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Epiphany is a eureka, an aha moment when you suddenly feel that you understand, you become 

conscious of something that is very important to you. The season of Epiphany that we enter reveals to 

us who this Christ is that has incarnated himself among us.  

  

According to the Gospel of John, Jesus, the incarnate God came to all people. From “his fullness, all 

receive grace upon grace” (John 1:4, 16). This is an expansive view of God’s glory: in Christ’s 

incarnation, God’s glory and blessing are already ours. It is not something to earn, but is found in 

connection and sharing with others. We live in a world where we are encouraged and enticed, both in 

our personal and national lives, to put our own wellbeing, our interests above others. We are tempted 

to draw boundaries, name enemies and allies, and put huge investments into defending what is 

“uniquely ours.” Epiphany scandalously reveals that Christ crosses all of these boundaries, refusing to 

be defensive or self-protective, and refusing to draw lines of separation. This incarnate Messiah draws 

all creation together into one, and gives up his own safety, security and comfort in order to do it.  

  

Growing up, my hometown Calvinist Reformed church has always celebrated the Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity between January 18-25 as part of our Epiphany practice to embody Christ’s call to his 

disciples that “they may be one so that the world may believe” (John 17:21). During this week, 

congregations from Reformed, Lutheran, Catholic and Unitarian traditions exchange pastors, they 

visit each other’s churches, worship, pray and discern together how to protect and defend the least as 

the One Body.  

  

We had an amazing experience of unity and neighborliness as we celebrated Christmas together with 

members of St. Luke’s United Methodist Church and Lutheran Church of Our Savior at our Festival 

of Nine Lessons and Carols here at Southminster. As we enter the season of Epiphany, could we 

continue this good discipline and seek together who needs to be included in our community right 

now? May we do so knowing that the Spirit of the Lord is upon us, because the Lord has anointed us 

to bring good news to the poor, proclaim release to the captives and recovery of the sight to the blind, 

to let the oppressed go free, and proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor. Amen. Alleluia.  
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Christian Life 

Church in the World 

Library Corner 
  

The Southminster library has added a number of new books to our church collection.  Stop by the library 

and check out: 
 

Rooted in Love by Roger Nishioka.  Fifty-two meditations and stories for Youth Ministry leaders. This 

book is for all who cherish our youth: youth leaders, pastors, educators and parents. 
 

An Altar in the World by Barbara Brown Taylor. The author speaks about paying attention to everyday 

chores and using them as meditation opportunities and chances to discover altars everywhere as one 

becomes open to sights, sounds and smells in the immediate world around one. 
 

The Little Lion – A Hero in the Holocaust by Nancy Wright Beasley. This autographed gift is the 

fictionalized story of the Lithuanian Gillman family and their escape from the Kovno ghetto. This youth 

novel was turned into a play and first performed at Swift Creek Mill Theater in early 2017. 
 

A Child’s Good Night Prayer by Grace Maccarone, illustrated by Sam Williams. This sweet volume is 

simply written and illustrated, easy for little ones to understand and possibly learn.  
  

We hope you will use our library as a resource and entertainment as well. Materials may be checked out 

for 30 days, with the exception of The Interpreter’s Bible Commentary. 

  

Jan Belote 

Librarian 

CARITAS 2018 
 

From January 20 -- 27, 2018 Southminster will again host 28 women in the CARITAS program.  Because 

of their new programs and building this may be the last year we host guests at the church.  We want the 

make this a special year for all.   

 

Sign up sheets for food, kitchen workers, servers and clean up help, shuttle drivers for showers and 

laundry, and members to spend the night are in the Narthex.  This year we have commitments from the 

Cub and Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts, and the Youth. So spots are already taken! 

 

In advance, I want to take the opportunity to thank the members of Southminister who have always so 

generously supported this program.   We truly believe and practice our Mission to Worship, Welcome and 

Serve. 

Gail DeCosta 
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Presbyterian Women 
 

Anna Circle       

January 2nd at 7:00 PM 

Debbie Greenberg’s residence 
 

Martha Circle 

January 3rd at 10:00 AM 

Christian Life classroom 
 

Esther Circle  

January 9th at 10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Ruth Circle 

January 9th at 7:00 PM 

Conference Room 
 

Inclement Weather Policy 
 

In case of inclement weather on a Sunday 

morning, the decision to cancel services will be 

made by the pastor and the facilities chairperson 

by 7:30 AM.   
 

