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The role of a pastor is to first and foremost shepherd their flock. On Sundays that takes the very public form 

of leading the church in worship. During the week the role of a pastor is more varied, but it always remains 

focused on providing for the spiritual wellbeing of the church and community.  
 

One of the most important parts of that role is offering care and support to individuals and families. That 

care can take many forms. It may be offering a phone call to check up on a member who has been sick, or 

heading to the hospital to offer communion. I may be talking over text message with a family going through 

a difficult time, or offering a prayer over the phone. Sometimes being a good shepherd means researching 

community resources for specific needs; while at other times, it is taking the time to listen for as long as it 

takes for someone to unburden their heart. Pastoral care can happen over coffee in a shop, holding hands in a 

hospital waiting room, or in a prayer carefully written and sent in the mail.  
 

As a pastor I am always on call for the spiritual needs of our community. During the work week I try to be in 

the office with my door open as often as possible Monday through Wednesday from 9 am to 5pm. Thursdays 

are my day for sermon writing, which I often do out of the office away from distractions, and Fridays are my 

Sabbath day to take time for God and my family. On those days routine church business may need to wait, 

but pastoral care still always takes precedence. 
 

Many of you do stop by the office to talk with me during the week. I am always more than happy to set aside 

whatever curriculum, budget or session agenda I may be working on to talk to you about what is on your 

heart. Sometimes it may be as simple as a request to add a family member or a friend to our prayer list, and 

other times it may turn into an in depth conversation. Of course, you may sometimes find me out of the 

office, offering pastoral care in someone’s home or attending a community meeting. So if you want to ensure 

I have time to talk am always open to setting up an appointment. Whatever we talk about together during 

those times I consider my holy responsibility to keep confidential, unless you specifically ask me to share 

your situation with the congregation in prayer.  
 

In the case of an emergency you need never fear calling my personal number (505-401-5467) at odd hours- 

it won’t be the first time I’ve thrown on my shoes to run off to offer support and it won’t be the last. The 

work of a pastor means that I am always on call when tragedy strikes. Many of you have said apologetically 

from time to time, “We know you are busy, we didn’t want to bother you.” I am touched by your politeness, 

but it sometimes makes me worry that I have unintentionally conveyed that I am too busy to be there to 

support you. It is always better to call me or the church office than to hope or assume I have heard your news 

through the church grapevine, or even Facebook! While I would like to think that I am reasonably well 

plugged in, I don’t always know as much as people think I do. And while there are certainly times when you 

may not feel the need to call upon extra support, I do hope when the time comes that you have a reason to 

call, you will feel free and welcome to do so.   

    Peace, 
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Christian Life 

Church in the World 

Alternative Gift Market Report 
 

The Alternative Gift Market had another successful year due to everyone that participated in and purchased 

gifts at the  Market. A big thank you to the Women of the Church who sponsored the reception and made all 

the wonderful goodies for everyone to enjoy as they shopped! 

 

The total gifts purchased this year were  $2178.00. 

 

Thanks  to all who made  this mission possible and for caring enough to help others during this Christmas 

season!  

Rise Against Hunger Report 
 

Thanks to everyone for helping with our Rise Against Hunger meal packing event in October! I love 

seeing all of you with your gloves and hairnets on while pitching in to help with an important mission 

project. 

 

The 12,096 meals we packed recently shipped along with 270,000 other meals to impoverished villages in 

Madagascar. There they will feed children whose families are typically only able to provide them with 

three small portions of rice a day, occasionally supplemented with leaves or beans. Since a local 

organization began serving the nutritious meals we packed in schools, school attendance and performance 

has risen dramatically, giving hope that this generation of students will be able to break out of the cycle of 

poverty. 

 

If you enjoyed packing meals with us and are already looking forward to doing it again, I have good 

news! Although in the past we’ve always had our meal packing event in the fall, starting this year we’re 

moving it to the spring where the church calendar isn’t quite as busy. So I hope to see you all again on 

March 24th with your gloves and hairnet ready to go! 

Annual Meeting & Picnic 
 

Please mark your calendars for the Annual Congregational Meeting to be held following worship at 12:30 

pm on Sunday, January 27th. We will enjoy a potluck luncheon together in the fellowship hall. The church 

will provide the main dish and drinks so please bring a side or dessert to share! After lunch, we will review 

the 2019 budget, approve Rev. Deyerle’s call package for the new year, and approve the 2019 Nominating 

Committee.  

  

If you would like to volunteer to help set-up and clean-up for this special event please contact Gary Smith, 

804-543-6610. Hope to see you there!  



