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From the Pastor
On November 11th we will celebrate Commitment Sunday. I always find it to be a very moving service as I
imagine that each pledge card that is placed in the offering plate symbolizes a promise to God and a
response to God’s calling in our lives. You all are always faithful in your consideration of your giving. I have
only one reminder for you…Don’t forget that those pledge cards are two sided!
On one side of course there is space to make your financial gift to the work of the church, and on the other
side there is a place to make a pledge of your time and energy. Both gifts are important. But that second
piece, the pledge of your time, is what I consider to be the most precious gift we all have to give.
Our church functions with a very modest staff because we believe that the work of the church should be led
by you, the members. The pastors and support staff all understand our role as providing the opportunities,
support, and encouragement needed for the church’s members to live into their calling as the Body of Christ.
Each of the five teams listed on your pledge card represents an area of ministry that is vital to our
congregation—and each one of those teams could truly use a helping hand in their important work. In order
to encourage you to consider where you might serve, I want to take this opportunity to highlight some
specific volunteer needs for the coming year within each of those teams.
Congregational Life: Congregational Life functions on a seasonal rotation. Our Winter Team is getting set to
kick-in to high gear, but I have important leadership slots open on the Spring Team including looking for
some helpers to coordinate our Easter Lily decorating and delivery.
Church in the World: Our food closet is looking for a new volunteer to help with the weekly shopping. This
job has flexible hours and can be done on your own schedule. I am also looking for a few teachers, former
teachers, or people who love teachers to work with me on a new school partnership that will begin during
Lent of next year.
Leadership and Planning: Leadership and Planning oversees long-term projects and vision, as well as
personnel. We have an opening on the Personnel Committee starting in 2019 and we will also soon be
recruiting new members for the 2019 Nominating Committee.
Finance: Our church has been blessed with very responsible financial planning over the years that sustains
our ministry. If financial know-how is a gift of yours, the finance committee would be glad to have a few
more folks to fill out the ranks.
Facilities: The session has designated funding for some important capital improvement projects in 2019
including updating our bathrooms, improving the lighting in the sanctuary, and installing a new playground
for our children. I am currently recruiting people who are passionate about these projects to help see them
through to fruition.
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Christian Life
Oyster Roast

Brown Pearson will host the annual Oyster Roast at his cabin on the Pamunkey River on Saturday,
November 10th from 1:30 PM – 6:00 PM. Southminster men ages 8 and over are invited to spend an autumn
Saturday in the country. There will be horseshoes, volleyball, and football (touch and televised). We’ll roast
oysters throughout the afternoon with a cookout dinner at 5:30 PM.
RSVP and information forms can be found in the Narthex. RSVP by Wednesday, November 7th. Contact
Brown Pearson (804-347-8895) for more information.

Church in the World
Community Thanksgiving Service
Thanksgiving is one of the most beloved holidays of the year for many of us. It is a special time to gather
with family and friends, savor the sumptuous pie or casserole that is so good because it is based on
grandma’s recipe. We share laughter, treasure the unique bonds we share with loved ones, and yes, even to
bring out heads on our deepest passions about the things of the world.

Yet each year, Thanksgiving is an opportunity for us to recognize and celebrate the broader connections we
share with people outside our intimate circles of family and friends. Come to the Community Thanksgiving
Service organized annually by churches along Hull Street to experience the Body of Christ embodied in a
multitude of denominations.
This year we will gather for a joint worship at Lutheran Church of Our Saviour on Tuesday, November
20th at 7:00 PM. The address is 9601 Hull Street Road, across from the Wells Fargo Bank and Amberleigh
subdivision. The Reverend Mike Windley from Friendship Baptist Church will share God’s Word. Anyone
interested in singing in the choir is welcome to come rehearse at 6:00 PM.
We hope that you will come out to join worship and fellowship with our sisters and brothers from our church
communities along Hull Street!

First Responders Breakfast
On Wednesday, November 14th, Southminster will partner with the Manchester YMCA, Lutheran Church of
our Saviour, and Ramsey United Methodist Church to host breakfast for our local first responders.

This breakfast is our small way of saying thank you to the police officers, fire fighters, and EMTs who give
so much to our community. If you would like to volunteer to help serve food and say thank you to our first
responders, please contact Anne Smith at smith24family@gmail.com.

Finance
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Stewardship & Budget

This is the season of Stewardship, as we prepare for Commitment Sunday and as we honor our 2018
Commitments. As members of Southminster we know we are the hands and feet of God. It is through us
that God uses our collective and individual gifts to further meaningful ministries. Two noteworthy
ministries to mention in 2019 are that we will be funding the Food Closet even more than in the past. Also,
in 2019 we will also be participating in our first year of being a partner in RISC (Richmonders Involved to
Strengthen Our Communities) which is RVA's powerful, diverse community of congregations united for
grassroot-level justice. These and many other life changing ministries will continue to be the focus as we
move into 2019 – let’s continue this faith journey together.

