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Scripture speaks with such loving care and delight of the House of the Lord. The spaces where we gather as 

a church to learn, grow, and pray are holy places and it is good that we respect and care for them. A church 

building should be, as scripture says, a place where people feel happy and at home. It should be a place of 

hospitality that feels approachable and inviting, well-kept and safe. This the mission of the Southminster 

Facilities Committee.  
  

The management and upkeep of church buildings and grounds is such a practical task that it is easy for some 

to lose sight of this underlying spiritual mandate. But I am consistently impressed by the dedication and 

vision of our Southminster volunteers, who never seem to lose sight of the “why” behind all of their work. 

This summer and early fall our Facilities Committee has made some big improvements to our church 

building. As I am writing, work is being completed on a fresh coat of paint for the Narthex, Fellowship Hall, 

and both sets of bathrooms. Last week a hardworking team of our own volunteers installed new light fixtures 

designed to provide better lighting and save electricity. You may have also noticed the new sinks and 

countertops recently installed in the bathrooms. While these improvements are in many ways more practical 

than poetic, they do make a real impact on the hospitality of our building. We want our members, and the 

community groups with whom we share our space, to feel welcomed and at home here at Southminster.  
  

The spaces we have focused on updating are central to the life of our congregation- they are the places 

where we eat together, celebrate special occasions, and watch our children and scouts play. They are also the 

places we most commonly invite our neighbors to visit, like those who participate in chair yoga every 

Thursday, or the monthly Triad Meeting for Seniors, or the annual meetings of the Bexley and Surrywood 

neighborhood associations. As the Rev. Adam Borneman writes, “Congregations need front porch ministry. 

The front porch represents basic, ordinary, unflashy neighborliness, a public and approachable presence, a 

desire to proclaim good news and invitation, and willingness to respond to the similar invitations of others.” 

I hope you will join me in giving thanks for the leadership of our Facilities Committee for all of their work 

that makes our church building so welcoming and inviting.  
  

                                                                                                                  Peace,  

How lovely is your dwelling place, 

    O LORD of hosts! 

My soul longs, indeed it faints 

    for the courts of the LORD; 

my heart and my flesh sing for joy 

    to the living God. 

Even the sparrow finds a home, 

    and the swallow a nest for herself, 

    where she may lay her young, 

at your altars, O LORD of hosts, 

    my King and my God. 

Happy are those who live in your house, 

    ever singing your praise. 
  

                                           Psalm 84:1-4 
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Church in the World 

CCHASM Thanksgiving Baskets 
 

Southminster is proud to support the CCHASM Thanksgiving Basket program which provides families in 

need with a full holiday meal.  Southminster will be accepting non-perishable food items and monetary 

donations from Sunday, October 13th through Sunday, November 10th.   
 

Food items should be left in the food baskets at the church and marked “CCHASM.”  You may give 

individual items from the list below or put together an entire basket.  If you are giving a complete meal, 

please place items in doubled grocery bags and mark “Thanksgiving.”  Food items should be dropped off by 

Sunday, November 10th. 
 

Contents Of A Full Thanksgiving Basket 

1 40 oz can of yams / sweet potatoes 

1    13 oz box of mashed potatoes 

1 14 oz  can of cranberry sauce 

2 15 oz cans of corn 

2    15 oz cans of green vegetables 

2    Boxes of stove top dressing 

2    Cans or packages of gravy (no glass jars) 

1 Box of hot chocolate 

1    Box of tea bags 

1    Large box or bag of cookies 

Fall Festival 
 

Southminster’s annual Fall Festival, co-hosted and organized by Girl Scout Troop 603, will be held on 

Wednesday, October 30th at 6:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Members and guests of all ages are invited to 

come and enjoy snacks, games, music, and activities.  Bring your friends and family for a fun evening of 

fellowship. 
 

Costumes are optional.  Come as you are or go all out for the costume contest.  There will also be a pumpkin 

decorating contest where you can show off your artistic skill and cast your vote for your favorite.  This is a 

free event.  Please bring a non-perishable item for the Food Closet as we celebrate harvest.  
 

If you’d like to donate candy or small toys to give as game prizes, please leave them in the marked basket in 

the Narthex by October 27th. 

For the past 7 years, our congregation has celebrated World Communion Sunday with international students 

from Korea, Myanmar, India, France, Switzerland, and Ghana, and last year with sisters and brothers from 

our Spanish-speaking neighbor congregation Iglesia Pentecostal Cántico Nuevo shepherded by Mario and 

Jessica Mayorga. We’ve been learning of the broadness of God’s Church spanning across continents and 

cultures and have grown in our understanding of God’s all-encompassing love that is not partial to one 

particular expression of worship or a certain way of discipleship.  
 