By 8:00 AM, closing notices will be submitted to 

local Richmond CBS, NBC, and ABC stations, a 

notification will be sent to the email list, and a 

notice will be posted on the church Facebook 

page.  You may also call the church office where 

the voicemail message will be updated with 

appropriate information. 
 

We would like to have services if possible, but 

safety comes first! 

2018 Budget Update 
 

The 2018 finances for the church are looking strong – thanks be to God.  The 2018 Budget has been 

created based on member pledges received and input from the ministry teams.  It has been approved by 

the Finance Ministry Team and the Session.  The 2018 Budget will be presented at our Congregational 

Meeting on Sunday, February 4th. 

  

Peace, 

Mark Endries, Treasurer 

New Elder Installation 
 

During worship on Sunday, January 21th we will welcome our two new elders for the class of 2020, Jan 

Belote and Marty Kovacs. This will be a very special moment for both Jan and Marty since it is their 

first time to step into the role of ordained elder, a unique Presbyterian heritage, to work in partnership 

with the pastors to be spiritual leaders of the congregation. 

  

Installation Sunday is always a moving day, as elders of past years come forward to lay their hands in 

prayer on the shoulders of the newly selected class and ask God’s blessing upon them. I invite you to 

join us for worship that day, and extend you special thanks to these two people for agreeing to serve in 

this important role.  
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Session Highlights 
 

• Approved the transfer of membership for Erin McDonald to Apostles Church in New York 

 

• Approved the 2018 Budget, Financial Policy and Investment Policy 

 

• Celebration and thanksgiving for Moses Adiele, Bonnie Kowalski, Joyce Lapsley, Kathy Liesfeld, Jeff 

McDonald and Rick Schaffer for their gifts and service on the Session.  
 

Feeding Program Update: Liberation Veteran Services 
  

We had a very successful trip to Liberation Veteran Services in October to serve our first dinner meal to 

homeless veterans.  Several of us cooked a big (too big!) pot of chili that we transported and served, along 

with a salad, dessert and drinks, to approximately 20 veterans.  A big thank you to those who helped with our 

inaugural meal!  These men were most appreciative of the meal and fellowship. The Church in the World 

Committee is honored to be a part of this community-based ministry supporting this non-profit organization.   

LVS currently serves 38 homeless veterans who have been referred to LVS from the VA Hospital for not 

only shelter and food, but a broad range of case management services to foster independence and stability.  
  

We are always welcoming new volunteers.  We cook at the church in the afternoon, transport and serve at 

their building located at 1201 Hull St, then return to the church for clean up.  Southminster has committed to 

the following 2018 dates:  Saturday, February 3rd.  Friday, March 2nd.  Friday, May 4th.  Saturday, 

August 18th.  Thursday, October 18th.  Please contact Susan Pharr for more details on volunteering at 

shpharr@gmail.com or at 804-745-4958 
 

LVS is also always in need of certain items, such as toilet paper, paper towels, bus tickets, etc.  Please watch 

the Sunday bulletins for those specific requests for a specific date, as LVS needs may change.  Please do 

not drop off those items until you see the requested item in the bulletin. 

Lenten Bible Study 
  

Have you ever noticed how prominently food is featured in the Bible? Throughout the Gospel of Luke, 

Jesus constantly interacts with food. Each chapter contains at least one reference to food or eating. Luke 

frequently depicts Jesus as eating with others, going to a meal, or coming from a meal. Food is an 

important part of his ministry. 

  

Southminster Presbyterian Church already has a vibrant Food Ministry. People are nourished through our 

partnership with CCHASM, Thanksgiving Baskets, Souperbowl of Caring, Liberation Veteran’s Services, 

and bagged lunches for students at Manchester Middle School. Have you considered how your 

participation in one of these ministries supports Jesus’ ministry? How might Southminster’s food ministry 

be used to nourish not only the physical needs, and but also spiritual needs, in our community? 

  

During Lent this year, I hope you will join us for a Bible study that explores the connections between Jesus 

and food, especially in the Gospel of Luke. We will meet on Wednesday evenings starting the week after 

Ash Wednesday. Please stay tuned for more information and see David Frost if you have questions. 
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Notes will be published as space permits.  Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.  

