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From the Pastor
Dear Southminster Family and Friends,
The day has finally come—on Easter Monday I received the long-awaited notice that my religious worker
visa was approved! Hallelujah, hallelujah! What an incredible Easter gift!
In the days since, my life has been swept up in a whirlwind of activities as I have begun to work out the
details of my move to Wooster, Ohio during this Covid-19 pandemic. As an ironic counterpoint to the long
season of waiting, season in which you so graciously and faithfully accompanied me, life took on incredible
speed and in the past few days, all major pieces of the “Eniko’s Move to Ohio” puzzle have fallen into place.
I found a new home in Wooster, started the process to transfer my work relationship from Southminster
Presbyterian to Westminster Presbyterian Church in Wooster, and I do have a moving date set for May 8th.
No date for my ordination and installation service yet. We are in conversation to determine what is the best
course of action at this time, an ordination service via zoom with a celebratory service of the renewal of
ordination vows later, or wait until we can gather in person again. Stay tuned!
It is hard to believe that I am writing this message to you during my last week with our church family in a
pastoral role. We’ll be marking our almost 8 years-long journey together at our worship on Sunday, April 26
where I’ll be sharing God’s Word with you one last time. You have shown me great love and support
throughout my time serving with you. But during these past 11 months, your love and care helped me stay
grounded in faith and hold on to hope! For by graciously reinstating me in my role as pastoral assistant after
the initial visa application was rejected, you’ve made it possible not only for us to share more time together
but kept me from losing my status in this country. Your faithful commitment to me makes this next chapter
of my journey with Westminster Presbyterian in Wooster possible.
Friends, I will always treasure our time together, all the memories we made, the laughs and the tears, the
growth we have witnessed in the ministries of Southminster and in our individual lives. And yes, I will even
treasure our occasional disagreements on how to be church and how to engage faithfully with our neighbors.
For all those experiences have shaped me into the pastor I have become and they will continue to bless me as
we part ways. As poet John O’Donohue captured it so well, “whenever one person takes another into the care
of their heart, they have the power to bless. There are things we never do, simply because it never occurs to
us that we can do them. To bless someone is to offer a beautiful gift.” You have truly blessed me and I hope I
have blessed you too! Know that I love you and will keep you in my heart and in my prayers,
Yours in Christ,

Congregational Life
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Youth Sunday & Graduate Recognition
Youth Sunday will take place on Sunday, May 17th! Our teenagers will lead us in online worship and we will
celebrate our three graduating High School seniors Joey Williams, Jacob Wetzel, and Emily Pinchbeck!
If you have family members graduating from college, vocational school, or other training programs please
let us know so we can recognize them as well! Contact Joni at office@southpreschurch.org or call the church
office (804) 276-1749.

Youth Planning meetings will take place online on April 26th, May 3rd, and May 10th from 1:30-3pm. Contact
Pastor Caitlin at pastor@southpreschurch.org if you have not received an email invitation.
Hymn Sing
Good news for all of you who have been missing your favorite hymns while we have been in quarantine, on
Sunday May 24th we will celebrate Memorial Day Weekend with our annual hymn sing worship service!
Please send your top three hymn requests to Kimberly Ryan at keliseryan@gmail.com by May 10th and we
will do our best to include as many of them as we can. Then join us either by phone (9am) or online (11am)
to sing along!
If you would be interested in helping lead our online hymn sing by recording yourself playing or singing one
of your favorite hymns please also let Kimberly know. We would love to have as many voices as possible
represented!
How to Participate in Worship
Southminster, you have done a great job in adapting to this new era of worship! The staff has worked hard to
make sure there is a worship option that works for everyone, so if you have not yet jumped on the
bandwagon I hope you will consider trying out one of the options below this month!
Low-Tech Option- If technology is not for you, never fear! All you need is your phone to participate in
worship. Land line or mobile phone both work fine. Just call the number 646-558-8656 at 9 AM on Sunday
morning, and enter the meeting ID 779 566 4969 when prompted. This will let you join a conference call to
listen in to the staff as we record worship live! Don’t worry, your phone will be automatically muted, it just
allows you to listen. But stay on the line until after the postlude and we will be able to unmute you and say a
quick hello! You can also continue to participate in supporting our church mission by sending your regular
stewardship contributions in through the mail to Southminster Presbyterian Church, 7500 Hull St Rd., North
Chesterfield, VA 23235.
Easy-Tech Option- If you are looking for a little more of a visual experience, our worship services are
posted on the church website every Sunday by 11 AM. Just go to www.southpreschurch.org/sermons to
watch! Don’t worry, if Sunday morning doesn’t work out for you the videos are there all week long, so
watch anytime. Don’t forget to check out our giving page as well at www.southpreschurch.org/giving!
Connected-Tech Option- If you want the most interactive experience of worship, join us on Facebook at 11
AM on Sunday mornings for the premier of our worship videos! Not only can you watch, but you can also
see who else is watching and say hello. You will also find devotionals and other messages of encouragement
posted here throughout the week. An easy link posted with each worship video to support our mission
through online giving.
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Finance
Finance Update

