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From the Pastor
St. Francis of Assisi is often quoted as saying, “Preach the Gospel at all times. When necessary, use words.”
In spite of how often I have heard Presbyterians quote this phrase, we seem to have a particular love affair
with words. Presbyterians are folks who like to read, and study. We gather in committees to carefully talk
over every decision. Our bulletins are full of thoughtfully chosen words that we dutifully recite in unison.
The Presbyterian version of the phrase might be better rendered as, “Preach the Gospel at all times. Use as
many words as necessary.”
There, is in fact, no record of St. Francis actually speaking that well known phrase. As with Presbyterians,
more often than not St. Francis did indeed use words as his primary way of proclaiming God’s love. Yet, it
may have been associated with Francis over the years because, although he understood the power of the
spoken word, he also understood that words alone are not always enough. When words are not paired with
faithful action they become empty and shallow. The words of a sermon can come alive in a new way when
they are paired with music that raises our spirits to God. A spoken prayer is often more deeply felt when we
also pray with our bodies by bowing our heads, clasping our hands, or even falling to our knees. A passage
of scripture is illuminated in a new way when an artist paints it on a canvas and invites us to imagine the
story coming to life. The Gospel is preached most clearly when we are open to receiving it through all of
our senses. The taste of the communion bread, the feel of a tender hand on our shoulder, or the sight of a
beautiful vista all have the power to enliven the Gospel word. I might prefer the phrase rendered this way:
“Preach the Gospel at all times. Never use words alone.”

During our 50th Anniversary year we have decided to invest in our ability to proclaim the gospel with all of
our senses. We plan to install a projector and screen in our sanctuary that will allow us to encourage
congregational singing and convey the stories of scripture through images and video. Our hope is that the
same rooted traditions that have fed our souls for the last 50 years can become even more accessible and
powerful as we engage our senses more deeply in the proclamation of the Gospel.
I invite you to consider making a gift of financial support towards this special project. If our worship here at
Southminster has made a difference in your spiritual life, if it has proclaimed the Gospel to you in unique
and transformative ways, I hope you will be a part of opening up that experience to others. All gifts between
now and May 6th marked “50th Anniversary” will be designated to making this project a reality. Together, let
us proclaim the Gospel for another 50 years!
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Holy Week- Journey to the Cross

All throughout Lent we are engaging with Jesus’ journey to the cross and its meaning for our lives. I
envision each of us walking alongside Jesus during his last days and weeks and experiencing a God who is
truly with us, in both glory and sorrow. We will walk those final steps alongside Jesus as we celebrate Holy
Week March 25th through April 1st, I hope you will join us.
• March 25th is our Palm Sunday Worship Service. Our children and families will lead us in a celebration
of Jesus’ final entrance into Jerusalem with palm branches and shouts of joy, proclaiming that our Savior
has arrived!
• By Thursday those shouts of joy turn to tears of lament as Jesus spends his final night on earth. All are
welcome for an evening of storytelling and reflection on Maundy Thursday at 7:00 PM. Children are
welcome in worship and childcare will also be provided.
• On Friday morning Jesus breathed his last breath, join us for a Good Friday Prayer Service at Noon as
we reflect on those final moments of Jesus’ life.
• Finally, on Easter Sunday we celebrate that the cross is not the end of the story! On April 1st we will
celebrate new life and Jesus’ resurrection with worship at 10:00AM, followed by a bountiful reception
and Easter Egg hunt for our youngest members.

Church in the World
Southminster Garden News
A time to plant, and a time
to pluck up what is planted…
Can you believe that we are entering year 3 of gardening
here at Southminster? From the modest beginnings you
see in this photo, we have expanded to three beds. Our
small garden produces an abundance of herbs, tomatoes
and peppers. We share these gifts of the earth with our
Food Closet guests, giving out more than 60 pounds of
tomatoes just this past summer! Our winter garden
provided us with a learning experience as our four
legged neighbors beat us to harvesting the crop.

