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Can you finish the lines of these hymns?  
 

• Then sings my soul, my Savior, God, to Thee, __________________ 

• Lift High ___________________ 

• Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? ____________________ 

• Spirit of the living God, ________________________ 
 

Believe it or not, all four of these beloved hymns were “new” to the Presbyterian Hymnal that was published 

in 1990. Now lovingly known as the “Blue Hymnal,” I’m sure it got quite a bit of pushback in its own time. 

None of us like the idea of anyone messing with our favorite hymns, or making us learn a new song! But in 

fact, with every new iteration of the hymnal have come new favorites that we soon feel we could never do 

without. Mary Louise Bringle, Elder at Trinity Presbyterian Church in North Carolina and President of the 

Hymn Society in the United States and Canada, writes, “Roughly every two decades church groups look 

back over their song collections, winnowing out those older pieces that have fallen out of common usage and 

those newer ones that have never quiet caught on.” And along with the letting go, we also have the 

opportunity to explore new favorites that come from the fresh creativity of the spirit at work among the 

musicians who God has gifted with inspiration for hymns that speak to our contemporary faith. 
 

That time has come again to open the pages of a new hymnal to discover new favorites. Next year will 

celebrate 30 years since Ol’ Blue was published, and the PC (U.S.A.) has released a new hymnal, called 

Glory to God. It includes all of our long-time favorites, as well many new songs you may already know like 

Sanctuary, Will You Come and Follow Me, Awesome God, and They Will Know We are Christians By Our 

Love. It also includes songs that bring a bit more rhythm and spirit from Christians around the globe like He 

Came Down, a traditional Cameroonian song, and We are Marching, from the church in South Africa.  
  

Last month, acting on the recommendation from our music and pastoral staff, the Session voted to use a 

portion of our generous Memorial Fund to bring the new hymnal into our pews. So, you can expect to see 

beautiful, new, red hymnals appear in your pews for the Advent season! The new hymnals will pair 

wonderfully with our projection screen. We already have electronic access to the new hymnal, so now our 

print version will match. Also because of the screen, we are ordering a smaller number of print hymnals than 

before, enough to fill the pews, but not as many as we would have needed previously!  
 

Some of you may remember, that many of Southminster’s Blue Hymnals were personally dedicated with 

name plates inside the front cover. It is important to the Session that we honor those dedications-- so during 

the month of December we will be organizing the Blue Hymnals alphabetically by name and inviting you to 

take the one that might be meaningful to you and your family home with you. Hymnals contain music that is 

the soul of the church, and just like passing down a family bible, having a keepsake family hymnal can be a 

beautiful treasure. I look forward to the ways we will continue to treasure the songs of our faith, both old and 

new.  
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Church in the World 

CCHASM Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

Southminster is proud to support the CCHASM Thanksgiving Basket program which provides families in 

need with a full holiday meal.  Southminster will be accepting non-perishable food items and monetary 

donations from Sunday, October 13th through Sunday, November 10th.   
 

Food items should be left in the food baskets at the church and marked “CCHASM.”  You may give 

individual items from the list below or put together an entire basket.  If you are giving a complete meal, 

please place items in doubled grocery bags and mark “Thanksgiving.”  Food items should be dropped off by 

Sunday, November 10th. 
 

Contents Of A Full Thanksgiving Basket 

1 40 oz can of yams / sweet potatoes 

1    13 oz box of mashed potatoes 

1 14 oz  can of cranberry sauce 

2 15 oz cans of corn 

2    15 oz cans of green vegetables 

2    Boxes of stove top dressing 

2    Cans or packages of gravy (no glass jars) 

1 Box of hot chocolate 

1    Box of tea bags 

1    Large box or bag of cookies 

Chesterfield Triad Presents:  Transitions in Later Life 
 

On Thursday, November 21st, Chesterfield Triad will present Transitions in Later Life:  How to Determine 

the Best Senior Care Options Needed in the Sanctuary at 10:00 AM.  This program is free and open to all.  

Come join us to hear from local experts on different options that can help when your loved one is in a state 

of transition and needs more care. 

We Want You For The Christmas Choir 
 

Have you ever wanted to try out choir, but weren’t sure if it was for you or couldn’t make a long-term 

commitment?  The Advent and Christmas season is the perfect time to get a taste of the Southminster Choir.  

We are inviting all members, visitors, guests, family, and friends to join us for the season.  Singers of all 

skill levels are welcome and encouraged to participate; no prior experience is needed.  The Southminster 

Seasonal Choir will provide music for our worship services during Advent and Christmas and for our 

Service of Lessons & Carols. 
 