Leadership & Planning 
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Presbyterian Women 
 

Martha Circle 

January 2nd  at 10:00 AM 

Christian Life classroom 
 

Esther Circle  

January 8th  at 10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Ruth Circle 

January 8th  at 2:00 PM 

Conference Room 
 

Anna Circle       

January 8th  at 6:30 PM 

Debbie Greenberg’s residence 

Finance 

Facilities 

Sanctuary Lighting Project 
 

One of the projects that was identified in our 

capital improvements campaign was a need for 

better lighting in the Sanctuary.  Thanks to the 

leadership of Shelley Murray, you may have 

already noticed that our worship services have 

become a bit brighter. 

 

The Sanctuary lighting was upgraded by Davis & 

Green on December 18th and 19th.  All the fixtures 

remain the same, but the lights themselves have 

been changed to LED.  We are expecting this to 

give us more lighting options and, of course, a 

brighter Sanctuary. 

Budget Update 
 

Thank you to all of our faithful members who shared their commitment to God in the coming year through 

your pledges of financial support and service.  

  

The session and the finance team will use those pledges to put together a 2019 budget to be approved by 

session in January and presented to the congregation at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 27th.  

 

Ordination & Installation of New Elders 
 

Save the date for January 20th when we will be ordaining and installing our new class of elders. Matt Briggs 

and Tracey Williams, who will be serving on the session for the second time, will be installed as returning 

elders. And we will also have the special treat of ordaining a first time elder, Naomi Campbell. Our 

congregation has been blessed with many generations of faithful leaders, called by God to lead this church’s 

ministry.  

  

As we lay hands on this new class of elders we pass on those years of wisdom and service to this generation 

of leadership with a blessing of hope and trust. We also give them our thanks for agreeing to serve in this 

important role as spiritual leaders of our church. 
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Session Highlights 
 

• Examined and approved Matt Briggs and Tracey Williams as new elders.  Naomi Campbell will be 

examined at the January meeting.  
 

• Elected Marty Kovacs and Frank Grier as representatives to the February Presbytery Meeting 
 

• Set January 13th as the date to celebrate Enikö Ferenczy’s new call and appreciation of her many gifts to 

Southminster 
 

• Reviewed and discussed 2018 stewardship results and 2019 budget 
 

• Approved financial policies and resolutions.  

Farewell to Enikö! 
  

Please save the date for Sunday, January 13th for a special reception following worship in honor of our 

beloved Pastoral Assistant Enikö Ferenczy.   

 

We have been blessed to have Enikö as a member of our Southminster family for the past eight years.   Few 

of us have been untouched by her tenure here, whether it be from receiving pastoral care, enjoying an 

innovative worship service, or being encouraged to live our faith through social action.  We, in turn, have 

had the opportunity to watch her grow as a faith leader and cheer her on as she completed her PhD.  In a few 

short weeks, Enikö will take up her call as the pastor of Westminster Presbyterian Church in Wooster, Ohio.   

 

But before she goes, Enikö will lead us in one final worship service on January 13th. She will also be our 

preacher for the day and use that as an opportunity to share a final word of encouragement with all of you.  

We hope you all will be able to join us for worship and the reception. Please contact Kitty Bice at 

bice2424@comcast.net if you would like to assist with the reception.  

Music Update 
  

Last month we had the pleasure to announce our incoming Music Director Kimberly Ryan who will begin 

with us in January. We are pleased to add the good news that also starting in January will be a new 

accompanist, Cameron Moore.  We hope that you will join us in making him feel welcome.  Cameron has 

been gracious enough to provide us with a short bio so you can get to know him in advance: 
 

My name is Cameron Moore and I will be starting as your church pianist in January! I cannot wait to meet 

you all. From everyone I have met so far, Southminster seems like such a loving and welcoming place, and I 

can’t wait to be a part of it. 
 

To give a brief history of my musical career, I was the primary pianist in two jazz bands during high school, 

one for Collegiate High School and the other for a VCU High School Jazz program. I also served as the 

primary accompanist for the St. Michael’s Episcopal School choir and the A.M. Davis Elementary School 

choir. Currently, I am the primary accompanist for the West End Assembly of God vocal program, and I 

teach 3 piano students!  I can’t wait to share my gift with you all and help create some beautiful music to 

enrich your Sunday morning. 

mailto:bice2424@comcast.net
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Notes will be published as space permits.  Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.  

