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From the Pastor
“If your church closed its doors tomorrow, would anyone in the community care?” This question has become
a defining yardstick for modern congregations seeking spiritual renewal. It is a challenge to the instinct of
many churches to turn inwards and become isolated from their communities. It is a call to a renewed
commitment to mission and outreach. But most of all it is a question that recovers the community focused
nature of Jesus’ ministry.

Jesus never built a church, in fact he rarely stayed in one place long enough to pitch a tent. Instead, he was
always on the road, going wherever the people were, always searching for communities in need. He was
always alert, listening to the voices of the people he encountered in each village and town, and offering them
grace that took the form of meeting their specific needs. Sometimes what they needed was healing so he
offered healing. Other times it was food, or teaching, or the simple act of forgiveness. But each act of grace
started with a careful attentiveness to each individual and community, a sort of holy listening that built a
foundation of trust.
This Lent we will embark upon a similar journey of holy listening as we seek to understand more deeply
what it means to listen for God’s voice, to listen to our own spiritual needs, and perhaps most importantly of
all, to listen to the voices of our neighbors. March 10th will be the first Sunday in our Lenten Listening series
that will lead us all the way to Easter. For those of you wishing to dig deeper in to this topic in more
practical ways I will be hosting a Wednesday night study group at 6:30 pm beginning on Wednesday March
13th. This group will not only study scripture to learn from Jesus’ own ministry, we will also practice honing
our skills of holy listening with one another so that we can become better listeners in our personal lives and
in our community.
At the conclusion of our study we will host a Listening Dinner, inviting several local educators to share their
first-hand experience of some of the most pressing challenges of our community. As listeners our goals will
be 1) to understand more deeply the important role that teachers and schools play in the life of our
neighborhood, 2) to support and encourage them in their work, 3) to offer them a safe place to reflect and
share.
I hope you will join me on this listening journey this Lent, as we explore how becoming better listeners also
makes us better neighbors and seek to become the sort of church that the community can trust and rely upon
for generations to come.
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Congregational Life
Ash Wednesday

The season of Lent begins this year on Wednesday, March 6th with our traditional Ash Wednesday
prayer service at 6:30 pm. Please join us for a potluck supper and time of fellowship at 6pm prior to the
service. Ash Wednesday is a traditional day of prayer and reflection that marks the beginning of Lent, the
six weeks of holy preparation for Easter. The symbolic act of placing the mark of the cross on believers’
foreheads with ash is a reminder to seek humility and repentance during the Lenten season. The Ash
Wednesday Service is also an invitation to reflect on your spiritual life and commit to take on a special
spiritual practice during Lent in order to allow yourself to focus more fully on God. Traditionally these
spiritual practices have included prayer and fasting, but modern adaptations also include other forms of
service or practices of gratitude.
S’More News from Girl Scouts
Thank you Southminster for providing Girl Scout Troop 603 with a home. We have had an exciting scout
year! We kicked the year off with a campout and archery badge at Pocahontas State Park. We learned about
horses at Journey of Hope Stables. We shared in celebrating the birthday of our founder, Juliette Gordon
Low at the Fall Festival. We worked on outdoor badges at Camp Pamunkey Ridge. The troop finished off
2018 singing Christmas Carols at the Memory Center and delivering clothes, toys and food to a needy SPC
food closet family. February was busy with our annual Lock-in at Southpark Mall and World Thinking Day.
We traveled to Savannah, GA to visit the birthplace of Juliette Low and learn about historic Savannah.
We look forward to celebrating Girl Scout Sunday on March 10th with the congregation. The day will start
at 9:30 AM with the Girl Scout Pancake Breakfast in the Fellowship Hall (suggested donation for breakfast
is $5.00). Every time you buy a box of girl scout cookies or a stack of pancakes, you support this wonderful
opportunity for girls in your community.

