifically for
children encourages us to worship together appreciating both the joy of the young and the wisdom of the
old. This space is designed to allow busy families not to have to choose between church and family time
by allowing them the tools the need to be in worship together with their whole church family.
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Ash Wednesday & Lenten Study
The season of Lent is approaching! This year we will have a special prayer service for Ash Wednesday on
February 26th at 6:30 PM in the Sanctuary. This is a very special service full of self-reflection, prayer, and a
reminder of both the fragility and holiness of life.
As a way to engage all of our members this Lent we will be offering a 4 week intergenerational bible study
each Wednesday night for the month of March from 6:30 PM-7:30 PM. The class will be called “Won’t You
Be My Neighbor” and we will discuss the intersection of the classic children’s show Mr. Rogers’
Neighborhood and what the bible says about being a good neighbor. A nursery will be staffed for kids 6 and
under with special Mr. Rogers themed activities for kids.
Lent Schedule
Feb 26

6:30 PM

Ash Wednesday Prayer Service

March 4

6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Opening Potluck
Intergenerational Bible Study

March 11

6:30 PM

Intergenerational Bible Study

March 18

6:30 PM

Intergenerational Bible Study

March 25

6:30 PM

Intergenerational Bible Study

April 1

6:00 PM
6:30 PM

Closing Potluck
Intergenerational Service Project

Church in the World
Souper Bowl of Caring
The Souper Bowl of Caring is happening on February 2nd, Super Bowl Sunday! Our Southminster youth will
lead a food and donation collection following worship. So, root for your favorite team by giving back and
joining youth groups across the country in raising money to fight hunger. Whether you support the San
Francisco 49ers, prefer the Kansas City Chiefs, or are just hoping for a good game, your donation will make
a difference. Half of the donations collected will go to support the Southminster Food Fund, the other half go
to support hunger relief for our Veterans through Liberation Veterans Services. Please support our youth
group in this service project!
YMCA Community Conversation
On Wednesday, February 19th Southminster and the Manchester YMCA will co-host a Community
Conversation on Human Trafficking in Chesterfield. This free community forum will be held at
Southminster in the Sanctuary from 6:00 PM – 800 PM. We will hear from local law enforcement and other
experts on how our teenagers are particularly vulnerable targets for human traffickers and what we as a
community can do to help protect our children. Please invite you friends and neighbors, particularly those
who are parents, teachers, grandparents, or caregivers.
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Finance
Supporting Southminster: Ways to Give

There are many ways to support the church with your financial resources. On a regular or irregular basis or
to fulfill your annual pledge you can write a check, use cash, donate stock or securities, or easily make a
contribution online with your checking account Bill Pay or the Give+Church app. For those with qualified
retirement accounts you can make a Qualified Charitable Distribution directly from your IRA or 401K
account and reduce your taxable income by that same amount.
To leave a lasting legacy you can donate cash, stocks, or other assets to the church through your will.
Another legacy route is through an endowment that will pay you an annual partially tax-free income for as
long as you live. Please note that there is still $6,277 available to match gifts to the Endowment Fund! For
more information on any of the above please contact the Finance Committee.

Leadership & Planning
Nominations for Open Elder Spot
We are sad to share that Elder Naomi Campbell has resigned as a member of the session due to their family
move to Florida later this month. We are sorry to see the Campbell family go and are so grateful for their
leadership in our church!

The 2020 Nominating Committee is now accepting nominations to fill this vacant slot on the session. This is
a 2-year term of service starting as soon as a candidate can be elected and continuing through the end of
2021. If you are interested in serving or would like to nominate someone to serve, please contact Elder
Tracey Williams, williams4163@comcast.net or 804-674-4139.

Facilities
Inclement Weather Policy
In case of inclement weather on a Sunday
morning, the decision to cancel services will be
made by the pastor and the facilities chairperson
by 7:30 AM.
By 8:00 AM, closing notices will be submitted to
local Richmond CBS, NBC, and ABC stations, a
notification will be sent to the email list, and a
notice will be posted on the church Facebook
page. You may also call the church office where
the voicemail message will be updated with
appropriate information.

Presbyterian Women
Ruth Circle
February 4th at 2:00 PM
Katie Henderson’s residence
Anna Circle
February 4th at 6:30 PM
Debbie Greenberg’s residence
Martha Circle
February 5th at 10:00 AM
Christian Life Classroom
Esther Circle
February 11th at 10:00 AM
Fellowship Hall
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Special Announcements
College Care Packages

As part of the Congregational Life ministry in early February we will begin collecting items for our College
Care packages. Once a year care packages are sent or delivered as a way our church reaches out to our
youth acknowledging that they are remembered and a valued part of Southminster’ s community. A basket
will be available in the Fellowship Hall and we welcome donations of candy, crackers, chips, granola bars,
etc. (Due to mailing restrictions please no fruit, Jell-O, or pudding cups, or anything involving liquid.)
The care packages will be packed on Sunday, February 23rd following worship. If you have questions or
would like to volunteer, please call , text or email Susan Witcher at 804-516-1486- sjwitcher1@gmail.com.
Parents, please call or email the church office or Susan with an address of your youth!