This year on Sunday, October 6th our IPCN neighbors will join us again. Enikő Ferenczy will preach during 

the service. Our youth will lead us in prayer in different languages. We will sing songs from both of our 

traditions. Come and make a joyful noise to the Lord! Let us renew our commitment to celebrating and 

deepening our unity in the Body of Christ! 

World Communion Sunday 2019 
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Leadership & Planning 

Facilities 

Finance 

 

Presbyterian Women 
 

Ruth Circle 

  October 1st at 2:00 PM 

Pat Abbott’s residence 
 

Anna Circle       

October 1st at 6:30 PM 

Debbie Greenberg’s residence 
 

Martha Circle 

October 2nd  at 10:00 AM 

Christian Life Classroom 
 

Esther Circle  

October 8th at 10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall (Lesson 9) 
 

Stewardship 
  

October is our month to focus on Stewardship. Stewardship is the act of living out God’s call to make good 

use of our lives and our resources. We will kick off Stewardship season on October 13th with a four-week 

sermon series called “Treasuring Life” focusing on what it means to live out our Christians values.  
  

During this time you will also be receiving a letter from our Stewardship committee asking you to consider 

your pledge to God for your personal giving in the coming year. We hope that you will take this opportunity 

to give thanks to God for all the gifts in your life and consider how you can best use them to glorify God.  
  

Sunday, November 3rd will be Commitment Sunday, the celebration of the commitments we each make to 

God. We invite you to bring your pledge card with you to worship to offer as a pledge to God and join in a 

time of fellowship following worship sharing coffee, tea, and snacks in the Fellowship Hall.  

Seminary Intern:  Caitlyn Hathaway 
  

We are blessed to have the opportunity to host a seminary intern again this year. Caitlyn Hathaway has 

already jumped into this new expanded roll with gusto! She will continue to serve as our part time Director 

of Faith Formation overseeing our children and family ministries. But she now is also taking on expanded 

responsibilities in worship, leadership, and pastoral care to meet the requirements of her internship.  
  

Caitlyn will meet regularly with Rev. Deyerle for conversations about her call to ministry. She will also be 

supervised by a Mentor Team made up of Southminster members who are there to offer feedback and 

support. This year our Mentor Team will be Barbara and Rich Jordanger, Mary MacKenzie Swenck, and 

Deb Ellenberg. Thanks to these four dedicated members for their support!  

Fall Work Day 
 

Join us for the Fall Work Day on Saturday, October 

5th from 8:00 AM – Noon.  It’s time to get the 

shovels and rakes, hammers and tools out and get 

busy making the church building and grounds 

pristine!   

 

There are jobs available for volunteers of every 

skill level, both indoors and outside.   

 

With fall programming underway and the holidays 

just around the corner, we want to make the church 

look beautiful.  Come out and help and join in the 

fun.  Lunch will be served. 



 

• The Session held a Retreat at the POJ office on Saturday September 21st including incoming Elders Eddie 

Pearson, Anne Smith and Rich Kowalski.  Deborah Rexrode led the program with interactive sessions 

discussing the stewardship of God’s generosity and ways to express our gratitude for those gifts.  

 

• Elected James Deyerle and Marty Kovacs as commissioners to the October 19th Presbytery Meeting. 

 

• Approved the transfer of letter for Joyce Burton to Village Presbyterian Church in St. Louis, MO. 

 

• Recognized the good works of the facility committee with installation of new lighting, painting and 

bathroom updates, and discussed plans for additional upgrades in 2020.  
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Special Announcements 

Session Highlights 

Online Giving 
  

In September Southminster launched a new safe and secure online giving option sponsored by the 

Presbyterian Foundation. Give whenever you feel called without worrying about carrying a checkbook. Feel 

proud of supporting your church as you place your online giving token in the offering plate each week.  
  

Generosity is at your fingertips both on your phone by downloading the Give+Church app, or from the 

comfort of your home computer at www.southpreschurch.org/giving.  You can make a one-time gift or set up 

your pledge as a recurrent gift, easily adjustable at any time. Payments can be made using your debit or 

credit card, or through electronic funds transfer. By giving online you make it possible for our church’s 

mission to grow even stronger.  

Southminster had a wonderful first year as full member of Richmonders Involved in Strengthening 

Communities (RISC)! Our justice work bore incredible fruits in this season. Some of the highlights: 8 

Richmond City public schools (6 elementary and 2 middle) are committed and participating in the program 

aiming at raising reading levels. With the support of RISC, $2.9 million has been secured for the Affordable 

Housing Trust Fund. A new Eviction Diversion Program pilot new in the City of Richmond began in August 

with $0.5 million funding. 120 people have been retrained and 37 hired in the job program with the HCA 

healthcare system. VCU employed a full-time coordinator who works with high schools to identify young 

people who could benefit of this program. For details, check the RISC 

website: https://www.riscrichmond.org/. 