Church in the World
Rise Against Hunger
Rise Against Hunger’s new annual spring date is coming up on March 24th after service in the Fellowship
Hall. We will once again be donning our gloves and hair nets to pack 10,000 nutritious, non-perishable meals
for people in need. Last time our meals were sent to hungry schoolchildren in Madagascar, nourishing them
and allowing them to focus on learning. Our ultimate goal is these children learn and grow enough that they
are able to permanently leave poverty and
Please sign up in advance on the sign-up sheets in the narthex or online
at http://events.stophungernow.org/SPC19. Everyone is welcome to help pack and we have roles for people
of all ages, so please invite friends and family even if they’re outside our Southminster family! Childcare
will be provided for our littlest members!
Souper Bowl of Caring
Thank you Southminster for your generosity during the Souper Bowl of Caring! We raised $814 for families
in need, which will be split evenly between our food closet here at Southminster and the Liberation Veterans
Services. Thank you for helping to feed the hungry and being God’s light in the world.
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Finance
Finance Report

The Finance Committee will be meeting to perform a financial review of the 2018 records to ensure that all
procedures have been followed. The procedures we follow include the review of check requests for proper
signatures. In addition, we review deposits for proper teller sign offs and totals from teller sheets equal the
bank deposit slip. This review happens to ensure that financial transactions are being done in accordance
with Finance Policies as approved by Session. This review is done annually as part of our initiative to
ensure financial integrity at Southminster.

Leadership & Planning
Director of Faith Formation
Southminster is seeking a new 20 hour/week staff person to serve as our Director of Faith Formation. The
Personnel Committee has created this staff position to encourage growth in our church's fellowship and
education ministries with a special focus on strengthening intergenerational relationships. If you or someone
you know would be interested in this position please encourage them to apply by emailing a resume
to pastor@southpreschurch.org.

Facilities
Spring Work Party
Join us for the Spring Work Party on Saturday,
April 6th from 8:00 AM – Noon. It’s time to get the
shovels and rakes, hammers and tools out and get
busy making the church building and grounds
pristine!
There are jobs available for volunteers of every
skill level, including window washing, cleaning the
kitchen, trimming shrubbery, tightening hardware,
and general clearing out.
With only two weeks to go before Easter we want
to make the place look good. Come out and help
and join in the fun. Lunch will be served.

Presbyterian Women
Ruth Circle
March 5th at 2:00 PM
Conference Room
Anna Circle
March 5th at 7:00 PM
Debbie Greenberg’s residence
Martha Circle
March 6th at 10:00 AM
Christian Life classroom
Esther Circle
March 12th at 10:00 AM
Fellowship Hall

Special Announcements
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RISC Sunday

Have you heard the buzz about RISC (Richmonders Involved to Strengthen our Communities)?
Southminster has started their relationship with RISC, but as we all know, relationships take continual
dedication. On Sunday, March 17th, the 11:00 AM service will focus on not only Southminster’s
relationship with RISC, but also your own! A sneak peek:
•
•
•
•
•

What exactly does RISC do?
Who will stand beside me and lead me as I participate in RISC?
When are the RISC events and what if I can’t make them? Can I still be involved?
Do I have any skills that will contribute to Southminster’s involvement with RISC?
Why does participating in RISC matter to my faith?

This service will further educate us on our involvement with RISC and inspire new, maybe unexpected ways
of involvement. Come, fill your heart as we remember why we worship together as a community, both
inside and outside of the physical church.
Interfaith Passover Seder
Rabbi Patrick and Kehillah Hebrew School are inviting Southminster to join them for a Passover lunch on
Sunday, April 7th for a shared lesson on the meaning of Passover. Many of you will remember that our
Hebrew School friends graciously shared their Hanukkah snacks with us last December as a thank you for
sharing our space with them. They were so delighted at the positive response in December, that they are
extending us this invitation to join them again for Passover. This will be a chance for us to learn about one
of the most important Jewish festivals, and give us some insight into the historic roots of our own faith
tradition. The program and meal will be free to all Southminster members. RSVPs will be required in order
to have an accurate head count. Sign up sheets will be in the narthex starting on Sunday March 10th.
Easter Lilies for 2019
The church office will begin taking orders for Easter lilies in mid-March. The flowers will decorate the
Sanctuary on Easter morning, and then can be taken home or delivered to our special care members. Lilies
are $10.00 each. Look for order forms in the Sunday bulletins. The deadline to order will be April 7th. If
you have questions or need an order form, please call the church office at 804-276-1749.

Session Highlights
• Welcomed back Curtis and Karen Radt by transfer from South Mecklenburg Presbyterian Church in
Charlotte, NC
• Welcomed Deborah Rexrode , Associate of Stewardship for the POJ, and heard about her work in the
Presbytery and upcoming workshop in March on Stewardship
• Heard a report from the February Presbytery Meeting from Marty Kovacs
• Approved the Kehillah Hebrew School and Rabbi Patrick hosting a Passover Seder and lunch for the
congregation on April 7th
• Heard reports and plans from the Winter Congregational Life Team, Personnel Committee, and
the Leadership and Planning, Church in the World, Finance and Facilities Ministries.

