
I have often been known to declare decisively: I hate crafts. The response to this purposefully provocative 

statement always goes one of two ways—artsy and creative people often gasp in horror at this blasphemy, 

but most others eagerly agree, relieved to have found a likeminded friend who hates pipe cleaners as much 

as they do.  
 

But the truth is that my aversion to playdough and macaroni art is not really based in a real personal 

preference, but in fear. I can still remember the summer when I was around 7 or 8 when for the first time I 

started to compare my Vacation Bible School art project to the other kids in my class. I was immediately 

embarrassed that my drawing of Jesus was a stick figure, while the girl next to me had a fully fleshed out 

Jesus, and his 12 disciples with him! Creativity has an arch nemesis and its name is comparison. The more 

time I spent peeking at my neighbor’s projects the more and more self-conscious I felt. By the time I was in 

middle school any time there was an option I would write rather than draw. Any class project that included 

making posters, painting dioramas, or creating a visual aid made me sweaty and nervous. 
 

For many of us, there was a moment when we were told explicitly or implicitly, “You are not artistic,” or 

“You are not creative,” or “You can’t carry a tune.” And those judgements have caused us to avoid learning 

to express our artistic side. The truth is that there is no such thing as creative people and non-creative people. 

There are only people who use their creativity and people who don’t. We all have creativity because we are 

made in the image of God- the ultimate creator. When we use our hands or our bodies to create something 

we are in touch with God in a unique way. When we do something artistic—sing, paint, draw, sew, cook, 

build, write, dance, or play-- we are expressing a part of who God designed us to be. Creativity is prayer, it 

creates meaning and beauty, it expresses love, joy, and pain. As author Brene Brown says, “Creativity is the 

way I share my soul with the world.” 
 

But creativity has to be cultivated. It requires us to suspend our internal critic and allow ourselves to try and 

fail, to explore and grow without judgement. Some of the people I admire most in the world choose to pick 

up a new creative pursuit in their later years. They might decide to write a memoir, learn to play a new 

instrument, or study the art of woodworking. These are holy pursuits and I hope each of you has some outlet 

in your life that allows you to express the soul of your creativity. I also hope that church can be a place 

where we can value and lift up those creative gifts. Maybe you have a creative talent you have never shared 

at church, or wish there was more opportunity to put your gifts and skills to use. I know we have writers, 

artists, crafters, chefs, musicians and a multitude of other talents in our midst. I would love to hear about the 

ways you express your creative side—maybe you can even encourage me to try a craft or two! 

    Peace, 
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Christian Life 

Church in the World 

Rally Day & Fall Picnic 
 

Join us for a Rally Day Celebration on Sunday, September 9th at 11 AM. Highlights of the day will include: 
 

• An anthem sung by our Sanctuary Choir 

• A special offering in honor of Barbara Wheeler’s years of service to the food pantry 

• A delicious potluck lunch and time for fellowship 

• A celebration of our children moving up into their new year of Sunday School 
 

I hope you will join us for a fun day of worship and fellowship. All of our Sunday School classes for Adults 

and Children will resume on Sunday, Sept 16th from 10-10:45 AM.  
 

• Pastor’s Bible Study- Rev. Deyerle, Church Parlor 

• Christian Life- Jennifer Weddle, Room. 113 

• Contemporary Issues- Joyce Lapsley, Library 

• Toddler Class- Gail DeCosta, Nursery 

• Mustard Seeds- Deb Ellenberg, Melanie Miller, and Laura Pearson, Room. 106 

• Fig Trees- Debby and Chuck Greenberg with Intern Katie Thomison, Room 108 

School Supply Drive 2018 
 

We have just completed another successful school supply drive.  Because of the generosity of our 

congregation, seventy-eight low income, special needs students will return to school with the same supplies 

as there peers.  This project was the vision of Barbara Wheeler.    

 

We thank each of you for making this possible, with your contributions, staying after church to fill 

backpacks, and Bonnie and Rich Kowalski for counting all the paper, pencils, crayons, and backpacks to 

assure we had enough.  The social workers tell me how happy and excited these students are when their 

backpack are delivered.  You have started their year well. 

