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From the Pastor
Much of our attention as we have planned for this 50th Anniversary has been forward looking, planning a
celebration and imagining the next 50 years of our life together. Yet, in many ways it is by looking back into
the past that I have been most inspired to imagine future possibilities.
A few weeks ago I got a call out of the blue from Jayne Ukrop. Even though I am not a native Richmonder, I
instantly recognized her name as a part of the family whose friendly grocery stores are such a beloved part
of Richmond’s history. Yet Jayne was not calling to talk to me about white house rolls or red-skin potato
salad. She was calling to talk to me about Southminster’s history. Before she was a Ukrop, Jayne had grown
up as a part of the Southminster family when the church was known by another name, Porter Street
Presbyterian. Jayne had heard about our anniversary celebration and wanted to bring me her mother’s old
photo albums documenting the beginnings of Southminster. There were photos of the church worshiping
across the street at Manchester High School. There were drawings of the plan for the new church building.
There were bulletins from the first worship service in the new Sanctuary on April 7th, 1968 including the
very first baptism—an honor given to Wanda Carneal’s son Bryan Hamilton. There was even a bulletin from
the sanctuary dedication held on May 5th, the anniversary of which we will celebrate in just a few days!
Then again, just this week, Susan Campbell, a community outreach coordinator from Woody’s Funeral
Home, was here to speak at the Caregivers Conference hosted by the Chesterfield Senior Advocate. She
happened to spot the portrait hanging in the narthex of her great grandfather, Rev. William A Campbell—the
first pastor of Porter Street Presbyterian Church in 1871. She was amazed to make the connection, and of
course, she also had boxes of newspaper clippings and photos to offer!
The inspiring thing about looking through all of these historic documents is the hopefulness. You can see the
faithfulness of Rev. Campbell, as he gathered that handful of Christians in prayer to start a new church on
the south side of the James river. You can feel the hope in the plans the members of Porter Street had for this
new church called Southminster. You see the great dedication of those families whose names appear again
and again in lists of elders, deacons, and Sunday school teachers—Nunnally, Warren, Reams, Hall, and
many more.
All of these faithful who have gone before us, on whose shoulders we humbly stand, have built up an
incredible legacy of service to God in this place. Looking back, it is evident how their early dreams have
been fulfilled in unexpected ways over these past 50 years. It encourages me to imagine the surprising ways
that our hopes come to fruition ten, twenty, or even fifty years from now. I am looking forward to what God
has in store.
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Save the Date for Camp Hanover Day Camp

Camp Hanover is bringing their day camp to Southminster July 30-August 3, 2018. Day camp is open to all
children entering K – 6th grades; neighbors, friends, and visitors are welcome. Camp will be held in the
Fellowship Hall and on the church grounds, and will run from 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM. While Southminster
provides the space, Camp Hanover will provide experienced camp counselors who will conduct the daily
activities.
The cost of camp is $120 for the week, per child. Scholarships are available. If cost is a burden, or if you
have questions or need more information regarding Day Camp, please contact Sue Rhodes
at cabinsue@verizon.net or (804) 639-1096. Registration is now open, and new registrations will be taken
through July 24th. Register for camp today online at https://www.camphanover.org/summer-camp/daycamps/traveling-day-camps or look for registration forms in the Narthex.
Bible Fun Week for Toddlers and Preschoolers
During the week of Day Camp we will also hold a week of bible story fun and activities for our toddler and
preschoolers. Bible Fun Week will run from July 30 to August 3 : 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. This event is free
and open to all.
Parents are welcome to drop their children off for all or part of the fun. You are also welcome to stay and
play! We want to make this a fun time for children to learn about the stories of the Bible. This year we will
focus on our animal friends. Beginning in May there will be a sign-up sheet for volunteers and participants.
If we have need, a nursery will also be available for volunteers. For more information or to volunteer,
contact Laura Pearson via email: LauraPearson53@gmail.com or phone 804-387-3913.

Church in the World
Southminster Yard Sale
Southminster will hold a yard sale on Saturday, June 23rd from 8:00 AM – 12:00 PM. The proceeds from
the yard sale will go to next year’s mission fund. Everyone is invited to donate items for the sale. Please
note that we will not accept the following items: Clothing*. Shoes. Car Seats. Mattresses.
Televisions. Weapons. Large furniture items. *This year we will accept infant clothing (0 – 18 months).
Donations may be dropped off in the Fellowship Hall on the following dates. Receipts will be given for all
donations. Please do not bring items to the church outside of the designated drop-off hours:
Thursday, May 24th
Thursday, May 31st
Saturday, June 2nd
Thursday, June 7th

5:00 – 7:00 PM
5:00 – 7:00 PM
3:00 – 5:00 PM
5:00 – 7:00 PM

Saturday, June 9th
Thursday, June 14th
Saturday, June 16th
Thursday, June 21st

3:00 – 5:00 PM
5:00 – 7:00 PM
3:00 – 5:00 PM
5:00 – 7:00 PM

Items for the bake sale can be dropped off from 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM on June 22nd and before 7:30 AM on
June 23rd. We are also in need of volunteers to help take in donations, set up and clean up, and work on the
day of the sale. Sign-up sheets for volunteers will be available in the Narthex.
If you would like to volunteer or have any questions about the yard sale, please contact Dixie Kovacs (804378-3576), David & ChiChi Huff (804-276-8538), or Dianna Scott (804-398-0226).