The coronavirus has created havoc in our financial lives but with every financial crisis there are
opportunities. For tax year 2020 you will be able to take an additional $300 charitable deduction in addition
to the standard deduction. 401k and IRA Required Minimum Distributions are waived for 2020 which
creates a historical opportunity to convert a portion of your IRA to a Roth IRA (up to $100,000) while the
market is low. You will have to pay taxes on the converted amount but when the market rebounds the gain
will be tax-free and all futures gains will be tax-free and not subject to required distributions. Also, your
remaining IRA will be smaller with smaller future required minimum distributions. Contact your CPA,
Financial Advisor, or Tax Preparer for more details.

Leadership & Planning
Pastoral Transition
As we say goodbye to Enikö many of us are eager to keep in touch! Her new address in Ohio is listed under
the directory updates in this newsletter and I encourage you all to send her a note of blessing and wellwishes that she can take with her as she goes.
Enikö plans to send updates through the church office so that we can let you all know how she is doing,
especially as many of you have expressed interest in attending her ordination service! Nevertheless,
although she will always be a part of the Southminster family, we need to giver her space to focus on
developing that same kind of close relationship with her new congregation. Particularly with the state of the
world right now, building those relationships will be a challenge and require a lot of her time and energy.
She will not have the ability to keep up regular contact with her Southminster friends or accept invitations to
funerals, weddings, baptisms and the like. She may need to take some intentional space on social media as
well to allow her to focus on her new church.

As Presbyterians we encourage all parting pastors and churches to take at least a year to give one another
that space to build new relationships. So, as Enikö moves on to this great opportunity, let’s all do the best
thing we can do to support her in her ministry and allow her to focus on developing her role as Pastor of
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Wooster, OH. Congratulations, Enikö!

Caitlin's Doctor of Ministry
Over the past few years Pastor Caitlin has been slowly working her way through a Doctor of Ministry
program at Louisville Presbyterian Seminary. This distance learning program allows her to take the few
weeks of continuing education each year and apply it towards an advanced degree in practical ministry
skills. Caitlin has completed all of her course work and will be using some continuing education time this
May and June to finish writing up her final project on community care and outreach. Please pray for her as
she works to meet her goal before the new baby comes in August!

Special Announcements
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Easter Lilies

Even though we weren’t physically able to gather together for Easter this year, we kept with our tradition of
purchasing Easter lilies. They served as a beautiful backdrop to our recorded Easter Sunday service, and
now that the holiday is over they have been planted on the church grounds.
2020 Easter Lily Dedications
To our family and friends here on earth,
and those in heaven
In loving memory of my wife, Pat Cifelli
From Mike

In loving memory of Forrest Jolly
In honor of our wonderful family. Including the
newest addition, Jones A. Hollingsworth!

In memory of Joseph, Frances, and Anne Martz
We love and miss you

In remembrance of our parents and grandparents,
Mr. & Mrs. Walter McDonald
and Col. & Mrs. Neal Brayton

In memory of E. Phillips & Julia A. Grier
We love and miss you

In loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. James Ney Teass,
By Gary & Anne Ferrell Smith and Family

In honor of our grandchildren:
Grier, Thomas, Bella, & Pippa

In loving memory of Mr. & Mrs. Randel C. Smith
By Gary & Anne Ferrell Smith and Family

In celebration of our marriage
on Good Friday, April 10, 2020
Doug & Wendy Briskman

In honor of those serving our country
in the Armed Forces. We thank you.
Riki & Dennis Stone

In loving memory of our parents, Roger & Lucille
Huff and Edward & Marion Whitehead
By David & ChiChi Huff

