
Did you know that it was the 1933 vision of Shady Grove Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

to mark the first Sunday in October as what would become World Communion Sunday?  This is a day when 

we remember and celebrate Christian unity across different languages, traditions and customs.  It is a day 

that has captured the spirit of Christians worldwide.  
  

Here at Southminster we love celebrating this day. For the past 6 years, international students from Korea, 

Myanmar, India, France, Switzerland, and Ghana have enriched our worship with their songs, prayers, and 

reflections on scripture. The students’ witness to God’s work in their home communities has reminded us of 

the broadness of God’s Church spanning across continents and cultures. How exciting it is to receive a 

glimpse of God’s all-encompassing love that is not partial to one particular expression of worship or a 

certain way of discipleship! Rather, in Christ, we are united to God and one another across our various 

differences. This unity is our identity and is also the vision that we hope to grow into more fully.  
  

While World Communion Sunday is not the only day to remember our Christian unity in Christ, on this day 

we can renew our commitment to celebrating and working towards unity in the Body of Christ. This year, we 

will mark this special day by joining in worship with our sisters and brothers from Iglesia Pentecostal 

Cántico Nuevo. Our Spanish-speaking neighbor congregation shepherded by Mario and Jessica Mayorga has 

been worshipping in our building for the past two years, and many of you have met members of IPCN during 

the week or Sunday afternoons, or at the bouncy house at our Community Festival. This year, we would like 

to grow this partnership beyond sharing space into sharing our life of discipleship. So we begin by joining 

together in worship on Sunday, October 7 at 11am in the sanctuary. We come together from different cultural 

traditions and two quite different styles of worship. Some of us will speak English, others Spanish. We will 

sing songs from both of our traditions. Some will be more reserved in our prayers, others may feel led to 

pray with body and voice. Pastor Mario will share God’s Word. We envision this service neither as 

Presbyterian, nor Pentecostal, but a blend of our traditions, sharing in the bread and the cup, celebrating our 

oneness in Christ.  
  

For as Psalm 100 invites us,  
  

Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving… and praise, for the Lord is good… and God’s faithfulness 

has no end. Vengan a sus puertas… cantando himnos de alabanza y gratitud. Porque el Señor es bueno… y 

su fidelidad no tiene fin. 
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Church in the World 

Fall Festival 
 

Southminster will hold its annual Fall Festival on Wednesday, October 24th from 6:00 – 8:00 PM. All ages, 

come and enjoy a wonderful dinner and games and activities for everyone. Costumes are optional. Please 

bring an item for the food closet as we celebrate harvest. Our Girl Scouts will be joining us this year for all 

of the fun. Anyone wishing to donate candy, please put it in the box in the narthex.  
 

Since it was such a hit last year, we will have a Pumpkin Cake Walk again this year. Anyone willing to make 

cakes or goodies for the cake walk, or would like to help with decorations or dinner please contact Jennifer 

Weddle 804-690-7185.  

Rise Against Hunger 
 

After worship on October 21st, we will pack nutritious, non-perishable meals for people recovering from 

disasters or as part of programs to permanently lift people out of poverty.  Last year we packed 10,000 meals 

that went to schoolchildren in Nicaragua, giving them the energy to focus on their studies. For some 

students, it was the only meal they ate each day as their families could not afford to feed them. 
 

Please join us on October 21st in the Fellowship Hall from 12:00 PM – 2:00 PM to once again pack 

10,000 meals for those in need. Members and friends of all ages, from middle school on up, are able to 

participate, and childcare will be available for our youngest members. Every year we have so much fun it’s 

over before you know it - so to make it last longer and help as many people as possible we’re accepting 

donations to increase the number of meals we pack. Each meal costs only 29 cents! You can volunteer and 

donate online at http://www.southpreschurch.org/rise-against-hunger.html or on the sign-up sheet in the 

narthex.  
 

Please contact James Deyerle at jmdeyerle@gmail.com if you have any questions or want to help set up 

during worship. 

Laity Sunday 
 

Save the Date for our annual Laity Sunday on October 28th! This year Laity Sunday will highlight our 

wonderful Sunday School classes, with each class creating a portion of the service for the day. 
 

Our Christian Life class will author the Prayer of Confession, the Pastor’s Bible Study will offer personal 

reflections on the scripture lesson, and the Contemporary Issues class will lead our Prayers of the People. 

Even our little Mustard Seeds class will take their turn by leading the children’s time for the day! 
 

I hope you will join your fellow church members for what is sure to be an uplifting worship service.  

Hurricane Florence Mission Trip 
 

Brown Pearson, in partnership with the Presbytery of the James, is organizing a mission trip to aid in disaster 

recovery from Hurricane Florence.  The trip will be from October 7th – October 14th and we will be traveling 

to the New Bern-Kinston area of North Carolina.  We need volunteers to help with clean-up and rebuilding.  

Any and all skill levels are welcome.   
 