Liberation Veteran Services Update 
  

As most of you know, the Church in the World committee embarked on a new mission last year to serve 

meals to homeless Veterans. Liberation Veteran Services is a non-profit organization located just a few miles 

from the church on Hull Street. They provide temporary housing and meals for homeless veterans, as well as 

services to support mental health, employment services, financial education, and ultimately permanent 

housing.  
  

Many thanks to the following people who have contributed their time and love to this mission: 

Jane Conrad, Jim and Betsy Davis, Gail De Costa, Rich and Bonnie Kowalski, Betsy Zehner, Melba Jolly, 

Laura Pearson, Barbara Reid, Lynne Harper, and Trenton and Jo Williams.  
  

Our next serve date is Thursday, October 18.  If you are interested in helping, please contact Susan Pharr, 

shpharr@gmail.com.  We typically cook at the church in the afternoon, transport and serve, then return to the 

church around 7:00.  You can help shop or cook or serve, or all of the above.  

mailto:shpharr@gmail.com
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Presbyterian Women 
 

Anna Circle       

September 4th at 7:00 PM 

Debbie Greenberg’s residence 
 

Martha Circle 

September 5th at 10:00 AM 

Christian Life classroom 
 

Esther Circle  

September 11th at 10:00 AM 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Ruth Circle 

September 11th at 5:30 PM 

Marcia Shipley’s residence 
 

Congregational Meeting 
 

The Southminster Nominating Committee is pleased to 

nominate Naomi Campbell, Matt Briggs, and Tracey 

Williams as the Session Elder Class of 2021.  Please 

join us for the called  Congregational Meeting on 

Sunday, September 30th after worship to elect the new 

class.  
 

We would like to thank the Nominating Committee of 

2018 for all of their hard work in ensuring that 

Southminster’s Session elders represent the integrity 

and energy needed to help set the church’s vision, 

determine its direction, and design the ministries and 

mission initiatives of the church over the next few 

years.  Thanks go out to:  Deb Ellenberg (Moderator), 

Mitchel Kirtley, Chuck Greenberg, Amanda Bunkholt, 

and Rev. Deyerle (Ex-Officio). 

Music Update  
 

Worship is the center of our life together. Every Sunday, all of our members, from age 5 to 95, participate in 

praying, studying, and singing our faith together. That is why our Music Search Team is hard at work 

seeking our new leadership to guide that weekly worship. At the guidance of the session the Music Search 

Team is seeking to fill two positions—a Director of Worship Arts and an Accompanist. We are calling the 

director position the Director of Worship Arts to convey the importance of music in our overall worship 

service. A Director of Worship Arts will help us think not only about the Sanctuary Choir, but also about the 

hymns the congregation sings, our wonderful bell choir under the direction of Debby McNeer, and 

celebrating other individuals with musical gifts within the congregation.  

 

Our Music Search Team consists of Debbie Greenberg, Margaret Hall, Marty Kovacs, Rich Kowalski, Gina 

Taggart, and Jane Tarter. If you know of anyone who might be interested in either position, please talk with 

any of the team members. Full job descriptions are available on the church website- 

www.southpreschurch.org.   

Amanda Sanford:  New Nursery Worker 
 

Hi all. My name is Amanda and I am the new nursery worker here at Southminster.  I am thrilled to get to 

know everyone here and have the opportunity to work with such kind people.  
 

Just a little about me, I grew up here in Chesterfield and have been a full time nanny now for 3 years. I 

absolutely adore children! I also volunteer in my spare time at OB Gates Elementary as a Cheer Coach. I 

will be graduating from Liberty in May 2019 with a Bachelors in Psychology and moving on to get a 

Masters in likely education. I am so excited to get to know everyone here at Southminster! 

http://www.southpreschurch.org/
http://www.southpreschurch.org/
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Session Highlights 
 

• Approved the selection of Jerry Davis as new Chair of Church in the World Ministry 
 

• Approved requests for Thomas Swenck’s and baby Solaimani’s baptism for November 18th.  
 

• Heard reports on the June and August Presbytery Meeting. 
 

• Reviewed 2017 Financial Review Report and approve recommendations presented by the Finance 

Committee and new Check Request Form. 
 