BSA Sunday
On Sunday February 9th we will celebrate our BSA Troops for Scout Sunday! Members of Cub Pack 2801,
Scout Troop 2801 for Boys, Scout Troop 2801 for Girls, and their families will join us for worship. Our
Scouts will serve as Ushers and Worship Leaders for the day. We will have a special blessing for the Troops
and hear more about the projects they are working on and how you might get involved. I hope you will join
us for this special Sunday to support our Scout Partnership.

Choir News
Starting on Sunday, March 1st the choir will rehearse from 9:15 AM – 10:00 AM on Sunday mornings. Also
beginning in March the Wednesday night rehearsal will run from 7:00 PM – 9:00 PM.

Session Highlights
• Regretfully accepted resignation of Elder Naomi Campbell due to moving out of area
• Heard presentation/proposal for camera security system by facilities committee for session
consideration; referred back to finance committee for more information.
• Approved the trial of a Children's' Worship Center in the front of the Sanctuary.
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We know this idea won’t be right for every family on every Sunday! Some families will prefer to sit in their
usual places or continue to use our nursery. The children’s worship space simply offers another option for our
babies, toddlers, and preschoolers. If you are wondering, “What about our older kids?” we haven’t forgotten
them! We will be expanding the activities in our worship bags to be geared more towards our elementary age
kids. We will continue to encourage them to participate in worship through acolyting and children’s choir,
and we will work to expand their roles by inviting them to help the ushers, read scripture, or help the youth
with their drama projects.
If you have questions or feedback about this project, I encourage you to talk to me, our elders, or our
Director of Faith Formation, Caitlyn Hathaway. We will be offering a Q&A session on Sunday, Feb 2nd
following worship in the fellowship hall. If you want to see more beautiful photos and a great FAQ about
how this has worked for other churches I encourage you to visit, http://graceofav.org/prayground.

Children’s worship space, Grace Lutheran Church of Apple Valley, Minnesota
Remember in Prayer
Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, Frank Farrington,
Carolyn Griles, Bob Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Shirley Martin, Jane
McGee, Earl & Donna Medicus, Adele Robertson, Billy Smith, Liz Snead, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann,
Ryan Witcher.
Southminster Notes
Dear Southminster Family,
Thank you for all the cards you sent to me over the holidays, as well as the get-well cards, thoughts, and
prayers. I look forward to seeing you all soon.
Marsha Lane
Notes will be published as space permits. Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.
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February Birthdays
1
4
7
10
11
12
15
19
20
21
23
24
26

Gina Taggart
Jim Davis
Barbara Reid
Kathy Krausse, Art Williams,
Michael Willis
Lou Ann Daniel
Kerry Silwick, Austin Smith
Nan Mazzamuto
Toni Briggs, Gregory Conrad
Zach Hamlin, Kerry Knight
Wanda Carneal, Grady Osborne
Dan Pharr, Barbara Jordanger
Anna Pinchbeck
Tracey Bowser

February Anniversaries
20

John & Winki Lampe (21)

January Schedules, cont.
Acolytes
2 Communion
9 TBD
16 TBD
23 TBD

Facility Stewards
2 TBD
9 TBD
16 TBD
23 TBD

Ushers
2 Terry Liendecker, Ron Hepp,
Jacob Wetzel, Kitty Bice
9 BSA Scout Sunday
16 Laura Pearson, Pat Thomas,
Jerry Davis, Kathy Liesfeld
23 Laura Pearson, Pat Thomas
Jerry Davis, Kathy Liesfeld

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?
Let the church office know: 804-276-1749.
Visitation Team
2 Communion
9 Barbara & George Reid
16 Barbara & George Reid
23 Barbara & George Reid

January Schedules
Communion Teams
February 2, 2020: Team 1-Trays
Elder Greeters
2 Rich Kowalski
9 Anne Smith
16 Eddie Pearson
23 Marty Kovacs

Food Closet
4 Shelley Murray, Lyndale Baptist
6 Terry Liendecker, Lyndale Baptist
11 Mary Stahl, Jane Tarter
13 Melba Jolly, Lyndale Baptist
18 Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski
20 Terry Liendecker, Mary Stahl
25 Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski
27 Shelley Murray, Margaret Hall
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
7500 Hull Street Road
N. Chesterfield, VA 23235-5810
Phone: 804-276-1749
www.southpreschurch.org
office@southpreschurch.org
Return Service Requested

February 2020
Sunday February 2nd
Offering will be taken
during worship.
Help us tackle hunger
in our community!
Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?
Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line.