If you are interested in being a part of this mission, please contact Brown Pearson, at cbpearson3@erg-

homes.com.   
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Presbyterian Women 
 

Anna Circle       

October 21st  12:00 PM 

Retreat at Lake Anna 

Carpool will leave after church 
 

Martha Circle 

October 3rd at 10:00 AM 

Christian Life classroom 
 

Esther Circle  

October 9th at 10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Ruth Circle 

October 2nd at 2:00 PM 

Pat Abbott’s residence 

 
 

Finance 

Facilities 

Kehillah Hebrew School 
 

During September, Southminster welcomed a new 

community group to our facility.   
 

Kehillah is an independent, progressive Jewish 

community based in N. Chesterfield and serving all 

of Richmond.  Under the leadership of Rabbi Patrick 

Beaulier and Rebbetzin Stefanie Papps, Kehillah’s 

mission is to create an accepting and inclusive 

spiritual and social environment, with a bold and 

creative approach to Jewish life.  You can learn 

more about Kehillah at kehillahrva.org. 

 

Kehillah will meet in Room 108 at 11:00 AM on 

alternate Sundays for Hebrew School for children 

and parents. 

Session Retreat 
 

The session, incoming elders, and staff will join together for an annual retreat on Saturday October 27th at 

Union Seminary.  

 

The theme of this year’s retreat will be, “Church Mission Study: 5 Years Later”. We will evaluate the 

progress we have made over the past several years on the goals as outlined by the Mission Study Team a 

little over five years ago, and we will begin to evaluate the next steps for our congregation. One of 

Southminster’s greatest strengths is its dedicated and engaged elders who are so willing to put in the time to 

prayerfully serve God’s church. I hope you will be praying for our leaders and they plan for the future.  

 

Stewardship at Southminster 
 

As the Fall is here, hopefully with cooler temperatures and sunny days, it is now time to reflect on our 

thankfulness for God’s Creation.  Being thankful for the changing seasons, with kids back to school, football 

games, and colorful leaves.   

 

It is also a time to reflect on the pledge we made to support the good works of the church.  Are we ready to 

fulfill the promises made in response to our thankfulness?  On Commitment Sunday, November 11th we will 

receive your pledges of support so that Southminster can continue to be a vibrant and active part of our lives 

and our community.  During the month of October you will receive a letter and pledge card inviting you to 

be stewards of our church and its work.  We look forward to seeing you all in worship on November 11th.    
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Session Highlights 
 

• Elected Deb Ellenberg and Kitty Bice as commissioners to the October 20th Presbytery Meeting at Lord 

Jesus Korean Church. 
 

• Reviewed the Reports from the Church in the World and Congregational Life Summer Team Champion 

and approved Southminster’s membership in RISC and Cathy Kirtley’s and Shelley Murray’s 

representation of the church with RISC.     
 

• Reviewed the Treasurer’s Report and discussed the Stewardship Season letter and planning. 
 

CCHASM Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

Southminster is proud to support the CCHASM Thanksgiving Basket program which provides families in 

need with a full holiday meal.  Southminster will be accepting non-perishable food items and monetary 

donations from Sunday, October 14th through Sunday, November 4th.   
 

Food items should be left in the food baskets at the church and marked “CCHASM.”  You may give 

individual items from the list below or put together an entire basket.  If you are giving a complete meal, 

please place items in doubled grocery bags and mark “Thanksgiving.”  Food items should be dropped off by 

Sunday, November 4th. 
 

Contents Of A Full Thanksgiving Basket 

1 40 oz can of yams / sweet potatoes 

1    13 oz box of mashed potatoes 

1 14 oz  can of cranberry sauce 

2 15 oz cans of corn 

2    15 oz cans of green vegetables 

2    Boxes of stove top dressing 

2    Cans or packages of gravy (no glass jars) 

1 Box of hot chocolate 

1    Box of tea bags 

1    Large box or bag of cookies 

Car Fit Program 
 

On Thursday, October 18th the Senior Advocates Office and Chesterfield Triad will bring a Car Fit program 

to Southminster.   

 

Car Fit is for persons age 50 and over, and is designed to help drivers make sure that their cars “fit” them 

well.  During a free, twenty-minute appointment a volunteer technician will go through a 12-point checklist 

and help you make minor adjustments to maximize your car’s safety.  Areas they will check include seat 

positon, mirror and seatbelt positions, lines of sight, and headlights and brake lights.   

 

Southminster members are welcome to sign up.  There are a limited number of appointments available.  

Please contact the church office at 276-1749 if you would like to reserve an appointment time.  Car Fit is 

sponsored by Southminster Presbyterian Church, Chesterfield Triad, Chesterfield Aging and Disability 

Services, AAA Mid-Atlantic, and Virginia GrandDriver. 
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Notes will be published as space permits.  Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.  