Leadership & Planning
Capital Improvements
After a thoughtful process led by the Leadership and Planning team, the Session has designated the funds to
take on three capital improvement projects in the coming year.
Worship: If you have ever sat in the sanctuary and found the lighting a bit dim you are not alone! We have
brought in a lighting consultant to help us improve the visibility in our sanctuary without changing the look
or feel of the space.
Children: It has probably been a while since you have really taken a look at our church playground. With a
growing children’s ministry and community partnerships with the Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, it is time to
invest in a new, safe play area.
Welcome: Any good host knows that details matter in making people feel welcome. That is why we have
created a plan to give our bathroom facilities a good facelift, with a special eye to making them fully
accessible to seniors and members with physical disabilities.

Facilities
Our Facility At Work

Presbyterian Women

On Tuesday, November 6th Southminster will be the
site of a Life Line Stroke Screening event in the
Fellowship Hall. Life Line has become a regular
guest at Southminster, and provides an important
service by bringing medical screening to local
neighborhoods, making it more easily accessible.

Ruth Circle
November 6th at 2:00 PM
Conference Room

Life Line Screening uses ultrasound technology to
identify key risk factors for strokes. The Life Line
screening team looks for “critical findings,” meaning
that the participant is at a high risk. This enables
individuals to seek medical intervention for their
condition before a stroke can occur.
We are happy to be able to partner with Life Line
Screening for this important service.

Anna Circle
November 6th at 7:00 PM
Debbie Greenberg’s residence
Martha Circle
November 7th at 10:00 AM
Christian Life classroom
Esther Circle
November 13th at 10:00 AM
Fellowship Hall

Special Announcements
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Youth Group News

Save the Date: The Youth Group will lead a Youth Service Project on November 11th. Be on the lookout for
more information as we will either rake leaves or do a church service project. This is a great opportunity to
enjoy fun, fellowship, food and faith. Looking forward to seeing you!
World Communion Sunday
I know that I speak for many of us when I say that we truly felt
the move of the Spirit in our joint worship service with Iglesia
Pentecostal Cántico Nuevo on World Communion Sunday. This
is how one of you described the experience to me: “There was so
much energy and unique enthusiasm in the church. One could
really get a different flavor or feel for the way another culture
worships the same God.”
IPCN’s gifted singer Heyron Oner led us into some soulful singing and praising God in Spanish and English.
Pastor Mario (in the center of the photo) preaching on Luke 4: 16-22 in Spanish, reminded us that following
Jesus means participating in his ministry of healing, liberation and transformation, a message rendered into
English powerfully by Mr. Leslie Monet (on the left in the photo), himself an evangelist and coordinator of
IPCN’s mission project in Nicaragua. Kudos also to the Southminster choir who, venturing into singing part
of the anthem in Spanish, showed hospitality beautifully and helped us recognize that we are all united in
Christ across our cultures and languages.
We look forward to deepening our friendship with IPCN and discerning how God may be calling us to join
our efforts in sharing God’s love in our community. We already took a first step toward a shared ministry.
The offering collected at our joint World Communion Sunday worship will support IPCN’s mission project
in Nicaragua that provides meals for 200 children in need every Sunday as well as the ministry of two
pastors in the Dominican Republic, who established a church there after they were forced out of Venezuela.
¡Gloria a Dios!
1st Hurricane Florence Mission Trip Report
On Sunday, October 7th fourteen volunteers set out from Southminster to New Bern, North Carolina, a town
that was heavily damaged by flooding during Hurricane Florence. The volunteers set up a campsite in the
hall and classrooms of the West New Bern Presbyterian Church and got straight to work.
During their week in New Bern, the volunteers tackled eleven houses with downed trees, five houses that
needed tarps, and four houses that required the removal of sheetrock, insulation, and carpeting. In addition,
six houses were treated for mold. The team also went to work at Neuse Forest Presbyterian Church where
they began rehabbing the building’s education wing, converting it into a disaster relief volunteer shelter for
future mission trips.
Due to the onset of Hurricane Michael the volunteers were forced to cut their trip short by half a day in order
to get back to Richmond. The team is excited about their accomplishments, but know that a monumental
task lies ahead for New Bern. With this in mind, Brown Pearson and the POJ are already organizing a
second trip. The Hurricane Florence Mission Trip 2 will be from November 11th – November 16th. If you
are interested in taking part in this trip, please contact Brown Pearson at 804-347-8895. Contributions to the
mission trip fund are always welcome and may be sent to the Southminster office.
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Poinsettia Orders: 2018
Southminster will begin taking orders for poinsettias on Sunday, November 4th. The poinsettias are a way for
our congregation to add to our holiday joy. Members and guests, friends and relatives, may purchase
poinsettias for the sanctuary, dedicating them to loved ones, remembering those we have lost, and honoring
milestones.
Order forms will be available in the Sunday bulletins. If you are unable to come to church and get an order
form, please contact the office. The cost of each poinsettia is $10.00. The deadline to order is November
28th.
Alternative Gift Market
Frustrated about finding that perfect gift for someone who has everything? Longing for a way to experience
more of the real spirit of Christmas? Then you won’t want to miss the Alternative Gift Market on Sunday,
November 11th in the fellowship hall immediately following the morning worship service, during the
Commitment Sunday reception. You can buy meaningful gifts to honor special people in your life, and give
life-giving gifts that make a difference in this world.
Our market at Southminster has been active since 2001 and we have contributed more than $47,609.00 to
AGI projects around the world. A total of $67,500.00 has been raised for AGI, Fair Market Coffee, Conrad
Center, Food Closet, and So. Sudan School. Thank to all of you who have cared to make a difference.