Rehearsal / Performance Schedule For The Christmas Choir  
 

Wednesdays from 6:30 PM – 8:30 PM starting November 13th 
 

Sundays from 9:15 AM – 9:50 AM starting November 17th  
 

Saturday, December 14th from 5:00 PM – 6:00 PM 
 

Sunday, December 15th:  Lessons & Carols 

Rehearsal from 5:00 PM – 6:00 PM followed by a pot luck dinner 

Performance at 7:00 PM 
 

Sunday, December 22nd at the 11:00 AM Service 
 

Tuesday, December 24th at the 8:00 PM Christmas Eve Service 
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Leadership & Planning 

Finance 

 

Presbyterian Women 
 

Ruth Circle 

  November 5th at 2:00 PM 

Conference Room 
 

Anna Circle       

November 19th at 6:30 PM 

Laura Pearson’ residence 
 

Martha Circle 

November 6th at 10:00 AM 

Christian Life Classroom 
 

Esther Circle  

November 12th at 10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Stewardship 
 

Sunday, November 3rd will be Commitment Sunday, the celebration of the commitments we each make to 

God for the coming year. All through the month of October we have been focusing in worship on the theme 

of becoming “Stewards of Hope” who plant seeds of love, service, and generosity in thanksgiving for the 

grace of God in our lives. I hope the stories shared by our Elders, the inspirational scriptures, and  thoughtful 

prayers have given you new enthusiasm for making your commitment to God’s work in our church.  
  

On November 3rd we invite you to bring your pledge card with you to offer during this special worship 

service of communion, remembrance, and thanksgiving. Following worship, we will join in a reception in 

the Fellowship Hall to celebrate what God is doing through us. Hope to see you there!  

New Organist in 2020 
 

We have been so blessed to have Cameron Moore serving as our accompanist for the past year. His upbeat 

attitude and musical creativity have been a welcome addition to the Southminster family! So, it is with a 

heavy heart that we announce that Cameron will be leaving his position with us at the end of the year in 

order to allow for better balance his work and home life. Even though our time with Cameron has been 

short, he has become very beloved and will always be a welcome presence here!  
  

But, our sadness at Cameron’s departure also comes with a new opportunity for celebration-- starting 

January 1st we will welcome our new accompanist, Gabriella Ryan! Gabriella has her piano performance 

degree from the Chicago Conservatory, and brings with her over 30 years of teaching and church music 

experience. She is the current President of the Richmond Music Teachers Association, and teaches private 

piano lesson as well as lessons at St. Catherine’s School. In addition to her extensive music experience and 

expertise, she is also the mother of our beloved music director Kimberly Ryan! We are very excited to have 

this mother-daughter team leading the Southminster music program and thankful for the heart for worship 

they both share. I hope you will all join me in welcoming Gabriella to Southminster in the new year!  

Inclement Weather Policy 
 

In case of inclement weather on a Sunday morning, 

the decision to cancel services will be made by the 

pastor and the facilities chairperson by 7:30 AM. 

   

By 8:00 AM, closing notices will be submitted to 

local Richmond CBS, NBC, and ABC stations, a 

notification will be sent to the email list, and a 

notice will be posted on the church Facebook page.  

You may also call the church office where the 

voicemail message will be updated with appropriate 

information. 
 



 

 

 

 

• Received a report on the October 19th Presbytery Meeting. 
 

• Approved the use of silk flower arrangement during worship unless dedications are made due to increase 

costs of flowers 
 

• Approved the purchase of 2013 PCUSA Hymnals to better match slides used during worship services 
 

• Approved Rev. Deyerle having access to financial giving records for the purpose of better monitoring 

Stewardship. 
 

• Approved transfer of $10,000 from the Emergency Fund to the Food Fund to be used for the Food Closet.  
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Special Announcements 

Session Highlights 

Oyster Roast 
 

Brown Pearson will host the annual Men’s Oyster Roast at his cabin on the Pamunkey River on Saturday, 

November 16th from 1:30 PM – 6:00 PM. Southminster men ages 8 and over are invited to spend an autumn 

Saturday in the country. There will be horseshoes, volleyball, and football (touch and televised).  We’ll roast 

oysters throughout the afternoon with a cookout dinner at 5:30 PM.   
  

RSVP and information forms can be found in the Narthex.  RSVP by Monday, November 11th. Contact 

Brown Pearson (804-347-8895) for more information. 

Community Thanksgiving Service 
 

This year’s Community Thanksgiving Worship will be hosted by Friendship Baptist Church at 7pm on 

Tuesday, November 26th. This is always a great time of fellowship with our neighboring Chesterfield 

churches- I hope you will join us as we give thanks together. This year’s preacher will be Rev. Delano 

Douglas, the dynamic new pastor Walmsley Boulevard United Methodist Church. As is our tradition all of 

the participating church choirs will be invited to join in singing together for this special service of thanks.  

Poinsettia Orders:  2019 
 

Southminster will begin taking orders for poinsettias on Sunday, November 10th. Order forms will be 

available in the Sunday bulletins.  If you are unable to come to church and get an order form, please contact 

the office.  The cost of each poinsettia is $10.00.  The deadline to order is December 2nd.   

Save These Important Christmas Dates! 
 

A Service of Lessons & Carols   

Sunday, December 15th at 7:00 PM in the Sanctuary 
 

Birthday Party for Jesus 

Wednesday, December 18th at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall 
 

Christmas Eve Services 

Family Service:  Tuesday, December 24th at 5:00 PM in the Sanctuary 

Traditional Worship & Communion:  Tuesday, December 24th at 8:00 PM in the Sanctuary 
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Notes will be published as space permits.  Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.  