Finance
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Southminster Scholarship

The youth in our congregation have been blessed by the generosity of former members who set up
endowments for the purpose of providing college scholarships. Following the death of Zona Willis, half of
the Willis Trust distributions come to Southminster each year designated to be used for scholarships. A
second anonymous donor gave $100,000 in 2000 to be invested in stocks for which the dividends are sent to
Southminster for scholarships. We also have current members who contribute to the Scholarship Fund.
Over the last few years, the Scholarship Committee has reviewed applications and distributed more than
$20,000 each year to eligible students. The Scholarship Committee and Session take the responsibility of
honoring the donors’ wishes very seriously, as well as recognizing the commitment of the students in
completing their education and staying active in their church and community.
Applications for the scholarship are now available at the church. Applicants must be confirmed members of
Southminster for one year and have attended at least two worship services or church-sponsored events this
school year. We support the efforts of our youth and want to stay connected with you.
Kitty Bice, Moderator of the Scholarship Committee

Leadership & Planning
50th Anniversary is Right Around the Corner
We hope that you will be able to join us for Southminster’s 50th Anniversary worship service and luncheon
at 11:00 AM on Sunday, May 6th. We would like to take this time to thank the dedicated members of the
Anniversary Committee for all of their hard work. The passion and energy they have shown promise that
Southminster as a congregation and community will accomplish great things in our next 50 years.
We would also like to thank everyone who has contributed so generously to the celebration and to our new
audio/visual system for the Sanctuary. If you have not donated and would like to, there is no deadline. Gifts
of all sizes are appreciated, and may be left in the offering plate or mailed to the church office.

Facilities
Thank You to Our Landscaping Team!
Southminster’s landscaping team works hard all
year ‘round, but spring is definitely their busiest
season. We’d like to take this time to thank the
team for all of their hard work in keeping
Southminster’s extensive outdoor spaces neat and
inviting.
Jim Hall
Terry Hamlin
Lynn Hodges
David & ChiChi Huff
Thank you for making Southminster a beautiful
place to worship.

Presbyterian Women
Anna Circle
May 1st at 7:00 PM
Debbie Greenberg’s residence
Martha Circle
May 2nd at 10:30 AM
Christian Life classroom
Esther Circle
May 8th at 10:00 AM
Fellowship Hall
Ruth Circle
May 8th at 7:00 PM
Conference Room

Special Announcements

Page 4

Youth Sunday and Graduate Recognition
Save the date for Sunday, May 13th when we will celebrate Youth Sunday. Our youth will lead the
congregation in worship focusing on the scripture lesson from Romans 15:7,
“Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.”
The youth are working hard on their plans and, as usual, have some fun and exciting worship ideas
incorporating music, drama, and prayer.
We will also take this special occasion as an opportunity to recognize our graduating high school seniors,
Jack Coryell, Anne Dugger, and Trenton Williams. If you have other family members who are graduating
from high school or college this spring and would like us to recognize them as well please contact the church
office with their information.
I hope you will join us on this special Sunday as our youth share their gifts and offer their reflections on
God’s call to welcome one another in love.

Haiti Mission Partnership
Rev. Pete Smith and his daughter Grace will be joining us on Wednesday night, May 2nd for a potluck supper
at 6:00 pm, followed by a presentation from 6:30-7:30 in which they will share about their recent trip to
Haiti with a group from the Presbytery of the James.
Pete and Grace visited mission co-worker Cindy Correll who introduced them to the many community
partners she works alongside in Haiti as part of the Joining Hands network. Rev. Smith is also great
photographer and will bring photos and videos from their trip to share.
This is a great opportunity to catch up on the work our mission giving supports in Haiti.