Remember in Prayer 
 

Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Carson Crenshaw, Ron Crenshaw, 

Matt Davis, Pete Gillispie, Carolyn Griles, Bob & Net Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha 

Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Earl Medicus, Lil Price, Adele Robertson, Eddie & Jenny Schiller, Marcia 

Shipley, Billy Smith, Liz Snead, Lynn Sutton, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ginny Williams. 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers and the lovely service and reception.  Also for all the care 

and concern show to our mother over the years. 

 

Glenn & Kathi Brooks and Roger & Ann Brooks 

Alternative Gift Market Report 
 

The Alternative Gift Market had another successful year due to everyone who participated in and 

purchased gifts at the Market.  A big thank you to the women of the church who sponsored the 

reception and made all the wonderful goodies for everyone to enjoy as they shopped. 

 

The total gifts purchased this year were $3,812.00. 

 

          Alternative Gifts $3,662.00 

 

          Food Closet  $150.00 

 

Thanks to all of you who made this mission possible and for caring enough to help others during this 

Christmas season! 

Aileen Davis 

 
Annual Meeting 

 
Please mark your calendars for the thirty-sixth Southminster Annual Congregational Meeting to be 

held following worship at 12:30 pm on Sunday, February 4th in the Fellowship Hall.  We will enjoy a 

potluck luncheon and enjoy good fellowship together.  After lunch, we will review the 2018 budget, 

approve Rev. Deyerle's call package for the new year, and approve the 2018 Nominating Committee.   

 

We will need several volunteers for set-up and clean-up for the event.  Please contact Gary 

Smith, 804-543-6610, if you are interested in helping.  Hope to see you there! 
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Elder Greeters 

7    Deb Ellenberg 

14  James Deyerle 

21  Kitty Bice 

28  Frank Grier 

Flower Delivery 

7    Communion: No Flowers   

14   Barbara & George Reid 

21   Barbara & George Reid 

28   Bob & Danise Warren 

Ushers 

7 Guy Dixon, Marsha Lane,  

                Johanna Williams, Frank Grier 

14  Guy Dixon, Marsha Lane,  

                Johanna Williams, Frank Grier 

21 Marty & Bob Griffin, Marsha Lane, Guy Dixon 

28  Marty & Bob Griffin, Marsha Lane, Guy Dixon 

 

Food Closet 

2    Jane Tarter, Lyndale Baptist 

4    Jane McGee, Gerry Doyle 

9 Terry Liendecker, Margaret Hall 

11  Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski 

16  Mary Stahl, Lyndale Baptist 

18  Liz Snead, Lyndale Baptist 

23  Shelley Murray, Lyndale Baptist 

25  Melba Jolly, Lyndale Baptist 

30  Tom Murray, Lyndale Baptist 

Door Greeters 

7    Margaret & Jim Hall 

14  Barbara & George Reid 

21  Barbara & George Reid 

28  Barbara & George Reid 

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?   

Let the church office know:  804-276-1749. 

January Birthdays 
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Communion Team 

Team 3 - Trays 

Facility Stewards 

7    David Williams 

14  Dennis Stone 

21  Frank Grier 

28  Howard Boughton 

January Anniversaries 

January Schedules 

4    Holly Coryell, Dorothy Rippon 

5    Danise Warren 

6 Bob Davis, Frank Grier, Grier Swenck 

11  Ray Henderson 

12  Lauren Pinchbeck 

16  Marty Kovacs 

17  Bobby Adiele 

20  Sydney Kirtley 

23  Bonnie Cary, Branch Hobson 

24  Anna Hall 

25  Rachel Clay, Freya Harper 

26  Charles Reed 

27  Betsy Davis, Eileen Robison 

28  Mary MacKenzie Swenck  

30  Katie Daniel 

2    Guy & Dorothy Dixon  (28) 

4    Bill & Debby McNeer (8) 

14  Bill & Janet Crawford (29) 

15  Harry & Becky Rowan (52) 
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
7500 Hull Street Road 

N. Chesterfield, VA  23235-5810 

Phone:  804-276-1749 

www.southpreschurch.org 

office@southpreschurch.org 

Return Service Requested 

January 2018 

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?   

Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line. 

Join us for our 

Annual Meeting & Picnic 
 

February 4, 2018 
 

in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 
 

http://www.southpreschurch.org/
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org