Remember in Prayer 
 

Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, Carolyn Griles, 

Bob & Net Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Earl & Donna Medicus, Adele 

Robertson, Eddie & Jenny Schiller, Billy Smith, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher. 

Directory Updates 

Southminster Notes 

Shirley Martin 

300 Twinridge Lane 

Room 316 

Richmond, VA  23235 

(phone?) 

David & Joyce Burton 

11071 West 133rd Terrace 

Apt. 5 

Overland Park, KS  66213 

H: 913-608-5028 

Cell: 248-983-6715 

Alberta Lindsey 

804-264-6324 

Hello Southminster Family, 
 

Best Wishes to all for a joyful holiday season.  At this time of year especially, we think of family and 

friends near and far.  Terry & I are grateful for you all and your love and friendship over the years. 
 

We are gradually getting settled into our new surroundings.  The last few days in Brandermill and home 

were hectic.  My having to add day surgery to the mix was difficult.  The Southminster family came 

through for us as always.  Caitlin’s visit with candle and meal, thanks to the Careful Chefs, was much 

appreciated as were the well wishes of my circle and other friends. 
 

My health concerns continue, but I have been lucky enough to find the specialists I need here.  I am 

hopeful that these recent trials will be behind me eventually. 
 

With Love, 

Shelley Hamlin 

Inclement Weather Policy 
 

In case of inclement weather on a Sunday 

morning, the decision to cancel services will be 

made by the pastor and the facilities chairperson 

by 7:30 AM. 

   

By 8:00 AM, closing notices will be submitted to 

local Richmond CBS, NBC, and ABC stations, a 

notification will be sent to the email list, and a 

notice will be posted on the church Facebook 

page.  You may also call the church office where 

the voicemail message will be updated with 

appropriate information. 

Get Your Newsletter Via Email 
 

You have probably seen the news that the price of 

stamps is going up in the new year.  That means 

it’s the perfect time to sign up to get your 

newsletter electronically!  In addition to saving 

the church postage costs you will: 
 

• Get your newsletter earlier 

• See pictures in color 

• Reduce paper waste 
 

If you’d like to sign up for electronic service just 

send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with 

“Email My Newsletter” in the subject line. 

mailto:office@southpreschurch.org
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org


Elder Greeters 

6   James Deyerle 

13  Kitty Bice 

20  Jan Belote 

27  Marty Kovacs 

Flower Delivery 

6     Communion 

13    Barbara & George Reid 

20    Barbara & George Reid 

27    Barbara & George Reid 

Ushers 

6    TBD 

13  TBD 

20  TBD 

27  TBD 

Food Closet 

3    Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski 

8    Mary Stahl, Terry Liendecker 

10  Melba Jolly, Lyndale Baptist 

15  Margaret Hall, Shelley Murray 

17  Jane Tarter, Lyndale Baptist 

22  Mary Stahl, Lyndale Baptist 

24  Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski 

29  Terry Liendecker, Melba Jolly 

31  Shelley Murray, Lyndale Baptist 

Door Greeters 

6    Bob & Marty Griffin 

13  George & Barbara Reid 

20  George & Barbara Reid 

27  George & Barbara Reid 

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?   

Let the church office know:  804-276-1749. 

January Birthdays 
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Communion Team 

Team 1 ~ Intinction  

Facility Stewards 

6    TBD 

13  TBD 

20  TBD 

27  TBD 

January Anniversaries 

January  Schedules 

4    Holly Coryell, Dorothy Rippon 

5    Danise Warren 

6 Bob Davis, Frank Grier, Grier Swenck 

11  Ray Henderson 

12  Lauren Pinchbeck 

16  Marty Kovacs 

17  Bobby Adiele 

20  Sydney Kirtley 

23  Bonnie Cary, Branch Hobson 

25  Rachel Clay, Freya Harper 

26  Charles Reed 

27  Betsy Davis, Eileen Robison 

28  Mary MacKenzie Swenck  

30  Katie Daniel, James Deyerle 

2    Guy & Dorothy Dixon  (29) 

4    Bill & Debby McNeer (9) 

14  Bill & Janet Crawford (30) 

15  Harry & Becky Rowan (53) 

 

January  Schedules, cont. 
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
7500 Hull Street Road 

N. Chesterfield, VA  23235-5810 

Phone:  804-276-1749 

www.southpreschurch.org 

office@southpreschurch.org 

Return Service Requested 

January 2019 

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?   

Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line. 

Join us for our 

Annual Meeting & Picnic 
 

January 27, 2019 
 

in the Fellowship Hall following worship. 
 

http://www.southpreschurch.org/
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org