Remember in Prayer 
 

Please pray for our military personnel, Dan Bice, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, 

Carolyn Griles, Bob & Net Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Earl & 

Donna Medicus, Adele Robertson, Eddie & Jenny Schiller, Billy Smith, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, 

Ryan Witcher. 

Anna Circle Retreat 
 

On Sunday, October 21st Anna Circle will 

have a Fall Gathering & Retreat at Lake 

Anna.  Circle members will carpool to the 

lake after church.  Food and beverages will be 

provided.  Betsy Davis will be our hostess for 

the event. 
 

For more information, contact Betsy Davis 

(804-608-0835) or Debbie Greenberg (804-

276-1017). 

Ruth Circle:  New Meeting Time 
 

Starting in October, Ruth Circle will meet 

on the first Tuesday of the month at 2:00 

PM. 
 

Meeting locations will vary.  Please watch 

the newsletter and bulletins for details. 

Directory Updates 

David & Joyce Burton 

3750 Whitetail Trail 

Holly, MI  48442 

Frank Farrington 

1903 Camelia Circle 

Midlothian, VA  23112 

Terry & Shelley Hamlin 

10 Phoenix Blvd NW 

Christiansburg, VA  24073 

Johnathan Shipley 

10171 Atlee Ridge Road 

Mechanicsville, VA  23116 

Art & Ginny Williams 

804-938-0824 

Carolyn Griles 

804-467-6854 

Let’s Alleviate Poverty! Convocation & Workshop Series 
 

On October 12th – 13th the Presbytery of the James in conjunction with Union Presbyterian Seminary will 

sponsor a convocation and series of workshops entitled, Let’s Alleviate Poverty.   

 

Poverty is a major challenge both for the Richmond community and the nation.  This series is designed to 

assist organizations in increasing their effectiveness in fighting poverty and oppression in their communities.  

The event will be held at the Early Center.  Convocation will be held on October 12th from 7:00 PM – 9:00 

PM and is open to the public.  Registration is requested for the workshops, which will be held from 10:00 

AM – 1:00 PM on Saturday, October 13th (lunch will be provided).  Further details can be found at 

www.presbyteryofthejames.com/lets-alleviate-poverty. 
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Elder Greeters 

7    Frank Grier 

14  Jan Belote 

21  Marty Kovacs 

28  Deb Ellenberg 

Flower Delivery 

7     Communion 

14   Laura & Brown Pearson 

21   Kathy Liesfeld 

28   Kathy Liesfeld 

Ushers 

7 Isabella Paterson, Dianna Scott,  

 Kitty Bice, Laura Pearson 

14  Marty & Bob Griffin, Marsha Lane, Guy Dixon  

21  Marty & Bob Griffin, Marsha Lane, Guy Dixon  

28  Matt Briggs, Laura Pearson, Jerry Davis   

Food Closet 

2    Jane Tarter, Lyndale Baptist 

4    Jane McGee, Lyndale Baptist 

9    Shelley Murray, Terry Liendecker 

11  Gail DeCosta, Shelley Murray 

16  Mary Stahl, Shelley Murray 

18  Liz Snead, Lyndale Baptist 

23  Gerry Doyle, Lyndale Baptist 

25 Melba Jolly, Gerry Doyle 

30  Bonnie Kowalski, Gail DeCosta 

Door Greeters 

7    Bob & Marty Griffin 

14  George & Barbara Reid 

21  George & Barbara Reid 

28  George & Barbara Reid 

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?   

Let the church office know:  804-276-1749. 

October Birthdays 
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Communion Team 

Oct. 7th:  Team 1 

Facility Stewards 

7    Howard Boughton 

14  Jerry Davis  

21  Jim Hall 

28  Lynn Hodges 

October Anniversaries 

2 Johanna Williams 

3 Matt Briggs 

4 Winki Lampe 

6 Audrey Pearson 

7 Cathy Kirtley 

9    Amy Pond, Athena Wheeler 

10  Diane Watkins 

11  Joyce Burton 

12 Macy Bowser  

13 Marley McDonald 

14  Shelley Hamlin 

15  Jan Belote, Eddie Schiller 

16  David Campbell 

18 Carolyn Griles 

20 David Kirtley 

21 Jerry Davis, Mike Ferguson, Sarah 

McDonald 

24 Dorothy Dixon 

26 Samantha Waldron 

28  Gloria Hall, David Williams 

October  Schedules, cont. 

October  Schedules 

6 Gary & Melanie Miller (33) 

14 Chuck & Debbie Greenberg (46) 

15 Larry & Bernie Chamberlain (41) 

16 David & Cathy Kirtley (25) 
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
7500 Hull Street Road 

N. Chesterfield, VA  23235-5810 

Phone:  804-276-1749 

www.southpreschurch.org 

office@southpreschurch.org 

Return Service Requested 

October 2018 

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?   

Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line. 

Commitment Sunday 
November 11, 2018 

 

Join us for service at 11:00 AM, followed by a 
reception in the Fellowship Hall. 

http://www.southpreschurch.org/
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