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From the Pastor
Friends,

January marks the beginning of the season of Epiphany, the season that we celebrate Jesus’ life and how it
reveals God’s presence in the world around us. It is a time to celebrate the cold winter air filling our lungs
and the crunchy frozen ground underneath our feet. It is a time to recognize the miracle of every new
morning and the peace of each long winter’s night. In honor of this season of alert recognition I wanted to
share a poem with you written by a seminary classmate of mine. I hope we can all embrace what it means to
be people of an attentive God by paying attention to the everyday epiphanies of life.
Peace,

God who pays attention
By M Barclay
God who feels,
God who pays attention,
God who formed webs of life entangled,
Help me to notice today...
To notice my body - what it’s telling me it needs and wants.
To notice my neighbors - who they are and how they are.
To notice the creatures and creations around me - each as a valuable life of their own.
You know my limitations - what is enough or too much
To be aware of at once. To connect with. To feel. To hold.
Do not allow me to rush pass what needs or deserves my attention.
Neither let me be overwhelmed by trying to bear more than my share.
Just help me to be alive to what is,
alive to you within and around.

January Highlights
• Annual Meeting & Picnic
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Congregational Life
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Annual Meeting & Picnic
Please mark your calendars for the Annual Congregational Meeting to be held following worship at 12:15
pm on Sunday, January 26th. We will enjoy a potluck luncheon together in the fellowship hall. The church
will provide the main dish and drinks so please bring a side or dessert to share! After lunch, we will review
the 2020 budget, approve Rev. Deyerle’s call package for the new year, and approve the 2020 Nominating
Committee.
If you would like to volunteer to help set-up and clean-up for this special event please contact Gary Smith,
804-543-6610. Hope to see you there!

Ordination & Installation of New Elders
Save the date for January 19th when we will be ordaining and installing our new class of elders. Rich
Kowalski and Anne Smith are returning to the Session as elders. And we will also have the special treat of
ordaining a first time elder, Eddie Pearson. Our congregation has been blessed with many generations of
faithful leaders, called by God to lead this church’s ministry.
As we lay hands on this new class of elders we pass on those years of wisdom and service to this generation
of leadership with a blessing of hope and trust. We also give them our thanks for agreeing to serve in this
important role as spiritual leaders of our church.

Church in the World
Cents-Ability Offering

The Cents-Ability Offering, initiated by the Presbyterian Women in 1976 as the “Two-cents-a-meal” project,
is a wonderful invitation to faithful of all ages to work towards eliminating world hunger. What a wonderful
way to respond to Jesus’ call to “feed” those who are hungry by placing our nickels into the offering basket
every fourth Sunday of the month! You will find special envelopes designated to this offering in your pews.
The Cents-Ability Offering collected by Southminster is divided equally to support our own Food Fund and
the Presbytery of the James Hunger Ministry. Your generosity contributes toward the “daily bread” of our
Food Closet guests and through the POJ Hunger Ministry it provides emergency food relief to school
backpack programs and county food pantries in our presbytery. It also supports efforts to eliminate the
causes of hunger, such as agricultural training so that recipients can become self-sufficient. The Haitian
network of farmers’ organizations FONDAMA, a mission partner of POJ, was the recipients of one of the
2019 grants. With your support, farmers could build cisterns, by seeds for new crop and receive training in
how to advocate for their rights. Check out the POJ Hunger Ministry website to learn more about how your
response makes a difference at: https://www.presbyteryofthejames.com/ministries/hunger/.
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Finance
Stewardship

Thank you to all of you who have so generously pledged to be a part of financially supporting our mission at
Southminster for the coming year. The Session was excited to pass a balanced budget at our December
meeting and are looking forward to new projects next year and lots of service and fellowship. Your
commitment to the work God is doing through our congregation is incredibly faithful and we could not do
what we do without you.