So now is the time to pluck up what was planted, to clean up weeds and prepare for a new season. Come
out on Saturday, March 10 during the Southminster Spring Work Day and join the preparations! In this
season of Lent, you may find getting your hands in the dirt, doing some pruning and plucking up to make
room for new creation to be a meaningful spiritual exercise.
One Great Hour of Sharing
On Easter Sunday, April 1st, Southminster will collect the One Great Hour of Sharing offering. One Great
Hour of Sharing began in 1949 as an hour-long radio appeal. Today, projects supported by the One Great
Hour of Sharing are underway in more than one hundred countries. A gift to the One Great Hour of Sharing
allows us to support our neighbors-in-need around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural
disasters, providing food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed.
Look for your OGHS offering envelope in your bulletin on Easter Sunday.
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Finance
Southminster Audio/Visual Project
Southminster is celebrating it's 50th year of worship and ministry on May 6th, 2018. The Session is inviting
all of you who have been a part of the Southminster family over the years to make a special financial
contribution towards the upgrade of our audio/visual system in the sanctuary.
Consider starting at $50 in celebration of 50 years! Many of you may be in a position to give more as a
recognition of what this church has meant to you, but all gifts are appreciated. Be a part of making this
anniversary a special one!

Leadership & Planning
50th Anniversary Planning Update
Please mark you calendars for the celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Southminster on Sunday, May 6th,
2018. The anniversary planning committee is hard at work making plans to celebrate this occasion!
If you are aware of prior members who have moved out of the area, and would be interested in being invited
to the event, please let Gary Smith know at 804-543-6610 or smith24family@gmail.com. We have much to
celebrate and be grateful for as a community of faith!

Facilities
Spring Work Day: March 10th
The Physical Facilities Committee will host a
church-wide work party on Saturday, March
10th, from 8:00 AM until Noon.
Work Day is a chance for us to get the church
ready for Easter and our spring and summer
programming. We will be tidying up, getting
organized, and conducting minor repairs, indoors
and outside.
All members are invited to help with Work Day.
Lunch will be served.

Presbyterian Women
Anna Circle
March 6th at 7:00 PM
Debbie Greenberg’s residence
Martha Circle
March 7th at 10:00 AM
Christian Life classroom
Esther Circle
March 13th at 10:00 AM
Fellowship Hall
Ruth Circle
March 13th at 7:00 PM
Conference Room
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Special Announcements
Easter Flowers for 2018

The church office is now taking orders for Easter flowers. As we did last year, we are offering a choice of
lilies, tulips, daffodils, and hyacinths. The flowers will decorate the Sanctuary on Easter morning, and then
can be taken home or delivered to our special care members. All of the flowers will cost $9.50 each.
Look for order forms in the bulletins/ The deadline to order will be March 18th. If you have questions or
need an order form, please call the church office at 804-276-1749.
Southminster & the Senior Advocates

Southminster is privileged to enjoy good working partnerships with many other organizations in our
community. One of our strongest and most long-standing partnerships is with the Chesterfield County
Office of the Senior Advocate, which meets regularly at Southminster throughout the year.
The Office of the Senior Advocate was created in May 2003, and is Chesterfield County’s leading
resource for seniors and for older adults with physical and sensory disabilities. The office serves county
residents age 50 and over, as well as their family members and caregivers. You can learn more about
them at www.chesterfield.gov/seniorservices/ . Senior Advocate events are held at various locations
throughout the county.
One fixture on the Southminster calendar is Chesterfield Triad, which is a partnership among the county’s
Sheriff’s Office, Police Department, Fire and Emergency Medical Services Department, senior
organizations, and individuals from the community. Chesterfield Triad strives to educate seniors and
caregivers about programs and services what help prevent crime against seniors and improve their quality
of life. Chesterfield Triad meets at Southminster at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall on the third
Thursday of each month (with occasional exceptions). The meetings are open to all who wish to attend;
Southminster members are more than welcome to come and learn about all that Triad has to offer.
Southminster will also be the site of the Caregiver’s Conference on Wednesday, April 18th, and has played
host to Law Day and the Senior Advocate’s Christmas Party.

Session Highlights
• Approved the Cub Scouts plan to add girl packs to the program beginning in August 2018
• Heard a report from the February Presbytery Meeting
• Approved the upcoming baptisms of Brody Pearson and Abigail Deyerle
• Financial review of the Church’s historic and current status and approved recommendations to
transfer funds and close inactive Restricted Accounts
• Heard reports related to the Anniversary Celebration and Audio/Visual Project
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Summer Jobs at Camp Hanover
Do you know a college-age person who is good
with kids, who is looking for a fun summer
experience, and who is in need of a summer job?
Camp Hanover is always looking for people to
be summer camp counselors, lifeguards, or
support staff. Camp Hanover is hiring for both
its residential and traveling day camp programs.
Employment applications are available online at
www.CampHanover.org or call 804-779-2811
for more information.