Remember in Prayer 
 

Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, Carolyn Griles, 

Bob Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Shirley Martin, Jane McGee, Earl & 

Donna Medicus, Adele Robertson, Billy Smith, Liz Snead, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher. 

Directory Updates 

Southminster Notes 

Thank you so much for the generous scholarships throughout my college career.  They have been such a 

great help.  Having a church family that cares so much about me and my success has been so important to 

me, and I am beyond grateful. 

Julia Dugger 

Dear Southminster Family, 

 

I can’t believe this is finally my senior year!  I have had so many wonderful experiences!  From football 

managing to lacrosse and championship games, to sorority, travels to Ireland, Scotland, and England, to 

running/being in charge of the student activities board and. . .oh, yes.  Classes.  The Southminster 

scholarship has been helpful in allowing me to have these experiences.  Thank you so much for your very 

generous support.  It is appreciated. 

With love, 

Abby Willis 

Emily Cruciata 

mrs.cruciata517@gmail.com 

Sanctuary Flower Dedications:  Changes in 2020 
 

Beginning in January 2020 the cost to dedicate Sanctuary flowers will increase.  Due to the rising costs of 

both flowers and delivery service, the cost to dedicate flowers will be $60.00.   This is based on the charges 

from our florist; after considerable research we have found this price to be fair and on par with what other 

churches in our area pay for similar flowers.   
 

The logistics of flower dedication will work the same way.  There will be a sign-up chart outside of the 

church office where people can reserve their Sundays.  The dedication and payment should be given to the 

office manager, and we ask that you specify if you would like to keep your flowers or send them to a special 

care member.   
 

On Sundays when no one has signed up to dedicate we will forgo having flowers.  Instead we look forward 

to letting some of the artistic and creative members of our congregation find new ways to make our 

Sanctuary beautiful for worship. 
 



Elder Greeters 

3    Kitty Bice 

10  Jan Belote 

17  Marty Kovacs 

24  Matt Brigs 

Visitation Team 

3      Communion 

10    Laura & Brown Pearson 

17    Riki & Dennis Stone 

24    Riki & Dennis Stone 

Ushers 

3 Terry Liendecker, Tracey Williams,  

 Kathy Liesfeld, Guy Dixon 

10 Marsha Lane, Guy Dixon,  

 Jan Belote, Pat Thomas 

17 Marsha Lane, Guy Dixon, 

 Jan Belote, Pat Thomas 

24 Rich & Bonnie Kowalski,  

 Gail DeCosta, David Huff 

Food Closet 

5    Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski 

7    Shelley Murray, Lyndale Baptist 

12   Mary Stahl, Lyndale Baptist 

14   Melba Jolly, Terry Liendecker 

19   Margaret Hall, Shelley Murray 

21  Mary Stahl, Lyndale Baptist 

26  Terry Liendecker, Jane Tarter 

28  Thanksgiving ~ Closed 

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?   

Let the church office know:  804-276-1749. 

November Birthdays 
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Communion Teams 

November 3rd:  Intinction, Team 1 

Facility Stewards 

3    David Kirtley 

10  Dennis Stone 

17   Dixie Kovacs 

24  Frank Grier 

November Anniversaries 

November Schedules, cont. 

1 Ron Hepp 

3 Rick Schaffer 

4 Kaylee Singleton 

5 Robin Lapsley 

7    Amanda Bunkholt 

8 Rick Abbott 

9 Dave Thomas 

11 Donna Medicus, Eric Stahl 

12 Clara Damron 

13 David Huff, Antonio Mazzamuto 

15 Tammy McDonald 

16 Debbie Dugger, Marcia Shipley,  

17 Caroline Solaimani, Brian Singleton 

23 Jim Dugger 

25 Abigail Deyerle, Evan Wheeler,  

      Andrew Swenck 

26  Mike Cifelli 

27  Mark Williams, Enikӧ Ferenczy 

28 Melanie Miller, Tim Weddle 

29 Mel Bookman 

3 Sue & Tom Carlton (18) 

3    Russ & Deb Ellenberg (40) 

3 Jane & Brent Tarter (19) 

7 Gary & Anne Smith (38) 

7    David & Joyce Burton (60) 

22 Rosairo & Nan Mazzamuto (20) 

22  George & Barbara Reid (50) 

29  Earl & Donna Medicus (45) 

Acolytes 

3    Communion 

10  Luke Pearson 

17  Meleana Grogan 

24  Rebekah Campbell 

November Schedules 
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
7500 Hull Street Road 

N. Chesterfield, VA  23235-5810 

Phone:  804-276-1749 

www.southpreschurch.org 

office@southpreschurch.org 

Return Service Requested 

November 2019 

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?   

Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line. 

Commitment Sunday 
November 3, 2019 

 

Join us for service at 11:00 AM, followed by a 
reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

http://www.southpreschurch.org/
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org