 

If you feel called to join or you want to learn more about this justice ministry, come to our House Meeting 

on Sunday, October 13 after worship in the fellowship hall. We are going to listen to concerns from our 

community—issues that keep you up at night that you’d like RISC to work on this coming year. Shelley 

Murray and Cathy Kirtley are our wonderful team leaders who are ready to answer any questions you may 

have. Thank you for supporting the justice work of Southminster and for holding this ministry in prayer! 

RISC News 

http://www.southpreschurch.org/giving
https://www.riscrichmond.org/
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Notes will be published as space permits.  Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.  

Remember in Prayer 
 

Please pray for our military personnel, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, Carolyn Griles, 

Bob Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Shirley Martin, Jane McGee, Earl & 

Donna Medicus, Adele Robertson, Billy Smith, Liz Snead, Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher. 

Directory Updates 

Billy Smith 

Wellspring at Amelia 

3830 Virginia Street 

Room 202 

Amelia, VA  23002 

804-561-1651 

Robin & Joyce Lapsley 

9902 Saybrook Court 

Richmond, VA  23236 

 

Food Closet Story 
 

It was backpack week with the blessing and packing of 71 backpacks.  Gail DeCosta and I were working the 

Food Closet that Thursday when in came  a mother with 2 precious girls—ages 4 and 7. The girls quickly 

spotted a bowl of cherry tomatoes from the church’s garden. They were delighted when I said they could 

have them.  Prior volunteers had arranged a box full of treats for lunches—gummy treats, applesauce 

squeezies, juice boxes, crackers.  I told them to help themselves which they did so eagerly as they voiced 

their gratitude.   
 

The charming 7yr old said she was going into 2nd grade and she was excited to go back to school to learn. 

Gail gathered some pencils, crayons, etc. and found them 2  backpacks. They were thrilled! The older one 

quickly filled her pack with all the treasures she had just received and helped fill her sister’s which she was 

already wearing. It was touching to watch these 2 adorable girls proudly walk out wearing their own 

backpacks.  Certainly the Holy Spirit’s presence was felt by all. 

Bonnie Kowalski  

All Saints Sunday 
 

On Sunday, November 3rd Southminster will celebrate All Saints Sunday.  During our worship service we 

will take time to remember family and friends who we have lost in the past year.  Throughout October there 

will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex where you can note the names of those you would like to be included 

during the service. 



Elder Greeters 

6    Matt Briggs 

13  Naomi Campbell 

20  Tracey Williams 

27  James Deyerle 

Visitation Team 

13    Laura & Brown Pearson 

20    Karen Stafford 

27    Kathy Liesfeld 

Ushers 

6   Dianna Scott, Laura Pearson,  

                 Jerry Davis, Matt Briggs 

13  Marsha Lane, Guy Dixon 

20  Marsha Lane, Guy Dixon 

27 Terry Liendecker, Tracey Williams,  

Kathy Liesfeld, Guy Dixon 

Food Closet 

1    Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski 

3    Mary Stahl, Lyndale Baptist 

8    Shelley Murray, Terry Liendecker 

10  Jane Tarter, Lyndale Baptist 

15   Melba Jolly, Margaret Hall 

17  Gail DeCosta, Bonnie Kowalski 

22  Terry Liendecker, Lyndale Baptist 

24 Shelley Murray, Margaret Hall 

29 Mary Stahl, Jane Tarter 

31  Melba Jolly, Lyndale Baptist 

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?   

Let the church office know:  804-276-1749. 

October Birthdays 
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Communion Teams 

October 6th:  Team 4, Trays 

Facility Stewards 

6    Chuck Greenberg 

13  Craig Campbell 

20   Dan Bice 

27  David Huff 

October Anniversaries 

September Schedules 

2 Joey Williams 

3 Matt Briggs 

4 Winki Lampe 

6 Audrey Pearson 

7 Cathy Kirtley 

9    Amy Pond, Athena Wheeler 

10  Diane Watkins 

11  Joyce Burton 

12 Macy Bowser  

13 Marley McDonald 

14  Shelley Hamlin 

15  Jan Belote 

16  David Campbell 

18 Carolyn Griles 

20 David Kirtley 

21 Jerry Davis, Mike Ferguson, Sarah 

McDonald 

24 Dorothy Dixon 

26 Samantha Waldron 

28  David Williams 

6 Gary & Melanie Miller (34) 

14 Chuck & Debbie Greenberg (47) 

15 Larry & Bernie Chamberlain (42) 

16 David & Cathy Kirtley (26) 
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
7500 Hull Street Road 

N. Chesterfield, VA  23235-5810 

Phone:  804-276-1749 

www.southpreschurch.org 

office@southpreschurch.org 

Return Service Requested 

October 2019 

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?   

Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line. 

Join us for Fall Festival 
Wednesday, October 30th 

6:00 PM 
Fellowship Hall 

Co-hosted by  
Girl Scout Troop 603 

http://www.southpreschurch.org/
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org
mailto:office@southpreschurch.org