• Reviewed report from the Leadership and Planning on recommendations for capital improvements and 

requested the Finance Committee review possible funding for capital projects for the remainder of 2018 

and 2019. 
 

• Approved motion to have a Congregational Meeting on September 30 to elect the new Elders. 

Choir Kick-Off 
 

The first choir rehearsal of the fall will be held on Wednesday, September 5th from 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM.  We 

will gather in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 PM to share a potluck dinner.  We look forward to seeing old and 

new faces in the choir this year.  If you are new and would like to get involved (or have been absent for a 

time and want to get re-involved) now is a great time to join the Southminster choir. 
 

The choir will be under the leadership of our Interim Music Director, Laurel Jones.  Laurel joined us in 

August as our accompanist for worship services and will be leading choir rehearsals this fall until we are 

able to hire a permanent director.  If you haven’t already met Laurel, we hope that you will introduce 

yourselves over the next few weeks.  Laurel is excited to have this opportunity to lead the choir into the new 

church year. 

Day Camp & Bible Fun Week a Great Success 
 

The Fellowship Hall of Southminster was once again filled with joyous sounds of children singing, praying, 

playing and learning about God’s world during our fourth Camp Hanover Day Camp which was held July 30 

– August 3.  We are pleased to report that we had our largest group of enrolled campers yet; seventeen 

children ranging from rising Kindergartener to fifth graders participated in the program.  In spite of rain 

every day, the Camp Hanover Staff was prepared to change normal outdoor activities into indoor activities 

without missing a beat.  This year we were blessed to partner with New Covenant Presbyterian Church and 

are grateful for all the healthy snacks they provided.  Plans are already being made for next year. 
 

Our half-day toddler and preschooler program was also a rousing success. We had eight children ages 2-4 

participate.  This year we studied Bible stories centered around animals. Monday's story was Noah's Ark as 

told by our own Pastor Caitlin .  Pastor Caitlin had the children names some of the animals that would go on 

the Ark, even assuring some that "No even an elephant was not too big for Noah's Ark.; Tuesday, Riki Stone 

read us  "Loaves and Fishes"  What fun to see the children take baskets and tear Ukrops White House rolls 

into pieces. Wednesday found us deep in the belly of the whale as Rich Kowalski told the children the story 

of Jonah.  Thursday brought us Joyce Grier and the story of the "Lost Sheep" and the children went on a hunt 

with Frank Grier(the Shepherd) to find the lost sheep. Friday, Melanie Miller presented to story "Daniel and 

the Lion's Den and the children roared  as they played the lions after making puppet lion heads. 
 

We’d like to thank all of the volunteers who helped make Day Came and Bible Fun Week possible. 
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Notes will be published as space permits.  Some notes will carry over to next month’s newsletter.  

Southminster Notes 

Remember in Prayer 
 

Please pray for our military personnel, Dan Bice, Sue Carlton, Jean Collier, Carson Crenshaw, Ron 

Crenshaw, Bob Davis, Matt Davis, Carolyn Griles, Bob & Net Hall, Ann Kearns, Bev Lamberton, Marsha 

Lane, Alberta Lindsey, Earl & Donna Medicus, Adele Robertson, Eddie & Jenny Schiller, Billy Smith, 

Dave Thomas, Howard Vann, Ryan Witcher. 

Directory Updates 

Dorothy Rippon 

9100 Bon Air Crossings Drive  

#127 

N. Chesterfield, VA  23235 

804-262-4571 

Tim & Jennifer Weddle 

3969 New Market Road 

Henrico, VA  23231 

Kathy Liesfeld 
 

kathy915ti@gmail.com 

Dear Southminster Family, 
 

I want to thank you form the bottom of my heart for this wonderful scholarship!  I am so grateful to be a 

part of this wonderful church and family.  I want to thank everyone again for this spectacular gift! 
 

Thank you. 

Michaela Williams 

Youth Group 
 

The youth group will kick off the year with a pool party on Sunday, September 16th.  Come join in the fun at 

5:00 PM at the Greenberg's house, 2011 Hickstead Rd. Richmond VA 23236-2109 .  We will have dinner 

together and talk about the new year.  Bring your swim suit and towel in case you want to take a dip.  In the 

event of rain, we will meet at church for games. 