Remember in Prayer
Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, Carolyn Griles,
Bob & Net Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Earl & Donna Medicus, Adele
Robertson, Eddie & Jenny Schiller, Billy Smith, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher.
Directory Updates
Mark & Pattie
Pinchbeck
804-647-9274
Carolyn Griles
804-674-7811

Marty & Dixie Kovacs
10684 Braden Parke Drive
Chesterfield, VA 23832
804-745-0963
Cell: 703-869-6542

Kathy Liesfeld
2738 Red Lane Road
Powhatan, VA 23139
804-240-2529

Southminster Notes
Dear Southminster Family,
Thank you for the cozy blanket and hat! Pippa loves them. It was so sweet of you all to think of us as we
welcomed our girl into the world. We can’t wait for her to meet everyone!
Love,
Caroline & Coveh Solaimani
Notes will be published as space permits. Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.
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November Birthdays
1
3
4
5
7
8
9
11
13
15
16
17
19
23
25
26
27
28
29

Ron Hepp
Rick Schaffer
Kaylee Singleton
Robin Lapsley
Amanda Bunkholt
Rick Abbott
Dave Thomas
Donna Medicus, Eric Stahl
David Huff, Antonio Mazzamuto
Tammy McDonald
Debbie Dugger, Marcia Shipley,
Caroline Solaimani, Brian Singleton
Robert Griffin
Jim Dugger
Abigail Deyerle, Evan Wheeler,
Andrew Swenck
Mike Cifelli
Mark Williams, Enikӧ Ferenczy
Melanie Miller, Tim Weddle
Mel Bookman, Terry Hamlin

November Anniversaries
3
3
3
7
7
22
22
29

Sue & Tom Carlton (17)
Russ & Deb Ellenberg (39)
Jane & Brent Tarter (18)
Gary & Anne Smith (37)
David & Joyce Burton (59)
Rosairo & Nan Mazzamuto (19)
George & Barbara Reid (49)
Earl & Donna Medicus (44)

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?
Let the church office know: 804-276-1749.

November Schedules
Communion Team
Nov. 4th: Team 3 – Intinction
Elder Greeters
4 James Deyerle
11 Kitty Bice
18 Frank Grier
25 Jan Belote
Facility Stewards
4 Mark Endries
11 Dixie Kovacs
18 Matt Briggs
25 Ben Nwoke
Door Greeters
4 George & Barbara Reid
11 George & Barbara Reid
18 Bob & Marty Griffin
25 George & Barbara Reid
Ushers
4 Matt Briggs, Laura Pearson, Jerry Davis
11 Jan Belote, Johanna Williams,
Ben Nwoke, Moses Adiele
18 Jan Belote, Johanna Williams,
Ben Nwoke, Moses Adiele
25 Gerry Doyle, Terry Liendecker,
Ron Hepp, Jacob Wetzel
Flower Delivery
4 Communion
11 Laura & Brown Pearson
18 Riki & Dennis Stone
25 Riki & Dennis Stone
Food Closet
1 Liz Snead, Jane Tarter
6 Melba Jolly, Lyndale Baptist
8 Gerry Doyle, Lyndale Baptist
13 Margaret Hall, Shelley Murray
15 Jane McGee, Shelley Murray
20 Terry Liendecker, Jane Tarter
22 Closed
27 Mary Stahl, Lyndale Baptist
29 Bonnie Kowalski, Gail DeCosta
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N. Chesterfield, VA 23235-5810
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Return Service Requested

November 2018

A Service of
Lessons & Carols
Sunday, December 16th
7:00 PM
Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?
Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line.