Leadership & Planning
Meet Gabriella Ryan, Southminster’s New Accompanist
Gabriella was born in Padova, Italy in a small town called Montagnana, where all of her family members
still live. The town is enclosed in castle walls and a moat and was recently named the best preserved
medieval castle in all of Europe!
Gabriella’s talents and hobbies are many. She is a passionate, well-educated and professionally trained
musician with many years of experience, but she has some lesser known skills as well! She is a gifted chef,
especially when it comes to traditional Italian cuisine. Her specialty is homemade marinara pasta sauce,
which is made of fresh premium ingredients and simmers for hours, filling the house with a tempting aroma
before dinner.
She loves gardening and caring for plants, and has always had an impressive garden at her home. She has
been a member of local garden clubs, and is trained in the Japanese art of Ikebana, traditional flower
arranging. Currently, she is in the process of converting
the yard of her Bon Air home from a standard lawn
into a lush blanket of succulents and native plants. This
is great for the environment, uses less water and no
chemicals to maintain, and invites native insects and
butterflies to come and visit.
Gabriella is a collector of precious gemstones and rocks.
If you take a peek around her house you will find
amethyst, crystals, fossils, and other treasures on
display. Many of her young piano students have become
collectors as well, inspired by the scenery at their piano
lessons!
Gabriella’s greatest talent, joy and love in life is being a
Nonna to her two grandchildren. Lia, 5 and Ryan, 2, are
full of energy and keep the whole family on their toes!

Presbyterian Women
Ruth Circle
January 7th at 2:00 PM
Conference Room
Anna Circle
January 7th at 6:30 PM
Debbie Greenberg’s residence
Martha Circle
January 8th at 10:00 AM
Christian Life Classroom
Esther Circle
January 14th at 10:00 AM
Fellowship Hall
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Special Announcements
January Potluck, Second Wednesday

Because the first Wednesday in January falls on New Year’s Day, we will have our monthly potluck dinner
on the following Wednesday, January 8th at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Have a safe and happy New
Year, and we look forward to seeing you there!
Mid-Week Bible Study
Our Mid-Week Bible study is a small but mighty group of members who meet each Tuesday morning, at 11
AM, in the Parlor. This fall we have been studying the book of Colossians and have found it a very fruitful
topic of discussion. As the new year approaches, we plan to complete that study and begin a new study
starting in February, likely Ephesians or Philippians. Our conversation is wide ranging and the group enjoys
exploring both the historical context of the scripture as well personal spiritual questions. We hope you will
consider joining us for this new study! All are welcome. All you need is a bible and a curious spirit.
Pastoral Care
At Southminster we value taking care of one another. Our Pastor’s Aides call all of the members of the
congregation each month to check in, ask for prayer requests, and let you know you are being prayed for.
Our Careful Chefs prepare frozen meals, ready to take to those in need at a moment’s notice! Whether you
have welcomed a new baby or are recovering from surgery, a hot meal is sometimes the perfect thing to
convey the love of a church community. We are also blessed with volunteers who deliver special care bags
each Sunday after worship and monthly teams of elders who take communion to those who are unable to
travel to church.
Our pastors oversee all of these ministries and it is always our goal to make sure everyone is included. They
encourage you to reach out anytime you or a loved one might need to be added to the church prayer list,
would like a pastoral visit, or just need a listening ear. Confidentiality is always respected. You can contact
the pastors to let them know about a pastoral concern by calling the church during business hours, making
an appointment to speak to a pastor in person, or sending an email or text. If you have an emergency never
hesitate to call their personal numbers, Caitlin (505-401-5467) and Eniko (804-426-9392).