Dear Southminster Family, 
 

Thank you so much for my scholarship.  I am starting my junior year at George Mason University 

studying computer science.  It is great to know that my Southminster family is supportive of my 

educational journey.  I hope to see you all when I return home for the holidays.   
 

Matthew Endries 

Dear Southminster Family, 
 

My sincere thanks to all for my scholarship.  I will be attending a flight school in Raleigh NC  to become 

a commercial airline pilot.  I am awaiting my FAA Medical clearance and hope that I receive it 

soon.  Your kind support of my technical education is deeply appreciated.   
 

Christopher Endries  

Flu Shot Clinic 
 

Southminster will have its annual Flu Shot Clinic on Wednesday, October 3rd during the potluck. 



Elder Greeters 

2    Jan Belote 

9    Marty Kovacs 

16  Deb Ellenberg 

23 James Deyerle 

30  Kitty Bice 

Flower Delivery 

2     Communion 

9     Karen Stafford 

16   Karen Stafford 

23  Jan Belote 

30   Jan Belote 

Ushers 

2 Gail DeCosta, David Huff,  

 Rich & Bonnie Kowalski 

9 Kathy Liesfeld, Pat Thomas,  

 Ron Hepp, Jacob Wetzel 

16  Kathy Liesfeld, Pat Thomas,  

 Ron Hepp, Jacob Wetzel 

23 Frank & Joyce Grier, Johanna Williams,  

 Terry Liendecker 

30  Frank & Joyce Grier, Johanna Williams,  

 Terry Liendecker               

Food Closet 

4    Margaret Hall, Lyndale Baptist 

6    Terry Liendecker, Lyndale Baptist 

11  Mary Stahl, Becky Rowan 

13  Liz Snead, Jane Tarter 

18  Barbara Reid, Gail DeCosta 

20  Jane McGee, Lyndale Baptist 

25  Margaret Hall, Lyndale Baptist 

27  Melba Jolly, Gerry Doyle 

Door Greeters 

2    Terry Liendecker 

9    George & Barbara Reid 

16  George & Barbara Reid 

23 George & Barbara Reid 

30  Betty Smith 

Have we missed your birthday or anniversary?   

Let the church office know:  804-276-1749. 

September Birthdays 
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Communion Team 

Sept. 2nd:  Team 3 (Intinction) 

Facility Stewards 

2    David Huff 

9    David Kirtley  

16  David Williams 

23 Dennis Stone 

30  Frank Grier 

September Anniversaries 

September  Schedules, cont. 

2    Carson Crenshaw       

3    Ryan Endries, Betty Smith 

5 John Lampe 

6 Lynda Reed 

8 David Carter 

11 Gene Rhodes, David Singleton 

12 Tom Murray 

14  Matt Davis 

18 Gail DeCosta 

19 Alberta Lindsey 

21 Martina Mazzamuto 

22 Virginia Wagstaff 

23 Richard Jordanger 

24 Mike Bowser 

25 Rich Kowalski, Casey Brammer 

30 Mary Ann Hepp, David Knight, Norma  

      Poole 

1 Mel & Linda Bookman (45) 

5 Mark & Pattie Pinchbeck (20) 

6 David & Kerry Knight (15) 

10 Robin & Joyce Lapsley (35) 

11 Jerry & Aileen Davis (47) 

12 Jim & Ada Park (59) 

13 David & Mary Stahl (31) 

16 Rich & Bonnie Kowalski (51) 

23  Rick & Ann Schaffer (29) 

September  Schedules 
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SOUTHMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
7500 Hull Street Road 

N. Chesterfield, VA  23235-5810 

Phone:  804-276-1749 

www.southpreschurch.org 

office@southpreschurch.org 

Return Service Requested 

September 2018 

Would you like to receive your newsletter electronically?   

Send an email to office@southpreschurch.org with Add Me To Newsletter List in the subject line. 

Save the Date 
Sunday, October 21st 

12:00 PM ~ Fellowship Hall 

http://www.southpreschurch.org/
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