Session Highlights
• Welcomed Barbara and Rich Jordanger to Southminster from Frame Presbyterian Church in
Wisconsin.
• Approved Frank Grier and Jeff McDonald as representatives to the June 12th Presbytery Meeting at
Westminster Canterbury.
• Discussed the number of Elders to be added to the Session for next year for the Nominating
Committee.
• Confirmed the vote to open Southminster financial accounts at Argent Credit Union.
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Southminster Softball
The church softball season has begun, but it’s not too late to sign up for the Southminster team. All games
are held on Friday evenings at Harry G. Daniel Park at Ironbridge (6600 Whitepine Road, Richmond, VA
23237). Please come out and support the team!
Southminster Team Schedule
April 13th
April 20th
April 27th
May 4th
May 11th
May 18th
June 1st
June 8th
June 15th
June 22nd
June 29th
July 13th

8:30/9:00 PM
8:30/9:00 PM
7:00/7:30 PM
8:30/9:00 PM
7:00/7:30 PM
7:00/7:30 PM
7:00/7:30 PM
7:00/7:30 PM
8:30/9:00 PM
7:00/7:30 PM
7:00/7:30 PM
8:30/9:00 PM

SPC vs. Belmont/New Life
SPC vs. Swift Creek Baptist
SPC vs. Bon Air Baptist
SPC vs. Cornerstone
SPC vs. Swift Creek Presbyterian
SPC vs. Open Door
SPC vs. Christian Life Church
SPC vs. Kingsland Baptist
SPC vs. Woodlake
SPC vs. Belmont/New Life
SPC vs. Swift Creek Baptist
SPC vs. Cornerstone

Field 8
Field 8
Field 9
Field 9
Field 9
Field 8
Field 10
Field 9
Field 9
Field 8
Field 8
Field 9

Remember in Prayer
Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Carson Crenshaw, Ron Crenshaw, Bob
Davis, Matt Davis, Pete Gillispie, Carolyn Griles, Bob & Net Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha
Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Earl Medicus, Lil Price, Adele Robertson, Eddie & Jenny Schiller, Billy Smith, Dave
Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher.
Welcome, New Members!
Richard & Barbara Jordanger
2104 Camelia Circle
C-410
Midlothian, VA 23112
Southminster Notes
Thanks to everyone for their generous donations to One Great Hour of Sharing on Easter Sunday. We
received over $800.00 in donations. The One Great Hour of Sharing collections provides relief world-wide
to those affected by natural disasters, providing food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and
oppressed.
We especially want to recognize our youngest members, the children in our Sunday School classes, who
collected $47.21 in their fish boxes. We thank them and their parents for showing how important it is to
help others. Thanks to everyone who helped.
Notes will be published as space permits. Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.
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May Birthdays
1
2
9
10
12
13
14
15
16
22

Lauren Weddle
Bobbi Briggs
Guy Dixon
Ron Howlett, Don Watkins,
Ron Crenshaw, Brad Howlett, Neil Raetz
Bob Hall
David Stahl
Margaret Hall, Ryan Willis
Linda Abercrombie
Lindsey Hamlin, Laura Pearson,
Katie Bunkholt, Owen Bunkholt
Ron Witcher
Elizabeth Waldron
Susan Pharr
Wendy Hevener, David Reeser

23
24
25
29

May Anniversaries
16
17
21
24
30

Marty & Dixie Kovacs (54)
Mike & Cindy Ferguson (21)
Jeff & Tammy McDonald (35)
Ron & Cindy Howlett (8)
Mark & Tracey Williams (26)

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?
Let the church office know: 804-276-1749.

May Schedules
Communion Team
May 6th: Team 2, Intinction
Elder Greeters
6 Marty Kovacs
13 Deb Ellenberg
20 James Deyerle
27 Kitty Bice

Facility Stewards
6 David Kirtley
13 David Williams
20 Dennis Stone
27 Frank Grier

Door Greeters
6 George & Barbara Reid
13 Lil & Courtney Price
20 George & Barbara Reid
27 George & Barbara Reid

Ushers
6 Gail DeCosta, Rich & Bonnie Kowalski,
David Huff
13 Youth Sunday
20 Kathy Liesfeld, Pat Thomas,
Ron Hepp, Jacob Wetzel
27 Kathy Liesfeld, Pat Thomas,
Ron Hepp, Jacob Wetzel

Flower Delivery
6 Communion
13 Shelley & Terry Hamlin
20 Jane Tarter
27 Kathy Liesfeld

Food Closet
1 Shelley Murray, Lyndale Baptist
3 Jane McGee, Gerry Doyle
8 Terry Liendecker, Mary Stahl
10 Tom Murray, Jane Tarter
15 Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski
17 Jane Tarter, Lyndale Baptist
22 Margaret Hall, Lyndale Baptist
24 Melba Jolly, Terry Liendecker
29 Mary Stahl, Lyndale Baptist
31 Jane McGee, Lyndale Baptist
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
7500 Hull Street Road
N. Chesterfield, VA 23235-5810
Phone: 804-276-1749
www.southpreschurch.org
office@southpreschurch.org
Return Service Requested

May 2018
50th Anniversary
Celebration
Sunday, May 6, 2018
11:00 AM Service in the Sanctuary
Reflecting on Our Past
Rejoicing in Our Present
Renewing Hope for Our Future
Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?
Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line.