Christian Life Class News
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The Christian Life class will be doing a book discussion during the Sunday School hour over Lent. We will
be discussing The Next Person You Meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom. Please join us beginning Sunday,
March 10th in Room 113.
Save the Date for Camp Hanover Day Camp
It may be cold outside, but Southminster is already planning for summer. Camp Hanover will bring their
traveling day camp to Southminster from July 29 – August 2, 2019. Children entering kindergarten – 6th
Grade are eligible to enroll in day camp. Keep watching for more information.
Attention AARP Save Driving Course Students
Thank you for enrolling in this year’s AARP Safe Driving Course. The class will be held on March 27th and
28th from 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Please arrive early on Wednesday morning to
register. Don’t forget to bring your check ($15 for AARP members, $20 for non-members) and your AARP
membership card if applicable. Refreshments will be served; we will not take a lunch break, but you are
welcome to bring a bag lunch to eat during class.
Remember in Prayer
Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, Carolyn Griles,
Bob Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Earl & Donna Medicus, Adele
Robertson, Billy Smith, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher.
Directory Updates

Welcome New Members!

Frank Grier
Cell: 804-370-7609

Curtis & Karen Radt
15543 Fox Gate Place
Midlothian, VA 23112
804-744-6509
clradt@aol.com

Dorothy Rippon
9100 Bon Air Crossings Drive
Apt. 222
N. Chesterfield, VA 23235

Southminster Notes
Thank you to those who brought food and gift cards when Eddie first lost his job.
Thank you to those who came to visit, those who took Eddie to the park to walk in nature and those
who drove him to services when I had to work.
Thank you to those who called and sent cards of encouragement.
Thank you to those who came to sit with Eddie when he could not be left alone.
Thank you to those who brought Easter lilies and poinsettias to brighten his day.

Thank you to those who prayed for Eddie and his family.
Thank you for a beautiful service to celebrate his life and for remembering the special times when he
couldn’t.
Jenny Schiller
Notes will be published as space permits. Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.
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March Birthdays
2 Jane Lewis, Liz Snead
5 Ted Coryell, Lynn Hodges
7 Jim Hall, ChiChi Huff, Megan Pond,
Jennifer Wheeler
9 Ann Kearns
14 Janet Crawford
15 Katie Greenberg
17 Matt Ellenberg, Jane McGee,
Ryan Witcher
18 Pattie Pinchbeck
22 Anne Dugger, Emily Cruciata
23 Christy Jones
26 Matthew Endries
28 Mark Endries,
31 Bernie Chamberlain, Jane Tarter

March Anniversaries
6
9
12
24

Tim & Melissa Moore (9)
Bob & Marty Griffin (58)
Ted & Jeanne Coryell (30)
Hal & Debbie King (38)

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?
Let the church office know: 804-276-1749.

March Schedules
Communion Team
Team 2 ~ Intinction
Elder Greeters
3 Kitty Bice
10 Jan Belote
17 Marty Kovacs
24 Matt Briggs
31 Naomi Campbell

March Schedules, cont.
Facility Stewards
3 David Huff
10 David Kirtley
17 Dennis Stone
24 Dixie Kovacs
31 Frank Grier
Door Greeters
3 Bob & Marty Griffin
10 George & Barbara Reid
17 George & Barbara Reid
24 George & Barbara Reid
31 George & Barbara Reid
Ushers
3 Matt Briggs, Dianna Scott,
Marsha Lane, Guy Dixon
10 Girl Scout Sunday
17 Matt Briggs, Dianna Scott,
Marsha Lane, Guy Dixon
24 Jim & Margaret Hall, Ben Nwoke, Moses Adiele
31 Jim & Margaret Hall, Ben Nwoke, Moses Adiele
Flower Delivery
3 Communion
10 Bonnie & Rich Kowalski
17 Bonnie & Rich Kowalski
24 Bonnie & Rich Kowalski
31 Kathy Liesfeld

Food Closet
5 Margaret Hall, Melba Jolly
7 Shelley Murray, Lyndale Baptist
12 Mary Stahl, Terry Liendecker
14 Jane Tarter, Lyndale Baptist
19 Margaret Hall, Lyndale Baptist
21 Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski
26 Mary Stahl, Lyndale Baptist
28 Shelley Murray, Terry Liendecker
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Save the Date
Sunday, March 24th
12:00 PM ~ Fellowship Hall

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?
Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line.