Save the Date for
Camp Hanover Day Camp
Camp Hanover will bring their traveling day
camp to Southminster again this year, from
July 30 – August 3, 2018.
Children entering kindergarten – 6th Grade
are eligible to enroll in day camp. Flyers and
registration forms are available in the
Narthex.

Directory Updates
Morgan & Zach Krigelman
8612 Level Gauge Lane
Chesterfield, VA 23832
Cell: 804-218-4785
morgan.krigelman@gmail.com

Jim & Jane Lewis
79 Powderhorn Point
Garner, NC 27529

Lindsay & Gregory Conrad
400 Quinton Oaks Circle
Stephens City, VA 22655

Remember in Prayer
Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Carson Crenshaw, Ron Crenshaw, Matt
Davis, Pete Gillispie, Carolyn Griles, Bob & Net Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane,
Alberta Lindsey, Earl Medicus, Lil Price, Adele Robertson, Eddie & Jenny Schiller, Marcia Shipley,
Billy Smith, Liz Snead, Lynn Sutton, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher.
Southminster Notes

Dear Southminster Family,
Thank you so much for all your cards, kind words, and condolences on the passing of my various family
members during 2017. Both Courtney and I truly thank you all for your love and prayers throughout the
year. I also want to thank my wonderful friends in the Esther Circle for the very special gift bag which I
enjoyed greatly. Also, I would like to thank each and every one of you for the beautiful poinsettia you gave
me at Christmas. It was a special addition to my home throughout the holidays.
My Southminster Family has always been very special to me; I can never fully thank you for all of the love
you gave me during the past year.
Sincerely,
Lil Price
Notes will be published as space permits. Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.
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March Birthdays
2 Jane Lewis, Liz Snead
5 Ted Coryell, Lynn Hodges
7 Jim Hall, ChiChi Huff, Megan Pond,
Jennifer Wheeler
9 Ann Kearns
14 Janet Crawford
15 Katie Greenberg
17 Matt Ellenberg, Jane McGee,
Ryan Witcher
18 Pattie Pinchbeck
22 Anne Dugger, Emily Cruciata
23 Christy Jones
24 Candice Radt
26 Matthew Endries
28 Mark Endries,
31 Bernie Chamberlain, Jane Tarter

March Anniversaries
6 Tim & Melissa Moore (8)
12 Ted & Jeanne Coryell (29)
24 Hal & Debbie King (37)
Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?
Let the church office know: 804-276-1749.

March Schedules
Communion Team
March 4th: Team 4
Maundy Thursday: Team 2 - Intinction
Elder Greeters
4 Kitty Bice
11 Frank Grier
18 Jan Belote
25 Marty Kovacs

Facility Stewards
4 Dixie Kovacs
11 Matt Briggs
18 Ben Nwoke
25 Bob Griffin

Door Greeters
4 Bob & Marty Griffin
11 Bob & Marty Griffin
18 George & Barbara Reid
25 Bob & Marty Griffin

Ushers
4 Jeff McDonald, Laura Pearson,
Pat Thomas, Jerry Davis
11 Kitty Bice, Dianna Scott,
Marsha Lane, Guy Dixon
18 Girl Scouts
25 Kitty Bice, Dianna Scott,

Flower Delivery
4 Communion: No Flowers
11 Laura & Brown Pearson
18 Bonnie & Rich Kowalski
25 Jan Belote

Food Closet
1 Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski
6 Mary Stahl, Lyndale Baptist
8 Liz Snead, Terry Liendecker
13 Julie VandenBroek, Margaret Hall
15 Jane Tarter, Lyndale Baptist
20 Bonnie Kowalski, Lyndale Baptist
22 Melba Jolly, Barbara Reid
27 Shelley Murray, Lyndale Baptist
29 Jane McGee, Liz Snead
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
7500 Hull Street Road
N. Chesterfield, VA 23235-5810
Phone: 804-276-1749
www.southpreschurch.org
office@southpreschurch.org
Return Service Requested

March 2018

Easter Sunday
April 1, 2018
7:00 AM Sunrise Service at the
Manchester YMCA
10:00 AM Worship in the Sanctuary
11:00 AM Reception & Egg Hunt
Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?
Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line.