Session Highlights
• Welcomed new members Andrew and Natira Bookman and Douglas Briskman and new elders Eddie
Pearson, Anne Smith and Rich Kowalski
• Approved the transfer of membership of Gerry Doyle to Bon Air Presbyterian Church
• Elected Matt Briggs and Naomi Campbell as representatives for the February Presbytery Meeting
• Approved the 2020 Budget and Annual Finance Resolutions
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Welcome New Members!
Andrew & Natira Bookman
Children: AJ and Melinda
12901 Gun Fork Place
Midlothian, VA 23112
804-739-7475
804-239-2215 (Andrew Cell)
804-229-6600 (Natira Cell)
Andrewbookman@gmail.com
Natira.Bookman@gmail.com

Douglas Briskman
7304 Kitchawam Court
Chesterfield, VA 23832
240-715-5415
doug.briskman@yahoo.com

Directory Updates
Address Correction
Katie & Justin Roland
5522 Cottage Street
Richmond, VA 23228
Remember in Prayer
Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, Carolyn Griles,
Bob Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Shirley Martin, Jane McGee, Earl &
Donna Medicus, Adele Robertson, Billy Smith, Liz Snead, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher.
Southminster Notes
Dear Southminster Family,
I am glad to report that I am mostly back to normal (whatever normal is for someone in their early 70s).
Surely I am slowing down, but that is to be expected! Thankfully Nancy is an excellent caregiver and will
not let me slow down too much.
We continue to enjoy communications from Southminster, and enjoy with you all the exciting things in the
life of the church. Of course, we will always treasure the privilege we had to be a part of the Southminster
family. Grace and peace to all during this Christmas season and best wishes in 2020!
Dick & Nancy Lindsey
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I offer sincere and deep thanks for all the gestures of kindness and support which you offered during my
knee replacement surgery recovery. Your telephone calls, greeting cards, meals, and well-wishes all
contributed greatly to my recovery. I appreciate your immense thoughtfulness and consideration, for which I
am eternally and totally thankful to God and to you.
May God continue to bless you and grant you peace.
Jim Davis
Notes will be published as space permits. Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.
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January Birthdays
4
5
6
11
12
16
17
20
23
25
26
27
28
30

Holly Coryell, Dorothy Rippon
Danise Warren, Curtis Radt
Bob Davis, Frank Grier, Grier Swenck
Karen Radt
Lauren Pinchbeck
Marty Kovacs, Hagen Smith
Bobby Adiele
Sydney Kirtley
Bonnie Cary, Branch Hobson
Rachel Clay, Freya Harper
Charles Reed
Betsy Davis, Eileen Robison
Mary MacKenzie Swenck
Katie Daniel, James Deyerle

January Anniversaries
2
4
14
15

Guy & Dorothy Dixon (30)
Bill & Debby McNeer (10)
Bill & Janet Crawford (31)
Harry & Becky Rowan (54)

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?
Let the church office know: 804-276-1749.

January Schedules, cont.
Acolytes
5 Communion
12 Meleana Grogan
19 Luke Pearson
26 Andrew Grogan

Facility Stewards
5 TBD
12 TBD
19 TBD
26 TBD

Ushers
5 Terry Liendecker, Ron Hepp,
Jacob Wetzel, Tracey Williams
12 Terry Liendecker, Ron Hepp,
Jacob Wetzel, Tracey Williams
19 Matt Briggs, Laura Pearson, Guy Dixon
26 Matt Briggs, Laura Pearson, Guy Dixon

Visitation Team
5 Communion
12 Danise & Bob Warren
19 Danise & Bob Warren
26 Danise & Bob Warren

January Schedules
Communion Teams
January 5, 2020: Team 2--Intinction
Elder Greeters
5 Marty Kovacs
12 Matt Briggs
19 Naomi Campbell
26 Tracey Williams

Food Closet
2 Mary Stahl, Lyndale Baptist
7 Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski
9 Melba Jolly, Terry Liendecker
14 Mary Stahl, Jane Tarter
16 Margaret Hall, Lyndale Baptist
21 Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski
23 Terry Liendecker, Shelley Murray
28 Melba Jolly, Lyndale Baptist
30 Margaret Hall, Jane Tarter
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
7500 Hull Street Road
N. Chesterfield, VA 23235-5810
Phone: 804-276-1749
www.southpreschurch.org
office@southpreschurch.org
Return Service Requested

January 2020
Join us for our

Annual Meeting & Picnic
January 26, 2020
In the Fellowship Hall
following worship.

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?
Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line.