In loving memory of our son, Christopher,
who is forever in our hearts
Riki & Dennis Stone

Food Closet News
Our church building is a little quiet these days, except on Tuesday and Thursday mornings when the Food
Closet opens to serve our CCHASM clients. The Southminster Food Closet is dedicated to remaining open
and providing groceries for those in need in our community We would like to take this time to thank our
dedicated volunteers, our elders who are providing coverage for those who need to stay at home, Susan Pharr
for making masks, and Shelley Murray for coordinating with everyone to make sure we are staffed. We
would also like to thank everyone who is contributing items and funds to the Food Closet. Now more than
ever, we could not do this without your support. Donations can be dropped off at the back door anytime
during regular business hours. Monetary donations can be mailed to the church or made online.
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Mother’s Day Craft
What you need:
•
Templates (below)
•
Card stock/construction paper
•
Glue
•
Green marker OR green pipe cleaners

Instructions
*This craft is adapted from https://www.thebestideasforkids.com/mothers-day-card-craft/. The
website has a video and pictures if you would like visual instructions!
1.
Cut out the tulip and flower pot templates.
2.
Trace the tulip and flower pot onto card stock/construction paper. You’ll need to do this twice for the
flower pot and 3 times for the tulips.
3.
Glue one flower pot onto a sheet of paper. Glue the other on top of it so that they are only connected by
the brim. (see photo above)
4.
Glue the tulips onto the paper above the flower pot.
5.
Use the green marker or pipe cleaners to create stems connecting the tulips to the flower pot.
6.
Flip the top flower pot up and write your Mother’s Day message inside!
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May Birthdays
1
2
9
10
12
13
14
15
16
22
23
24
25
29

May Food Closet Schedule

Lauren Weddle
Bobbi Briggs
Guy Dixon
Ron Howlett, Don Watkins,
Ron Crenshaw
Bob Hall
David Stahl
Margaret Hall, Ryan Willis
Linda Abercrombie
Lindsey Hamlin, Laura Pearson,
Kate Bunkholt, Owen Bunkholt
Ron Witcher
Elizabeth Waldron
Susan Pharr
Wendy Briskman, David Reeser

5
7
12
14
19
21
26
28

If any volunteer needs or wishes to stay at
home during this time, please contact Shelley
Murray and a sub will be found. We want all
of our volunteers to stay safe and healthy!

Directory Updates

May Anniversaries
16
17
21
24
30

Mary Stahl, Terry Liendecker
Lyndale, Lyndale
Jane Tartar, Lyndale Baptist
Lyndale, Lyndale
Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski
Lyndale, Margaret Hall
Mary Stahl, Jane Tarter
Terry Liendecker, Lyndale

Marty & Dixie Kovacs (56)
Mike & Cindy Ferguson (23)
Jeff & Tammy McDonald (37)
Ron & Cindy Howlett (40)
Mark & Tracey Williams (28)

Lauren Weddle
201 College Place
Apt. 317
Norfolk, VA 23510

Enikö Ferenczy
1069 Mindy Lane
Unit 7B
Wooster, OH 44691
(Effective May 10th)

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?
Let the church office know: 804-276-1749.
Remember in Prayer

Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, Carolyn Griles,
Bob Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Shirley Martin, Jane McGee, Earl &
Donna Medicus, Adele Robertson, Billy Smith, Liz Snead, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher.
Southminster Notes
Dear Southminster Family,
I am thankful to be part of such a loving and caring family. After my recent shoulder surgery, I was amazed
at all the expressions of love you gave to me that included Enikö’s very early morning visit to pray with Rich
and me before surgery; the many cards and calls and emails; the tasty food; a beautiful book of blessings;
flowers; a very useful ice bag. All this when everyone was dealing with Covid 19 issues. My Southminster
Family has a remarkable capacity to love and care for each other. I am truly blessed! Thank you. In Christ,
Bonnie Kowalski

SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
7500 Hull Street Road
N. Chesterfield, VA 23235-5810
Phone: 804-276-1749
www.southpreschurch.org
office@southpreschurch.org
Return Service Requested

May 2020
Sunday Services
Worship with us online at 11:00 AM
facebook.com/southpreschurch
Call in live at 9:00 AM
1-646-558-8656
Meeting ID 779 566 4969

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?
Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line.

